151-year-old Iranian votes 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A man said to be 151-year-old 
and his wife, 130, voted in bnn's presidential elecdon 
Friday, the official IRNA news agency said. Mamus- 
ta-Khazar Abdullah Zadh walked to the mobile voting 
booth brought to his home in the western village of 
Kolseh, near the town of Sardasht, and cast his ballot 
IRNA said. “I thank God for helping me to participate 
in this election,” Mr. Zabd was quoted as saying. He 
and his wife have 130 children and grandchildren 
spanning several generations, IRNA said, adding that 
Mr. Zahd enjoys good health and eats a lot of yoghurt 
"I wish God Vkdll give me a longer life so that I can 
pamcipate in other elections,” Mr. said. 
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Albright; Housing for Palestinians positive 

Washington (AFP) — secretary of state 
Madeleine Albright welcomed Friday an Israeli deci- 
sion to build 400 homes for Palestinians in Jerusalem, 
calling it “a positive step" lou’ard Mideast peace. The 
measure wiU "(alleviate) what has been seen as a 
housing shortage for the Palestinians," Ms. Albright 
told a press briefing. The housing will be built in 
mainly Arab east Jerusalem, which was occupied by 
Israel in 1967. Ms. Albright said she does not see her 
own presence in the region os key to restarting the 
peace talks, saying, "the critical issue here is for the 
panics to make the decisions to put the peace process 
back." "We cannot make decisions for them that they 
are not willing to make for themselves.” .said Ms. 
Albright. 
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King, Mubarak 
to meet 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Egyptian President Hosoi 
Mubarak are expected to 
hold talks at Aqaba today 
in order to discuss the cur- 
rent deadlock in the Middle 
East peace process, accord- 
ing to informed sources 
here Friday. The two lead- 
ers are also expected to dis- 
cuss a unified Arab stand 
vis-a-vis the current devel- 
opments as well as a new 
Egyptian initiative aimed at 
reviving the Israeli-Syrian 
and Israeii-Palestinian 
peace negotiations. The 
King and President 
Mubarak will also discuss 
4 Jordanian-EgypUan rela- 
^ dons, the coming meeting 
by the Joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian Hi^er Commit- 
tee which is due in Cairo 
next month, economic 
trade and tourism in addi- 
tion to questions related to 
Egyptian workers 

employed in Jordan, 
according to these sources. 
The sources said that Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat is expected to join 
the summit meeting adding 
that the Aqaba meeting will 
be follow^ by a meeting 
in Sharm A1 Sheikh on 
Tuesday between the 
Egyptian president and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 
King Hussein and Presi- 
dent Mubarak will also 
address a joint press con- 
ference following their 
meeting in Aqaba. 

Saudi press 
criticises Yemen 

RIYADH (AFP) — The 
Saudi press, which reflects 
official views, violently 
criticised Yemen on Friday 
accusing it of laying all its 
problems at Saudi Arabia’s 
door. "Regimes facing eco- 
nomic problems and inter- 
nal crisis make irresponsi- 
ble accusations to convince 
their citizens that their 
troubles are the fault of 
others," the daily Okaz 
wrote. Okaz described such 
accusations against Saudi 
Arabia as “lies." which it 
smd were designed to 
deflect attention from 
Yemen’s 30 per cent 
^unemployment rate, 55 per 
cent inflation rate and ram- 
pant corruption. Another 
daily, A1 Riyadh, said 
"Saudi Arabia is not 
responsible for the crisis in 
Yemen." Yemeni Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Iryani accused Saudi Ara- 
bia last month of financing 
opposition groups which 
boycotted recent legisla- 
tive elections. 

Palestinian goes 
on hunger strike 
in Germany 


' HAMBURG (AP) — A 

■ ! I Palestinian woman con- 

‘ ■ J.I 1 I* victed last year of murder 

: ' ‘I in the 1977 hijacking of a 

: ■ ' ' j .^ufthansa Jetliner has gone 
fon a hunger strike, 
Ilf demanding she be allowed 

^ to serve the rest of her 12- 

year sentence in Norway. 
^ , Suhaila Al Sayeh, 43, had 

been liv ing in Norway with 
li > her husband and daughter 

when she was arrest^ in 
. 1994 and extradited to Ger- 

' '■ many in December 1995 to 

; ' "1^ stand trial. She was the 

•' • \v only one of four Palestinian 

.>■'■•‘^^ 1 ,.; I hijackers to survive when 

' German police stonned the 

.< plane in Mogadishu, Soma- 
li. > '-" I ,.•! lia, and freed the passen- 

gers. Her lawyer, Hajo 
- / Wfl ndsi?h^ i;» j de r^ said his 

client was on a hunger 
:i ,y |iK' strike seeJdng to be moved 
‘‘ ' m a Hamburg prison to 
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Iranians vote in large numbers; 
final results expected Monday 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Irani- 
ans turned out in large num- 
bers Friday to elect their 
next president in the most 
tightly contested race 
between conservative and 
moderate factions since the 
1979 Islamic Revolution. 

Voting bad to be extended 
four hours to handle the 
thousands of men and 
women queued up in sepa- 
rate lines at polling stations 
across the country as offi- 
cials carefully checked peo- 
ple’s identity cards. 

"Tbe participation is 
unprecedented and we hope 
to have 90 per cent of eligi- 
ble voters cast their he- 
lots,” said Interior Minister 
Ali Mohammad Besharati. 

More than 33 million 
people were eligible to vote 
and some 200,000 police 
were deployed at the 
33,365 poliing stations 
throughout Iran, authorities 
said. 

Large numbers of security 
forces, some of them heavi- 
ly armed, were stationed at 
the main intersections of 
Tehran as the capital came 
under tight security. 

Voting began at 8:00 a.m. 
(03:30 GMT) and finished 
at 10 p.m. (17:30 GMT) in 
Iran's seventh presidential 
election since Islamic revo- 
lutionaries toppied tbe 
U.S.-backed Shah. 

The election’s real test is 
between die tivo main con- 
tenders. parliamentary 

speaker Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nouri — backed by Iran's 
powerful conservative 
establishment — and mod- 


erate former Culture Minis- 
ter Mohammad Khatami. 

Both candidates engaged 
in a vicious battle in the 
past two months, and voters 
will decide whether to take 
a more moderate course 
under Mr. Khatami or stick 
to Mr. Nateq-Nouri’s hard- 
line Islamic policies 

Mr. Khatami received a 
hero's welcome from hun- 
dreds of enthusiastic sup- 
porters who shouted "we 
place our hope in you" as 
be voted in affluent nonb- 
ero Tehran. 

"I am proud that 18 years 
after the revolution I see so 
much enthusiasm," Mr. 
Khatami told reporters out- 
side ±e polling station. “I 
am very bop^l for the 
future, a future marked by 
development and construc- 
tion, as well as cultural and 
spiritual loftiness." 

When asked if he would 
win, the S^year cleric said: 
“Whatever God wishes." 
Nateq-Nouri’s voting was a 
solemn affair at a mosque 
in northern Tebimi. His 
entourage prayed while the 
parliamentary speaker cast 
his ballot He then waved to 
dozens of respectfal sup- 
porcezs as he left in a blue 
Mercedes. 

Tbe first official results 
from the .election came 
from expatriate Iranians 
voting at embassies and 
consulates in China. 
Malaysia and Bangladesh. 

In an unusual move 
before tbe polls had even 
closed in li^ tbe official 
Iranian News Agency 



Iranian supreme spiritual leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei caste his vote on Friday (Raters photo) 


(IRNA) announced teat Mr. 
Kh^amJ had handily beat 
Mr. Nateq-Nouri by 290 
voles to 122 in these Asian 
countries. 

There is no accurate 
polling in Iran, but Mr. 
Nateq-Nouri has generally 
been viewed as tee candi- 
date to beat, although Mr. 


Palestinians reject requests 
to release leading journalist 


. 1 - 

, 1 , 1 1*^. -e r^oiway. Her husband said 
she stopped eating La^Sat- 




GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) rebuffed U.S. pres- 
sure for tbe release of a tele- 
vision producer and threat- 
ened Friday to prosecute him, 
presumably for broadcasting 
parliamentary sessions. 

Daoud Kuoab, a Palestinian 
wite U.S. citizenship who has 
been held by l^estmian 
police in tee West Bank town 
of RamaMah rince THiesday 
night has apparently be^ a 
hunger strdce, his sister-in- 
law said. 

Palestinian Anomey Gener- 
al Khaled Al C^dia told AFP 
teat police investigations of 
Mr. ii^ttab are "coDtimiing 
on su^cion of violating 
journalism regul^ons. 
there is proper evidence, he 
will be tc^" 

Mr. (^dra rgected a U.S. 
demand for Mr. Kutiab’s 
release, calling tbe American 
pressure '^usual behaviour 
which we do not acc^t No 
one can intervene in this since 
it is a matter of legal process." 

The White House issued a 
pointed demand Thursday for 
Mr. Kuttab's “immediate" 

release, saying it had inter- 
vened "at the senior levels of 
tee Palestinian (National) 
Auteori^' over the issue. 

“We are very ccHicemed 
about tbe implicatioos of his 
detention both for tee rule of 
law and for freedom of tee 
press," said White House 
spok^man Michael McCur- 

. . 

Mr. Kuttab owns a televi- 
sion studio which, wite fund- 
ing from the U.S. Agency for 
International Dewlopmeni 
(USAID), had been broad- 
casting live sessions of tbe 
Palestinian legjsl^ive council 
in Ramallah. 

The debates often include 
criticisms of PNA offirials, 
even President Yasser Ara&t 
himself , txit transmissitn of 
the sesrions was electronical- 
ly jammed in the past three 
we^. 



Daoud Kuttab 

Before his arrest Mr. Kuttab 
accused the authority of 
oidering tee j amming in a 
bid to keep tee unflattering 
council sessions out of public 
view. 

Beth, Mr. Kuttab’s sister-in- 
law, told AFP that Palestinian 


police had refused to allow 
her and Mr. Kuttab's two chil- 
dren to visit him in tbe station 
on Friday. 

When she left tee station. 
*T>aoud hung out his window 
wite a sign that said 'hunger 
strike*," she said. She was 
unable to contact her brother- 
in-law in order to confirm if 
or when he had begun a 
strike. 

*The head of the station 
told us in no uncertain terms 
that we would be unable to 
visit Daoud until we get per- 
mission from Yasser Arafat." 
srid Ms. Beth, who is also an 
American citizen. 

Mr. Arafat's Information 
Minister Yasser Abed Rabbo 
criticised Mr. Kuttab’s deten- 
tion, saying: “I rgecc com- 
pl^Iy these methods. Legal 
methods must be used, not 
upper-level arrest orders if an 
official or unofficial agency 
t^faes to investigate some- 
thing." 


France wants Palestinian newsman freed 

I PARIS (R) — France expressed deep concent on Friday 
.about the arrest of Palestinian newsman Daoud Kuttab, 
winn^.of the Joteinatibnal Press Freedom Award, who is 
detrined without chai)^ by tee Palestinian National 
[’AtJthbriiy (PNA). 

“French authorities wish to reaffinn their attachment to 
frmlom of the press and tbe rigte of journalists to per- 
forin their job freely in all places and circumstances," a 
I foreign miidstry spokesman told joumitiists about the 
Kuttab case. 

“We have expressed our deep concern to tbe PNA about 
the »TBSt of Daoud Kuttab who is an outstanding jour- 
nalist," tee spokesman added. 

I Paris-based media rights group Reporters Sans 
Frontieres (reportets witeout borders) said on Thursday 
Mr. h^ accu^ authorities of this prior to his 

de^tion, saying te^ did not want tbe public to hear leg- 
islators, czifrciang President Yasser 

T^ official French spokesman said broadcasts of conn- 
ed sessions contributed - lo reinforce democratic feelmgs 
in Pai^nian socie^. 

‘The visit to Palestine last October by President 
Jacques Chirac and tee speech be made befr^ the same 
council underlines our attachment to that insritadon and 
to I^estinian democracy," tbe spokesman said 

He lixalled that France had helped to set up tee first 
Pal^tinian televisUm station. 


Khatami has energised vot- 
ers over the past few days, 
especially women and tee 
young. 

Mr. Khatami’s support 
appeared widespread in 
greater Ibhran and in west- 
ern Kennanshah province, 

(Continued on page 3 ) 

Palestinian 
dies from 
beatings 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israeli police Dying 
to testrain a Palestinian 
detainee on a rampage in a 
hospital emeigency ward beat 
tee man so severely that they 
caused his deate, tee hospi- 
tal’s director said Friday. 

Kbakd Abu Dayeh, 37. was 
buried Thursday in tee West 
Bank of Beteleheni. 
After the funeral, dozens of 
Palestinians threw stones at 
Israeli troops who fired tear 
gas and rubber bullets to dis- 
perse tee crowd. 

Abu Dayeh was first arrest- 
ed two weeks ago fbr trying 
to steal a weapon from an 
Israeli soldier in Jerusalem's 
old ciQ'. 

Polire brought him hand- 
cuffed to Shaare T^edek hos- 
pital in Jerusalon on Wednes- 
day after he complained of a 
sorethroaL 

Tbe hospital director. Dr. 
Jonatean Halevy, said F^day 
teat tire prisoner went on a 
ianq)^e in the emeigeut^ 
ward. The officer in I'ain cried 
to keep the man at bay wite 
tear gas and his tecial wound 
required stitches. 

1^ Halevy said Abu Dayeh 
teed fit)n) uauma to tiie chest 
and knees and htemonbag- 
ing caised by the police beat- 
ings. 

‘‘They (police) hit him 
when was on tbe ground 
and hit him ha[d...d]^' beat 
him in tee chest and knees," 
Dr. Halevy said. 

Israel's Justice Minisliy 
said it had opened an investi- 
gation against police involved 
in the death. 

The Haareiz newspaper 
reported hospital security 
guards may have also hit Atu 
Dayeh but Dr. Halevy said the 
guards only assisted tbe 
police and were not violenL 


Crown Prince calls for dialogue amongst 
religions to promote peaceful coexistence 


LONDON (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Pri^ Hassan on Thursday 
said Islam is a religion of tol- 
erance, adding it calls 
fex- peace and peaceful coex- 
istence among the nations. 

In a lecture be delirered at 
Oxford University. Prince 
Hassan dismissed linking 
Islam CO violence, saying 
that the image that some 
people are trying to portray 
about Islam, and their 
attempts to link it wite \io- 
lence is baseless. Prince 
Hassan suessed teat tee his- 
tory of Muslims and the 
teachings of Islam refute 
such allegations. 

The Crown Prince called 


for an active dialogue among 
followers of tee three 
monotheistic religions with 
a view to learning the com- 
mon values between the reli- 
gions, and building on them 
to secure a better future and 
encourage peaceful coexis- 
tence. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
importance of dialogue in 
achieving better understand- 
ing. saying that pliualism. 
cultural diversity and imer- 
aciion have remained con- 
stant features of Islamic his- 
tory. 

In a reference to violence 
and means of eliminating it. 
Prince Hassan said tee ideal 
wav to deal ixite I'iolence is 


to work together to address 
its root causes whether 
social, economic or political. 

Prince Hassan also culled 
for respecting the legitimaie 
political and humanitarian 
aspirarion.s of the Palestinian 
people, us well as the fears 
of the Israelis in order to 
build and strengthen pc.ice 
in the Middle &lsl iVince 
Hassan said re.'il sociirii)' 
means respecung one's dig- 
nit)' through entertaining 
p>olitica], social and eco- 
nomic righis. .Attending tee 
lecture were Her Roy:il 
Highness Princess Sarvjih 
Al Hassan and Jordan’.s 
ombas.sador in London. 
Fuad Avvoub. 


Jordan-Israel conclude water 
accord; water flows next week 


By Ikreq Ayyoab 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Israel will 
start pumping 30 million 
cubic metres of "fresh 
water" to Jordan next week, 
a government official said 
Friday. 

The official, who asked 
not to be named, said that an 
agreement was concluded 
during a visit by a Jordanian 
water experts team to Israel 
on Thui^y to resolve the 
water issue. 

The official, a fotmer 
peace negotiator with Israel, 
told tee Jordan Times ihot 
Israel will stan supplying 
tbe Kingdom wite 30 mil- 
lion ci&c metres, which 
will be pumped from tee 
Tiberias lake to the King 
Abdullah Clanal. 

He said that "approxi- 
mately" 20 million cubic 
metres will be pumped dur- 
ing summer time, while the 


remaining 10 million will be 
transferr^ during tee winter 
season. 

The official added teat the 
agreement reached was the 
result of the Aqaba meeting 
between His Majesty King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu on May 15 in 
Which Israel agreed to sup- 
ply the Kingdom with 50 
million cubic meu-es of 
water, 30 million cubic 
metres starting this year and 
20 million after three years. 

But he added that xcord- 
ing to tbe "new equation" 
(he water tee Kingdom will 
receive through desalination 
has not been decided yet but 
Is expected to range 
between 20 to 50 million 
cubic metres adding teat 
further talks will be held 
between tee two sides to 
determine the Kingdom's 
share from desalination pro- 
jects. 


"The new equation is s.'ii- 
isfnetory to both sides and it 
follows a political agree- 
ment between Jordan and 
Israel." the official .said. 

Israel's National Infra- 
structure Minister Ariel 
Sharon was quoted b\ the 
Associated Press (.AP) us 
saying that experts from tee 
both countries met Thursday 
and reached agreement on 
how Israel would deliver the 
rem^ing amount. 

"We are stiU working out 
the fine points, but that's (he 
basic solution." Mr. 
Sharon's aide, Raonan 
Gissin was quoted os say- 
ing. 

Mr. Sharon said teat 
international donors will 
finance the projects. He 
added Jordan has agreed to 
allow Israel to continue 
water drilling projects in tee 
Arava region along the 
southern end of the Israeli* 
Jordanian border. 


Jordan, U.S. start wargames 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan- 
ian and U.S. soldiers last 
week started joint manoeu- 
vres code-named "Infinite 
Moonlight 97" as a part of 
the ongoing military coop- 
eration between tee two 
countries' armed forces, a 
U.S. embassy statement 
said Thursday. 

The statement scud the 
exercises, teat staned May 
20 and would end June 19, 
were intended to “provide 
increased military training 
opportunities and enhance 
the relationship between 
U.S. naval amphibious 
forces and Royal Jordanian 
armed forces." 

Tbe statement did not 
indicate bow many soldiers 
from both countries are tak- 
ing part in tbe exercises or 
the location of tbe war 
games but said that "sailors 


and marines of the U.S. 
Fifth Fleet" are participat- 
ing. No further details were 
immediately available. 

A Jord^an military 
source, who asked not to be 
named, told the Jordan 
Times that a U.S. military 
delegation is expected in 
Jordan next Monday to 
attend some parts of these 
exercises. 

A Jordaiuan-U.S. military 
commission met at the end 
of .April in Amman to dis- 
cuss bilateral miUiary coop- 
eration and set the date for 
the joint exercises. Agence 
France Press (AFP) said. 

Last March. Jordanian 
and U.S. miUiary personnel 
held a three-week land and 
air exercise, code named 
"Early Victory 97". near 
Hamra Hamad, 150 kilo- 
metres northeast of 


Amman, as port of U.S. 
efforts to help upgrade the 
Kingdom's defence capa- 
bilities. 

Lost year, the Kingdom 
received a shipment of 
$100 million worth of mili- 
tary equipment which 
included one C-I30H trans- 
port plane. 18 UH heli- 
copters. 50 M-60 tanks. 250 
transport vehicles, three 
small boats, and other mili- 
tary equipment and light 
weapons. 

Jordan is due to receive 
16 F- 1 6 jet fighters before 
the end of 1997. 

Also last year, U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton named 
Jordan a Special Ally of the 
Unites States of America, 
which entitles tee Kingdom 
to “priority consideration" 
for niiliiary aid and equip- 
ment. 


Official implies Israel has nuclear weapons 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
cannot accede to Arab 
demands for international 
inspection of its nuclear 
facilities until tbe .Arab 
World becomes democratic 
and has been at peace with 
Israel for many years, a 
senior official smd in a 
report published Friday. 

The statement appeared 
to be an implied acknowl- 
edgement that Israel pos- 
sesses nuclear weapons. 

Up till now Israeli offi- 
cials have said only teat the 
Jewish state will not be tbe 
first to introduce nuclear 
weapons into the Mideast. 

. However, according to 
foreign press reports Israel 
m^ufactures nuclear war- 
beads for its missiles at the 
nuclear reactor near the 
southern desert city of 
Dimona. 

In Friday's report, the 


chairman of the Israeli 
atomic energy commission. 
Yaacov Fr£^ said many 
years will have to pass with 
ftiU diplomatic and eco- 
nomic relations between 
Israel and tbe Arab coun- 
tries, before Israel can 
make concessions on the 
nuclear issue. 

Mr. Frank was speaking 
last year ai tee nuclear reac- 
tor at Nahal Sorek. south of 
Tel Aviv, but his words 
were reported Friday for 
tee first time in tec newspa- 
per Haaretz. 

Egypt has demanded that 
Israel sign tbe nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty and 
allow tee International 
Atomic Energy Conmus- 
siOQ (lAECl to inspect the 
Dimona facility. 

By way of comparison, 
Mr. Frank said it took 
Argentina and Brazil 25 


years of hard bargaining to 

reach understanding on the 
nuclear weapons issue, and 
they had not been at war for 
170 years. Israel and its 
Arab neighbours have 
fought five major wars 
since 1948. 

Mr. Frank stud even if 
Israel and the Arab coun- 
tries do reach an agreement 
on monitoring of nuclear 
facilities, it will have to 
include bilateral in.spection. 
because international 
inspection has not always 
proven effectire. 

In spite of repeated Israeli 
warnings, inspectors of the 
lAEC failed to detect Iraq’s 
strenuous efforts to develop 
nuclear weapons in the 
years leading up to the 
1991 Gulf war. After tee 
war tbe commission admit- 

(Continued on page 3 ) 
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Saddam behind Idrkish offensive 


in Iraq, Iraqi opposition claims 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iraqi Pres- 
ident Suddam Hussein is 
behind the Turidsh incursion 
into northern Iraq. Iraqi 
opposition ngures raeedng in 
London said Thursday. 

‘The Baghdad regime, 
ready to do anything in order 
to stay in power, is responsi- 
ble for the Tuiidsh invasion," 
.Ay-atolluh Mohammad Baqer 
Hakim, leader of the supreme 
council for the Islamic Revo- 


lution in Iraq, said. 

“Accoiding to our informa- 
tion. the invasicxi was caiiied 
out under an agreen^t 
between the Baghdad regime 
and the Turkish iiulitaiy,’' he 
said in a statement sent to 
Dubai. 

A statement fiom all 37 
Iraqis meeting in London 
said} ■ condemn the 
crimes and policies of the 
regime of Saddam." They 


TURKISH ADVANCE IN IRAQ 


Turkish troops have pushed ^deeperhb kaq hanhpasthojsii^ained 
agahst Kurdish reb^.alsnn rg nej^botrrg rations who hauebuilEup tier 
own Ibroesh heregisn 
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show “the inability of the 
regime in protecting the 
integrity' of Iraq and safe- 
guarding its territory,” leav- 
ing it open to foreign inter- 
ventioo, the group added in 
the statement 

The mostly Shiite Muslim 
group included liberals, for- 
mer solders, dissidents from 
Iraq's ruling Baath Party, 
Ar^ nadonalists and mem- 
bers of the Patriot Union 

of Kurdistan 
(PUK), a nor- 
thern Iraqi 
Kurdish group. 

They said 
they “strongly 
condemn" the 
*njikish incur- 
sion into 
nordiem Iraq 
which is “con- 
trary to 
international 
principles and 
norms" and 

rfpTTiflniieri ’T\ir- 

key's inunedi- 
ace withdrawal 
horn Iraq. 
Tudeey invad- 
ed nortiiem 
Iraq May 14 
in what it said 


was 


a cam- 
paign for a 
Tiraiced" peri- 


od against Turidsh Kurd sep- 
aratists using the area as a 
base fiom which to attack 
Turidsh government targets. 

The Turidsh army said late 
Wednesday that h had seized 
the Kurdish Labour Party’s 
fPKK) main base in nottbem 
Iraq when troops entered the 
Zap Valley, 23 kilome&es 
horn the Turidsh bordec 

According to army figures, 
1.146 PKK rebels have been 
killed in the opetadon. The 
army has not given its own 
casualty figures. 

The Kurdistan Democranc 
Party, the PUK’s main rival 
has been helping the Turks in 
didr battle against PKK 
rebels. The Iraqi opposidon 
figures said die incursion is 
hampering die implementar 
tioD of U.NT. Security Resolu- 
tion 986, the oii-for-food. 
agreement, which allows Iraq 
to export limited amounts of 
crude oil so it can buy food 
and medicine. 

In northern Iraq, Iraqi Kur- 
distan, which has been 
autonomous from Baghdad 
since 1991. the UN. is direct- 
ly distributing supplies 
imported under Resolution 
1986. 


Retired Bethlehem 


mayor says successor 
should be Christian 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM CAP) — EUas Fieij, the long- 
time Palestinian mayor of the Biblical town of Bethle- 
hem. said Friday his successor should be a Christian like 
him. 

'This is the city where our Lord Jesus walked, so we 
have to maintain the (Christian character of the city," 
Freij. 80, told 4Kb. Associated Brass ' - 
Freij retired ilXu^ Svdbk aftet75*y6ar^‘ds'a^0r*ofithe? 
town where tradition says Jesus was bom. Freij also 
resigned from the post of tourism minister in President 
Yasser Arafat's cabinet. 

Palestinian-nm Bethlehem has a Muslim majority, but 
Freij. a Greek Orthodox Christian, said be was confident 
that the next mayor would also be a CHiristian. 

“The mayor of Bethlehem will always be a Christian," 
he said. “Bethlehem is the spiritual capital of the Christ- 
ian world, just as Mecca is the spiritual capital of the 
Mu.slini world." 

Freij' deputy and fellow Christian. Hanna Nasser, is 
currently serving as acting mayor, but Arafat has the 
authority to replace Nasser should he so choose. 

Freij said the next mayor would have to prepare for 
millennium celebrations marking 2,0(X) years since the 
binh of Jesus. He said the Palestinian authority has not 
provided sufficiem funds for the event, and stopped him 
fruni rai.<;ing the money himself. 

‘They have not given me freedom to work. I could 
have gouen the funds easily. I have so many friends in 
Europe." he .said. 

Freij was known intemaiionaliy us the host of Christ- 
ma.s cve celebrations that drew thousands of pilgrims to 
Bethlehem's Church of the Nativity, built on the site 
\\ here tradition holds Jesus was bom. 

In December he presided over the first Christmas 
in Bethlehem under Palestinian rule, days after Israeli 
troops pulled out of the city they had occupied since the 
l‘>o7 Muicust war. 

Over the years, Freij’s moderate views brought him 
into eonnici w ith the PLO and the Israeli government. 

Freij was first elected mayor of Bethlehem in (972. 
lUo yetirs after Israel occupied the West Bonk. He has 
been a member of the citv council since 1946. 


Hizbullah leader calls 
for civil disobedience 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Sheikh 
Sobhi Tofidli. leader of the 
radical wing of tiie Iranian- 
backed HizboUah, launched 
the “revolution of die starv- 
ing" called for a civil disobe- 
(tience on July 4, a Beirut 
newspaper said Friday. 

Tn the first stage of die civil 
discrtjedience, ^ 200,0(X) 
uihabit^ .of BaaII^;>Her-:, 
rn^., ‘^(eaa'./.LdiaDoii)' will ' 
abst^fiom paying electiiaty 
and water 1^ as well as‘ aU ' 
other taxes," he told A1 Nahar 
daOy. Ml Tofoill a foimer 
secretaiy general of the Mus- 
lim Shiite group, s^d the gov- 
enunent should guarantee free 
education and hospitalisatioD, 
reduce taxes on low-income 
earners and e.xempt the poor 
from electricitv and water 
bills. 

‘Tf die state fails to fulfil our 


demands by July 4, we will 
march down to Beirut and 
atteaq)t to do all that leads to a 
geoer^ paralysis, llie govern- 
ment w^ h^ to bend down 
or resign," he said. 

He also criticised Hlzbol- 
lah's current leadership as 
“n^ative and relDctant," 
accusing it of failing to meet 
the oee^.of « 

dominantly' Smite eastern 
BekaaWley. 

Ml TofaSfi stressed ihai lus‘‘ 
movement was not a split 
within Hi 2 t>onalL 

“HizboUah is an Islamist 
Dxnrement and not a Lebanese 
party, because Lebanon is an 
incoDgrucHis French entity." 

Hlzbolfah, wtucb has Syrian 
political support, spearheads 
military c^i^ations to force 
Israel to withdraw from south- 
ern Lebanon. 





An Iranian woman votes alongside her children at Bmmt’s Iranian embassy on Friday, More than three thousand 
Iranian riti»ns living in were e^q>ected to vote for a successor to retiring Ihresident Ah Akbar Hashenu 

Rafsaqjani (Reuters photo) 


Large Iranian election turnout in UAE 


yai 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iranian 
citizens packed their 
nation’s missions in the 
United Arab Emirates Fri- 
day to cast their votes in the 
election to choose Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani's successor. 

Large nunfoers of voters 
arriv^ at the Iranian con- 


sulate in the emirate of 
Dubai which had nine bal- 
lot. boxes for overseas 
votes. 

In Abu Dh^l where the 
embassy set up six ballot 
boxes, a similar crowd of 
voters showed up, an offi- 
cial there, who asked not to 
be identified, said. 


Male and female voters 
also flooded I ranian con- 
sulates in the UAE's other 
emizates, Sbaijah, Ajman. 
Urn A1 Qiwsdn, Ras A1 
Khaymah and Fujairah. 

The heavy turnout reflect- 
ed political excitement 
inside Iran, where the elec- 
tion was (he most hard 


fought between coirserva- 
rive and moderate faictiom 
since the 1979 Islamic rev- 
olution. 

According to unoffidal 
figures, 150,000 Iranians 
live in the UAE. The coim- 
tiy’s total population is2.23 
million. 70 per cent of 
whom are expatriates. ' . 


Israel mulls letting external spy 
service cover Palestinian areas 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s 
secret service wants to transfb: 
inteUi^nce gathering in die 
^estitiiah' t^(bries.hS>' die' 
hany in a switch chat would 
^»^[uate- ■ i. , . ■ Palestinian 

iautonomous areas withi for- 
eign states, an Israeli newq»- 
periepos^ Friday. 

The Yediot Aharonoc report- 
ed that Ami Ayalon, head of 
the Shin Beth domestic intelli- 
gence service, was proposing 
to give up his agency’s 
responsibility for Pal^tinian- 
nilol zones of tiie Bank 
and (jaza Strip. Ayalon thinks 
the autonomous areas created 


under die Oslo peace accords intelligence purposes and 
should be the lespmisibiUty of were placed und^ die Shin 
army intelligence, wfaidi tea- Bet, dte agency in chaige of 
ditfonahyrhamfie^peicei^'' fatmiaPdirealsio stare 

■pfjg agency’s aedvnies in 

: the terriimies grew .ponsida'r j 
. aUy aspattofjkaeUefipitsfo 
put down die 19^-1993 


threats from neighbouriug 
, Arab stares, it.said- ... jv 
: ‘tjatherihg infonnation 
about the P alestinian police 
should no longer be the job of 
Stun Beth but of army intdlir 
gence,” he was quoted as 
telling aides woiking on a 
reform of the secret service. 

After Israel c^mired the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
during the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war. the tenitories were 
defined as domestic areas for 


against 


*np ri«ang ‘ 

Israeli occupation. 

V^ih die Falestiman authori- 
ty now in fuO orpartial control 
ot most of the C^za Strip and 
about a third of the West Bank, 
Ayalon wants Shin Beth to 
return to its primaiy counter- 
terrorism and counter-espi- 
onage tasks inside Israel. 


Sudanese minister denies government targeted churches 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
Sudanese government minis- 
ter on Thursday denied a 
recent claim tty a Sudanese 
bishop that the countiy's 
Islamist authorities had delib- 
erately singled out churches 
for demolition to prevent 
Christian worship. 

Social planning minis ter 
Mohammad Osman A1 Khali- 
fa, quoted by the official 
Sudan News Agency (SUNA) 
said the charge made by Khar- 
toum's Ronuui Catholic Arch- 
bishop Monsignor Gabriel 
Zoub^ Wako earlier this 
month was “ill-intended." 


Mr. Khalifa said demolition 
operations had involved 
mosques as well as churches 
and were carried out as part of 
town planning projects. 

“The demolitioo operations 
referred to by the bi^op fell 
within a comprdiensive 
replanning project covering 
entire residential areas that 
included unauthorised houses, 
schools, mosques and duircb- 
es, with a view to moving 
those buildings to planned 
areas wxtii health, educatioaal 
and other services," he said 

The mimster ^ not say 
how maity chuzefaes and 


mosques had been demol- 
ished but he said more 
mosques tiian churches had 
been affected and that 12 
Islamic institutions had been 
razed in riiantytown areas of 
dieaqrital 

SUNA did o(X identify the 
bishop or say when he 
the statement But in a letter 
to the Sudanese government 
published in the ^tican daily 
Osservatore Romano on May 
9, Mr. Wako denounced what 
he called a “calculated plan" 
to destroy religious buildings 
and inhibit Quistian worship 
in Sudan. 


‘This is a calculated plan, 
based on government deci- 
sions — unannouiiced but 
effectively ^lied — aimed 
at malring expression of the 
Christian faith extremely dif- 
ficult particulady for 
Catholics." Mr. Wako said. 

Police using buDdozeis 
have destictyed mote than 20 
Catholic places of worship in 
foe Khartoum region in tiie 
last few years. Ml Wako 
called on foe government to 
bale the destruction immedi- 
ately and compensate die 
church fix' the losses. 

The govenimeat has 


authorised the construction of 
a Catholic church in the Khar- 
tonm region for 26 years. Ml 
'V jfakosaid. 

Ml Khalifa said “the bish- 
op's stteement implies ill-pur- 
pose, incitement to conffict 
and agitation of other drcles." 

He said the statement 
“serves no purpose and is 
incompatible widi the peace 
aimos^re created by tire 
peace agreement" — a refer- 
ence R> a pe^ accord rigned 
April with several rebel 


u 


not 


groups in tire south where tire 
population is mainly Christian 
and animisiL 


Red Army 
suspect says 
he does not 
understand 
his aiiest..,., 
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Tokyo (AFR — The only 
survivor ot a Japanese Red 
Army commando tsam 
wiuch attadcedlxxi airport in 
1bl Aviv in 1972 has said he 
did not understand why be 
was anesred by Lebaioese 
authorities, in an interview 
published Fridity. 

T have been fi^iting along 
with Arab scares, and donY 
know why I was aoested.” 
49-year-old Kozo CMcamoto 
told tire Tokyo Shimbun in an . 
iiuerview at a prison in the ' 
suburbs of Beirut on l^fednes- 
d^. 

Okamoto. who is suspected 
of having jtfared the L^ air- ~ 
port shoeing that left 26 peo- . 
pie dead, was among five sus- 
pected members of die Japan- 
ese Red Aimy arrested is . 
February in Lebanon. ' 

They are to go on trial ^ 
month CXI charges of uso^ 
false documents, accmtffhg re/ 
Lebanese judici^ soured 

The Ibkyo daily inter- 
viewed Okarnoro along wiQi 
three exfaer suspects . at the 
prison. It carried a i^ioib of 
tire four wearing shins 
and standBiig behind a &ice. 
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.IORDAN TELE\TSION 
Tcl 773111-19 
PROCRV.M.ME TWO 

15;35 Frcnw'h PrD^ratnme.s 

I6:IW Gilicuc World Spon Spe- 
cial 

I6t30 Doc. — Innmud<ms 


JORDAN TIMES GUIDE AND ^LENDAR 


17:15 ....Dr.inia — BiucHeelens 

lOrfM) 


French 

IQ'U) 


19^.15 ComeJv 

— HancIn'Wiih 

Mr. CcH*pcr 

20:00 K'ature film — “Kindger- 

garden Cop" 
22:00 


22:25 The 23 

Annual People's 

Awards 

23:15 Feature film — “Back lo 

Future lU" 


PRA\^R TIMES 

AV59 

Fnjf 

05:29 

...(Suiuiscl Duha 

i?.ri 

Dhiihr 
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CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the .Ajuuiiucaiion 

Tcl. 637440. 

De la SaBe Church Tei. 66 1656. 
Terra Sancta Churdi Tel. 
622.^66 

Church of the AonundatiMi 
Tcl. 62.3541 

AngUcan Chuitb Tel. 652826. 
Aimenian Cathdic Church 
Tel. 771531. 

.Anncnian Orthodox Cburdi 
Tcl. 775261. 

St Ephraim Churdi TeL 
771751. 

Amman fatgmatio nal ChoTCb 

Tel. 827126 

F rangpJifiai Luthsan ChUTCh 

Tel. 824328. 

German^peakiog Evangelical 
CoogregatxHi Tel. 845457 
The Latter-D«y Saints Tel. 
6,54932. 

Churdi ai Jiaartae Tel. 
675691. 

The Evai^dical Local Churdi 

in Amman Tel 81 1295 

English-^ieaklng 

Latin Cothnlka Farish TeL 

614190. 


Moderate we:uher conditions will 
prex'oU with winds nortiiwesteily 
modenoe. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly iixxleiaie and seas 
calm. 

Mio/Max. temp. 

Amman ......_ .....17/30 

.23/37 


Dn Ahmad Qaim _ 

Al Quds pharmacy 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad .,..,.985550 


J28I484 
-I—) 


Jordan Television J73 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 


Khalifdi pbarmaty .985417 


Water Authority ,..,..,.....680100 
Jordan Etectiidty Authority 
815615 


Queen Alla Hoqrital 602240/50 

Amal Hoqrital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 


DEPARTURES 


on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 5Z700 or (08) 
523250. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) lights 
Aq^iRJD 


Deserts 15/32 

Jordan Valley - ,,22/?7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Ovfl Defence Department 
.661111 


Electric 


Power Company 
636381 


'kesieiday's (ligh temperaiuies: 
Amman 29 Aqsdn 37 Hunu^ty 
readings: Amman 34 per cent. 
Aqaba 29 percem. 


St. Nfary of Nazareth Churdi 
Sweifieht TeL 8 10740 
Assemblies of Ck)d Churdi Tel. 
6327S5. 


WEATHER 

BuUain supjMed by /he Depart- 
mem of Meteorology 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
.AMMAN: 

Ih: Jihad Sammmir . 765018 

DnCbalebZawaidefa .^..736011 
Dl KhddounAribur ......699140 

Dl Htdiam Kan*nn 7902S6 

Firas lAannaey ...... ,661912 

Ferdows iriiarmacy 778336 

Al Asema {diarmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ...,.623672 

.AI SAbww pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmrfcani pharmacy _.:637660 

Na^ pharmacy .....847632 

IRBID: 


Gvil Defence Iminedate Resene 

630341 

Gvii Dddice Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

fire Br^ade 17101 

Blood Bank...,. 775121 

Hi^way Pdice .....843402 

TVafBc Police 896390 


RJ Fli^t Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia InlL Airport OS- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Mecfical Centre 

— 813813G2 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 
6442S1/6 


Public Security Department 
630321 


Hotel Comjriaints fiOSSOO 

Price Conplaiiits ...>>..>661176 
Water and Sewen^ Com- 

plaiots.. 897467 

Amman Monidpaiity Com- 

pbinls 787111 

Tdepbone Infonnatioo (dlrec- 
lotyasaslanee) .»...I21 


Akfldi Mstenity, J. Anm. 

«2441/2 

Jabal Amman Maiennty 
642362 


Overseas Cans 010230 

Central Amman Tdepbone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Idephone Repairs 


Malhas, J.. Amman »»636140 
Paiestme^ Shmeisaiii >.>607071 
ShmdsaniHoqiital »>.669131 
Univei^ Ho^iital _»84S84S 
AI-Moasher Hoq>itaLj667227/9 
The Idamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahl4AbdaS .664164/6 

Italian, AtMnhaifeai 

77710W 


SpeciaLSi 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa 

irgecy 865199 

Govt Hospital 

Zarqa 

National Hosidtal 

. .. 

Dm Sina Hosixtal >>(09)986732 
Al Hikam Modem Hospital 
. .. _r09)0QnQQn 

XRBID; 

Princess 

Bsana Hositita] 
,>(02p75555 

Greek 

Catfu& Hoqthal 

.. . 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
.«n)747inn 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Bayn Hospital 
403)314111 


AKIttVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) P Tightg 
08KK) .»>.»._>.Damascus (RJ) 
lOdO j^qaba (RJ) 


— 

I0:4o Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 —J4ew Delhi (RJ) 

11HJ5 Beirut (RJ) 

31:30 — >.»».»Colombo (RJ) 
15rf0 New York. Amsterdam (RJj 

17sl0 — Cairo (RJ) 

39:10 — ».Xondon, Bcriin (RJ; 
JOrfO ^Vienna (RJ) 


07:00 

12:05 

12:35 

(RJ) 

12^15 

13KK) 

13:15 

14:00 

15:00 


>VieonaCRJJ] 


Anasteidam, New Yodc 


Paris (RJ) 

..Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 
>Cano(i^ 


>LoDdon^ I 


.Brussels^ 

21:05 — Riy adh , Dhahnm 

21:15 ..>.>Baiirain,‘D6M) 

21:20 — • 

21:50 Booibty 


22:00 .....Abu Dhabi, Dobai C K^ I 
22:35 Lamaca.r" ' 


01:55 

06ri)0 


— LamacaCRJ) 
-Bangkok (RJ) 


Oflier Flig h ts 
06:10 , 


Other FBgfats 
(MH)0 
06:50 


Jakarta (GA) 

w7uj 5 -London, Damascus (BAI 

13KI0 Jtiyadh (SV) 

13:10 -Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
INTERNAT[<»4AL 
AIRPORT 


Al-Basfah; J. 


AshraGeh 

.77S11U26 


661101 


Army, Marita 891611/15 


This infbnnatiCHi is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
d^anmeot at die Queen Alia 
Iniimiatioaai Aiipan Tel. 
(08)5^00 wbm it should 
alw^s be verified. Infonnation 


1*05 — — Vienna (OS) 
19:15 —..DubaL Damascus (EK) 
20:10- JLondon (GA) 
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- 1:10 Paris, Damascus (AF) 
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Home News 


JPA council to meet with prime minister 




By Amy Hcodersoo 

^teciai to the tunes 

AMMAN — President of 
the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion Seif Sherif ai^ nfflmced 
yester^y that die JPA 
' council will meet with 
Prime Minister Abdui 
Salam Majali and h^Qnister 
of State fcK* Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi this 
nKmung in an effort to alle- 
viate &e crisis between 
press and the ^venunent. 
wrou^t by the introduction 
erf the amended Press and 
Publications Law last week. 

‘miere is nothing spcail 
on the agenda as of yet,’' 
Mr. Sherif told the Jordan 
Tunes. Tve said from the 
begmning diat we should 
inititate a dialogue between 
die JPA and the govern- 
ment, and ht^iefiiUy, 
(today) will be the begin- 
ning of sudi a dialogue.’* 

Fuiy over the introduc- 
tion of strict amendments to 
the 1993 Press and Publica- 
tions law led to the immedi- 
ate resignatiem of the JPA 
counciL with the excepuon 
erf Mr. Sherif, and die rerig- 
nadems of presidents of all 


professional associations 
are eiqiected today. A 
protest aga^ the new law, 
staged mainly by jouinal- 
ists and Disposition figures 
near the Pn^ Ministiy last 
Tuesday, ended in violent 
confrontadon with police, 
and resulted in minor 
injuries to several protes- 
tors. 

Following the tumult, the 
council of die press associ- 
ation withdrew their rerig- 
natifwis in fsvouT of initiat- 
ing dialogue with the gov- 
ernment, Mr. Sherif said. 

Although Mr. Sherif 
denied that the JPA had a 
specific agenda in mind in 
entering into discussion 
with & govenmient, JPA 
council member Khalil 
Sbobaki said yesterday that 
council members would ask 
the government for an 
explanadon of the law’s 
introduction without prior 
consultation widi tibe JPA, 
and the reason it allowed 
the assault and arrest of 
journalists — many of th en ] 
working for foreign news 
agencies — dining a 
**peaceful protest " 

The meeting is not 


expected to result in a mod- 
ification of the govern- 
ment's position. Kailier last 
week, Dr. Mutawi said that 
the government "had no 
intention whatsoever of 
revoking the temporary law 
under any circumstances.** 

"I believe that meeting 
with die prime minis ter is a 
positive step,** sad Mr. 
Sbobaki, “although I don't 
Imow vriiat the outcome 
will be. However, we can 
say diat any steps we take 
a&r the meeting will have 
more meaning.” 

Ml Sbobaki also said diat 
the collective “withdrawaT 
of the council’s resigna- 
tions was not a comfriete 
withdrawal and that it was 
only a postponement until 
die meedog of the JPA’s 
general assembly, sched- 
^ed for June 6. 

“This gives us a chance to 
talk tt> me governmem and 
gives the government a 
chance to reconsider its 
decision.” 

The new law is laigely 
thought to restrict free&m 
of expression in die country 
and is expected to close 
down most weekly newspa- 


pers, including political 
party publications. Weekly 
publications have long been 
a thorn in the govenunent's 
side. Ihe JPA itself often 
has been criticised not 
disdplioiog the weeklies 
when they violated profes- 
rional standasds. 

However, Ml Sbobaki 
defended t^ JPA’s posititui 
saying diat the association 
and (be previous govern- 
ment had agreed that the 
governmenc could refer a 
paper to the JPA discipli- 
nary council for “ofifeading 
traditions and morals.” 
’They simply never 
referred a case to us,” be 
said. “We believe this (the 
fact that JPA has not 
penalised those who violate 
^fessional standards) is 
an excuse. Ibe govern- 
ment. we feel is upset by 
the political issues raised in 
these papers and it is look- 
ing for an excuse to SK^ the 
weeklies from publicising 
these issues.” 

Dr. Mutawi could not be 
reached for comment yes- 
terday. 


Jordan denies Jewish land claims in the Kingdom 
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By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has categorically 
denied claims by tfae Israeli National Jew- 
ish Fund (NJF) that the fend owns 10 
square Idlometres of land northeast of 
Amman. 

The NJF claiins that it is in possession of 
deeds, &ting back to 1920, proving the 
r^tiation of these lands in its name. 

Director of the Lands and Survey 
DqsEtxnent Ibiaium Mistnu* was Thurs- 
day quoted by the local press as string 
that “in 1933 the first Jordaniu law was 
mified, allowing ntm-Jordanians to own 


land in the Kingdom.” 

“In the 1940s, the government eoodua- 
ed a plan of land in the Kingdom and 
announced a three-year ^ace period dur- 
ing which clrimants to any land could con- 
test the results of the new i^an or snbmh 
documents proving land ownership,” Mr. 
Mismarstat^ 

Tf the NJF owned documents or reri 
estate deeds, why did they not submit 
them during that grace period to prove 
their rights?” Mr. Mismar asked as dted 
by Al Aswaq Arabic daily. 

NJF Director Chaim C(^n was 
Wednesday tooted by Israel Radio as 


maintaining that the NJF owns 10 square 
fdiometres of land in Jordan located north- 
east of Amman. 

Mismar described any NJF claims to 
land ownership in Jordan as false. 

He added ttuU not a single document in 
his department supports the frraeli claim. 

The urban plan which reorganised the 
Kingdom in the 1940s was final and cannot 
be comesttd, according to Mr. Mismar. 

Any documents issued before tiiis plan, 
and during the grace period, 

are considered invalid, he concluded. 


Jordanian architect vies to create 
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By Tanya Habjouqa 
SpecUd to the Jordan Tunes 



AMMAN — Jordanian archi- 
tect Rasem Badran has been 
selected from 80 cooresiants to 
participate in the International 
Architectural ConyietiUon fora 
Museum of Islamic Arts in 
Doha, Qatar: 

One of eight finalists nomi- 
nated, Mr. Badran mil be com- 
peting with die likes of 
renomied British architect 
Richard Rogers, responrible 
for the creation of the Musfe 
Geoiges Pompidou in Paris. 

“The conqMrition will be 
tough — it mil include all 
aqiects of modem architectural 
schools of duni^” Mr. Bad- 
ran explained. 

The competition includes 
architects from around the 
globe, with styles ranging from 
post-modernist and decoostruc- 
tionist to hi^Hech. he said. 

Badran was informed of 
nonunion last April and 
has until July 13 to preseat his 
final submisrion, according to 
the {RofessioDal advisor of tfae 
competition, Suha Ozkan. 

The objective is to find a 
style for the creation of an 
Islamic museum in Dt^ Mr. 
Badran said. 

“The goal is to culturally, 
spritually, and intellectually 
‘lefotilise’ the city for a bal- 
anced downtown area,” be said. 
“We want to inqiire cultural 


thoii^t in the dty residents.” 

The other coirqjetitors are: 
Oriol Bofaigas firom Spain, 
Chaiies Correa Ibnn India, 
Hans HoUdn from Austria, 
James Wines from the United 
States, Arata Isozald from 
Japan and Zaha Hadid of Iraqi 
and British descent, coirently 
residing in tfae United King- 
dom. 

Accordittg to Mr. Badran, all 
conqieting architects are well- 
known and the recipients of 
internalioiial awards. 

T'm curious to see the 
im^es of which these very 
diverse architects concedve,” 
Mr. Badran said. 

Mr. Badran’s method of 
arefaiteemre, which he terms 
“continuity through the times” 
has brought him international 
acclaiio. 

His work has been show- 
cased bi Yemen, Sandi Arabia, 
Lebanon, and Malaysia. 

T look more towards the 
spiritual meaning of events 
rather then their expresuon,” 
he said. Tt is not a revivalist 
approach.” 

Mr. Badran believes that it 
might have been his worit in 
Sandi Arabia which earned him 
the 1995 Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture which, in turn, 
helped him win entry into the 
Islamic museum competitioiL 

He was presented the Aga 
Khan Award for his reconstruc- 
tion of the Great Mosque of 


Riyadh and, redevciopniait of 
the dhy centre. 

T rebuilt the origfaial mosque 
on a larger scale with the inten- 
tion of ensuring that it would 
not become alienated from its 
original uiban htiiric.” Mr. 
Badran said. 

“Around the mosque, 1 creat- 
ed many public spaces that jmn 
the mosque and the adjacent 
Palace of Justice — allowing h 
to bectnne more socially inte- 
grated with city events,” he 
added. 

According to Mr. Badran, 
these public areas have become 
festival ^aces, used during 
prayer, rest, and as Friday mar- 
kets. 

Tt’s a very successful exua- 
pie of how you can give a dev- 
astated ci^ centre a new 
birtii — built on the values of 
the past,” he said. 

Mr. Badran was also the 
recipient of the 19S>7 Sida 
Seafront Award, for bis plan te 
redevelop the Lebanese pon 
ci^, destroyed by the 1982 
Israeli invasion. 

The project is cunently in 
need of funds before construc- 
tion can ensue, but studies are 
underway. 

“The concern is how to rede- 
velop an ancient dty into a 
lively one — not for the 
tourists but for the [residents] 
themselves,” Mr. Badran sad. 
“Our aim is to let the pei^le 
live inside [the andeot d^] 


again, not io create a theatrical 
image like Kan Zaman (in Jor- 
dan) but a creative dty for the 
peoide themselves.” 

Mr. Badran and bis team of 
20 architects are cunendy 
derisEog their plan for the Ddia 
Museum of Islanuc Art and 
keeping it top secreL 
The Jordanian team includes 
young, distinguisbed architects 
from the universities of Jordan, 
Yarmonk, and tiie Jordan Uni- 
versiiy of Sdence and Ibchnol- 
ogy, besakL 

“As the only Muslim Arab in 
this conqietidoii, wife fee 
exception of Ms. Hafed who 
was raised in Britain, I hope 
that I can grasp and create the 
museum Aey are [seeking],” 
Mr. Badran sdd. T want to cre- 
ate a museum which is sacred 
— something wluch will teadi 
pec^ for hundreds of years.” 
He stressed that a museum 
should not be dead storage 
space and hopes to create an 
inviting space and a model of 
ways CO appreciate Islanuc arL 
Tt will be the second of its 
kind in fee Arab Word,” be 
said. *The first having been 
constructed in Egypt.” 

The Qatari goveromeot is 
sponsoring tiie current compe- 
tition, and has requested the 
assistance of die Aga Khan 
Trust for Culture to oversee and 

coradinate all aspects of the 
competition. 
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Criminal Court postpones subpoenas in Masri case 


By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Times Ste^ Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criiiunal Court Thursday postponed its 
decision to subpoena four new prosecution witnesses in the 
case of Mazen Masri. accused of killing his two children 
last September, until a further unspecified lime. 

Criminal Prosecutor Ali .Abu Hjeleh bad asked the court 
last "Week to subpoena a patht^ogist and three criitunai lab 
experts to claxify an alleged criminal labonntMy miscalcu- 
lation conceming the peicemage of cyanide detected in the 
deceased childrra’s blood. 

“If the court detennines that these witnesses are neces- 
sary to the case, they will be summoned to testify.” Presid- 
ing Court Justice Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq maintained 
Judge Tawfiq also asked the criminal prosecutor to pre- 
pare his closing aigument in the case, “in order to allow the 
defence to also submit its closing argument.” 

Defence Attorney Ahmad Najdawi had contested the 
prosecution’s request to summon the witnesses, stating chat 
the prosecution has rested its case, and therefore “caimot 


subpoena new witnesses.” 

Mr. Masri reportedly confessed to authorities on Sept. 2S 
of Iasi year to poisoning bis two children Hanin, eight, and 
Hani. six, cyanide before leaving to woiic on the 
morning of SepL 11. 

Four months later, however, Mr. Masri retracted his con- 
fessions io court claiming that all of his confessions had 
been fabricated to end psychological pressure administered 
b>' police. 

In April of this year, a defence expert testified that for the 
children to have had a concentration of 600 to 6S0 mil- 
ligrammes of cyanide salts per blood litre, apparently 
detected ihrou^ criminal labc^tory tests, each child miLst 
have consumed three sizeable cyanide pills. 

The expert’s testimony contradicts Mr. Masri’s confes- 
sion to authorities that he proffered one cyanide pill to each 
child. 

Justices Tawfiq, Mifleh Mubeidin and Ismael Hmoz post- 
poned the case until June 3 to hear the prosecution's clos- 
ing argument. 


Dakamseh defence team to be formed 


By L(^a Kdlani 

Sipecio/ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A le^ 
defence team is soon be 
formed to defend Ahmad 
Dakamseh, the soldier who 
allegedly shot and killed 
seven Israeli schoolgirls in 
March, according to 
Defence Attorney Ahmad 
Nejdawi. 

A committee, represent- 
ing a group of political 
activists and naming itself 
The Popular (Ilommitiee 
for the Defence of Soldier 
Ahmad Dakamseh (PCD- 
SAD), Thursday held a 
meeting with Mr. Nejdawi. 

They opened registration 
for any Jordanian or Arab 
lawyer who might volun- 
teer to join the defence 
team. 

The charges against the 
27-year old corporal who 
opened fire on Israeli 
schoolgirls visiting the 
Baqoura area of the north- 
ern Jordan Valley, could 
lead to his execution, Mr. 


Nejdawi m^ntained. 

'Die four main charges 
levelled against Corporal 
Dakamseh, Wefeiesday 
include premeditated mur- 
der, attempted murder, 
menacing use of a fuearm 
wd military mutiny. 

“Some of the above 
charges could carry the 
death penalty,” the defence 
attorney, a pro- Iraq 
Baathist, maintained. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the soldier had con- 
fessed to planning to mur- 
der Israelis “more than 
once.” 

The same day of the 
attack, the soldier espied a 
bus transporting Israeli 
children, around the age of 
10. but did not attack as he 
considered them roo 
young, the charge sheet 
said. 

When another bus crans- 
portmg approximately 50 
Israeli schoolgirls, bet- 
ween fee ages of 12 and 
14. arrived in fee area, the 
soldier, at a distance of 


approximately 30 metres, 
“picked up his rifle and 
began to shoot at the 
girls... until his rifle 
jammed.” according to the 
sheet. 

The PCDSAD commic- 
tee. headed by former Jus- 
tice Najib Rashdao and 
partially composed of 
President of the Jordon 
Engineer’s Association 
and former Deputy Leith 
Shubeilat, fomier Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obiedat 
and Islamic Action Front 
(lAF) Deputy Hammam 
Sa'id. has been calling on 
the government to hold an 
open and fair trial for the 
corporal. 

The committee issued a 
statement Thursday criti- 
cising fee government for 
forbidding fee soldier’s 
family members from 
meeting wife him on a reg- 
ular basis. 

They have met wife him 
twice since his anesL 

Describing the conunit- 
tee’s defence of fee soldier 


as closer to a political 
statement than a step lo 
ensure justice, one politi- 
ck analyst, requesting 
anonymity, Ascribed the 
majority of opposition 
poUttcai ptuties and pro- 
fessional associations os 
riding a tide of popularity. 

He referred to their state- 
ments colling for a juuit 
trial and condemning the 
investigation committee as 
an attempt to play on the 
public sympathy which fee 
soldier currently enjoys. 

Mr. Dakamseh will stand 
a military unal next Tues- 
day. 

According to Jordanian 
law, verdicts issued by a 
Military Court cannot be 
appealed. 

’The trial, to be presided 
over by Brigadier Ma'- 
moun Khasawneh, will 
include a panel of five 
judges and be held in dif- 
ferent locations of militaiy 
command centres scattered 
around the suburbs of 
Amman. 


Iranians vote in large numbers 


(Cootmoed firom pi^ 1 ) 

along wife the central city 
of Esfahan, according to 
independent reports. 

Many voters listed fee 
country's chronically high 
unemployn^t and bring- 
ing down inflation, along 
with a desire for more 
social freedom, as fee 
majm* issues. 

Siome Iranians said they 
were voting for the first 
time becauK they were 
inspired by Mr. Khatami. 
Others in northern Tehran 
said tiiey were not so enthu- 
siastic tot voted for him as 
“a protest against fee 
regin^” 

“Mr. Khatami has already 
sbowm feat he is more open 
to change,” said Agbdas, a 
IstixHatory technician in her 
late 20s who only wanted to 
give her first name. 

Mr. Khatami was also 
dravring laige support from 
Azad Shahr, where Ali, 50. 
a grocery store owmer. smd 
“he's a good man and very 
educated, fee country needs 
somebody to woric.*’ 

Mr. Khatami forced to 
resign as culture minister in 
1992 under pressure from 
conservatives and hardlin- 
ers, has made personal free- 
dom, democracy and fee 
rule of law the main themes 


of tus campaign' platfqirh 
Mr. Nateq-Nourl who 
has a spotless revolutionary 
record, supports free-mar- 
ket reforms and is close to 
Iran's paramount leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
He is expected to draw 
heavy support firom Iran's 
rural areas. 

Outgoing President Ali 
Akbar Ha^mi Rafsanjani 
has to leave office alter 
serving fee two consecutive 
four-year terms allowed 
under the Iranian constitu- 
tion. 

Four candidates, all of 
them loyal to the Islamic 
Republic, were allowed to 
run in today's polls, but 
234 other hopefels were 
disqualified b^use they 
did not meet fee regime’s 
ideolt^c^ and technic^ 
criteria. 

The election is also being 
contested by outsiders 
Mohammad Mohammadi 
Reyshabri, a former intelli- 
gence minister, and the 
head of fee state registra- 
tion oiganisation Reza 
Zavarei. 

The first results in Iran 
are expected Saturday. If no 
candidate wins an absolute 
majority in fee first elec- 
tion, a run-off will be held 
the following Friday. 


Israel has nuclear weapons 


(Continued from page 1) 

ted it had been deluded by 
the Iraqi governmeot. Also 
in the Haaretz report, one 
of Israel’s leading nuclear 

physicists disclosed that 
Israd deployed medium- 
range ^uod-io-ground 
missiles during fee 1973 
Mideast war. in the hope 
that Egypt would fear they 
were armed wife nuclear 
warheads. 

Yuval Neeman made this 
disclosure to an audience 
in Washington last year, 
but it was reported for fee 
first time Friday. Mr. Nee- 
man is a pt^essor of 
nuclear physics and was at 
the time chairman of fee 
lAEC. 

He said fee Israeli-man- 
ufactured Jericho missiles 
were deployed in response 
to Egypt's deployment of 
two brigades of Scud 
ground-to-ground missiles 
manned by Soviet crews. 


Mr. Neeman said fee 
Israeli army chief-of-staff, 
David Elazar, ordered that 
fee Jericho missile battery 
should not be camou- 
flaged. This was so that 
fee Soviets would detect it 
wife their spy satellites, 
and would inform fee 
Egyptians, who would not 
know whether fee missiles 
had nuclear or convendon- 
al warheads. 

Foreign reports also said 
Israel threatened to fire a 
nuclear missile at fee Syr- 
ian capital Damascus at a 
critical moment in the 
1973 war. 

This was when fee small 
Israeli force stationed in 
the Golan Heights at the 
beginning of fee war was 
on the verge of being over- 
run by superior Syrian 
forces, before Israel had 
time to mobilise its 
reserves, fee reports said. 


RSCN releases Persian 
squirrels into paiic 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal Society for fee Conservation 
of Nature (RSCN) last week released three Persian squir- 
rels in tfae Amman National Park, near Q|ueen Alia 
International Airport highway, in order to increase fee 
species' numbers. 

‘The park is a perfect habitat for this endangered species 
of squirrel, currendy facing extinction in Jordan, Syria, 
Tuikey and Iran,” an RSCN official stated Friday. 

‘Two males and one female of the species were confis- 
cated from a local merchant in Aqaba by an RSCN team, 
wife fee help of fee local police, as fee capture of this 
endangered species is illegal in Jordan,” fee official said. 

He stated that fee squirrels underwent tests in Amman to 
rule out fee possibility of any infectious disease before 
releasing them to their nsaural habitsu. 

“The trapping of these squirrels in Lebanon and Palestine 
has resulted in their extinction from these countries as 
demonstrated by recent studies,” he added. “The existence 
of these squirrels in Jordan is gravely threatened, unless 
prompt action is taken for their protection.” 

The official, employed at the RSCN’s Departmem of 
Research and Studies, explained feat in June of last year a 
team spent some time in fee woods of Ajloun conducting 
studies on squirrels living there. Their findings confirmed 
feat very few squirrels remain in Jordan. 

When asked to estimate fee danger of fee squirrels in the 
Amman park being illicitiy trapped in fee area, nonnally 
\isited vacationers from fee capital and fee nearby 
areas, fee official responded that it is “most difficult to 
catch fee squirrels which essentially disappear by climbing 
high trees, especially pines, of which there are many in the 
park.” 

The squirrels carry pine cones and their seeds to various 
areas, thereby helping to increase fee number of trees, 
according to fee official. 

Previous experiments conducted on squirrels which were 
captured and displaced from their natui^ habitat and then 
later released in wooded areas proved that fee squirrels 
immediately re-adapted to their natural environment, he 
said. 

He appealed to fee public to help fee RSCN protect fee 
natural wealth of Jorc^. 

The RSCN is a private, voluntary oi^ganisation wife pub- 
lic service status. Established in 1966, the society has 
heretofore created six wildlife reserves in order to conser\'e 
natural resources. 


DUBAI - UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE 


GBC are the representatives in the GCC for many 
international, business magazines. 

The Company has clear strategies, established systems 
and aggressive plans for growth offering career prospects. 

Based in the exciting dty of Dubai this position is 
responsible for sales of advertising space to senior 
managers in a variety of industrids. 

Applicants should be US/UK educated, have good 
experience in sates of premium priced sen/ices to 
industrial and coiporate clients. The successful 
candidate will benefit from an attractive, salary and 
bonus on achievement of targets. 

Gray Budness CoiTvmmications. C.V.’s to 
#i F. Hamameh.P.O.BcH(B50707,Swaifi^ 
Amman 111^ Jordan 
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Supporters of Indonesia’s United Development Party (PPP) bom tyres in central Jakarta on Friday after police 
stopped their cars and motorcycles from parading through the capital’s streets, rampaigning for the May 29 gen- 
eral election ended Friday. Violence flared between supporters of the niUng Golkar ^rty and the MosUm-orient- 
ed United Development Party in Jakarta Friday, with p<^ce flrh^ tear gas and rubber bodlets to disperse the clash- 
ing groups (Reuter photo) 

Indonesian police fire to disperse campaign crowd 
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JAKARTA (AFP) — Indo- 
□esian rioi police fired war- 
\ nmg shots to disperse a mob 
' of thousands, who were hur- 
ling stones at security forces 
in Jakarta Friday, on the last 
day of Indonesia's violent 
election campaign period. 

One man was reportedly 
shot in the foot as riot police 
tried to disperse the crowd, 
and around seven people 
were arrested and taken 
away to an unknown desti- 
nation, the witnesses said. 

The crowd, many of them 
supporters of the Muslim- 
based United Development 
Party (PPP), burned tyres 


and flags of the ruling Gol- 
kar Paity in the middle of 
the road and pelted security 
officials in the south Jakarta 
suburb of Ciputat, the wit- 
nesses said. 

By 4: 15 p.m. (0915 GMT) 
the situation was still tense 
but under c<mtTol, an AFP 
reporter saw, but the street 
was still closed off to the 
public. 

A police armoured vehicle 
also began firing water jets 
to disperse the crowd who 
were pelting it back with 
stones and bricks, the repor- 
ter smd. 

The glass fronts of at least 


25 shops and businesses 
were shattered while stones 
continued to fly in the area, 
the reporter added. 

Helicopters could be seen 
hovering over the troubled 
area, and reinforcement 
troops have converged on 
the area, another witness 
said. 

The local sub-district of- 
fice in Ciputat told AFP the 
noisy crowd numbered well 
above 7,000 people. 

Thousands of PPP sup- 
porters have poured into 
J^arta streets despite stem 
warnings ftom the military 
that security personnel 


would crack down on any 
unrest during the last day of 
the 27-day campmgn peri- 
od. The elections will be 
held on May 29. 

PPP ofScials have can- 
celled all official campaign 
programmes Friday in die 
capital following ongoing 
violence throughout the 
campaign. On Tuesday 
mass unrest broke out bet- 
ween PPP supporters and 
security forces, leaving one 
bystander shot dead and 
scores injured. 


New storm lashes Bangladesh, hampers relief efforts 


COX'S BAZAR. Bangla- 
desh (R) ^ A new storm 
lashed coastal Bangladesh 
Friday, :harap^g disaster 
reH^^^^itorcs-Jufit-days aft«r>' 
a cyclone killed at least 105 - 
people and made more than 
.''jone million homeless, offi- 
' cials S£ud. 

Strong winds and hea >7 
rain blasted Bangladesh's 
Cox's Bazar resort and 
nearby islands in a lower- 
key rerun of Monday’s dev- 
asQting storm. 

Unofficial sources put the 
feared death toll from the 
cyclone at nearly 1,000 with 
hundreds of frshenzien still 
missing in the Bay of Ben- 
gal. Sources also reported 
some deaths from diar- 
rhoea. which was spreatfrng 
among those left homeless. 

Officials said Friday’s 75 
kph stonn swept areas still 
recovering from the cyc- 
lone, dumping nearly 80 
millimetres of rain on and 
around Cox's Bazar and 
adcUng to the miseries of 
thousands of famil ies sleep- 
ig outside. 

The high winds blew 
away many houses which 


were being rebuilt follow- 
ing Monday's storm, they 
said. 

, Nearly . 150 fishenneo 
mi'ssmg at four days 
renirried ' io' ' their island 
homes Thursday night, but 
the fate of 600 others were 
still not known, fishing 
community leaders said. 

only hope they all 
would come back,'' said Ka- 
bir Ahma d, leader of Me- 
chanised Fishing Boats 
Association in Cox's Bazar. 

Residents of Cox's Bazar 
and islanders told reporters 
that the most affected areas 
had been without relief sup- 
plies till Thursday and that 
electricity was still out 

The state-nin Oainik 
Bangla newspaper said Fri- 
day that 14 people had died 
as (fiarrhoea spreads in 
cyclone-battered areas. 

Health officials in Chitta- 
gong declined to confirm 
the deaths but said aroimd 
400 medical teams had been 
deployed in coastal areas to 
try to prevent disease. 

**AJfter giving first aid to 
cyclone victims they are 
now mainly woricing 


against disease," said Dr. 
Maifiiarul Islam, deputy ci- 
vd suigeon of Chittagong. 

Unofficial sources .said 
Fri<^ thm 'atwi 10,000 
people had contracted diar- 
rhoea and at least 15 had 
died. Hospitals in Chitta- 
gong and Cox's Bazar had 
received about 1,000 pa- 
tients suffering from diar- 
rhoea since Monday, doc- 
tors told reporters. 

’’Scattered incidents of 
diairhoeal attack are very 
common In many areas dur- 
ing tlus time of the year," 
one Chittagong Hill official 
earlier said. 

**People are not very 
health conscious and they 
sometimes drink water from 
derelict sources and eat lub- 
bish (which cause the dis- 
ease').'* he said. 

Jawadul Karim, press sec- 
retary to Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina. told repor- 
ters Thursday that 105 peo- 
ple bad so far been con- 
finned dead. After the cyc- 
lone, he put the number of 
people affected at nearly 2.5 
milhon, most of them made 
homeless. Mr. Karim said 


about 10,000 people were 
injured and more than 

600.000 houses damaged. 

The U.N. Department of 
Humanitariaa Affairs in 
Geneva said Wednesday the 
cyclone had killed at least 
200 people. Officials io the 
stricken areas earlier put the 
death toll at least 121. 

Low-Lying Bangladesh is 
prone to devastation from 
cyclones. The country's 
worst storm in 1991 killed 
at least 138,000 people and 
left millions homeless. 

The government said it 
bad been been conducting a 
massive relief operation 
backed by navy vessels and 
air force helicopters. 

On Thursday it asked for 
intemational help to build 
more cyclone shelters in 
coastal areas to minimise 
deaths from future storms. 

have told the interna- 
tional community that we 
need help for building 2,000 
rntm shelters in cyclone 
prone areas," Foreign Sec- 
retary Farooq Sobhao told a 
news conference in Dhaka. 
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Karadzic ^s ‘confessions^ to be published in daily 


BELGRADE (AFP) — The 
“exclusive confessions" of 
Radovan Karadzic, the for- 
mer Bosnian Serb leader 
in^cted on war crimes 
charges are to be published 
in a pro-government Ser- 
bian daily, Vecemje Novosii 
from Monday, the paper 
said. 

On its 'front page Friday, 
the daily quoted Me Kara- 
dzic as saying: “If I go to the 
Hague, many others, who 
judges would' not like to see. 
will have to go there." 

Mr. Karadzic, a former 
Sarajevo psychiatrist who 


led the Serb bid for seces- 
sion fiom Bosnia, tops the 
list of 74 war crimes sus- 
pects indicted by the Inter- 
national Criminal Tribunal 
for former Yugoslavia 
(ICTY) in the Hague. 

He was indicted, twice, in 
1995 with war crimes inclu- 
ding crimes against humani- 
ty, breaches of the Geneva 
conventions on war and with 
organising genocide. 

*i am not afraid of being 
arrested. They (the judges) 
preferred me dead more 
than alive,” he reportedly 
told the daily. 


Last Monday, a Belgrade 
weekly, argument said that 
Mr. Karadzic, who was 
forced to step down as Bos- 
nian Serb “prudent” in 
1^6 by Washington was 
‘'preparing to travel to the 
Hague to defend himself 
against war crimes chaiges. 

It said he was fed up of 
being cooped up in his hea- 
vily guarded villa on the 
outsl^ts of the Bosnian 
Serb stronghold of Pale, the 
Serb ’’capital" east of Sa- 
rajevo, unable to travel. 

*ne intemational media- 
tor in Bosnia, Carl Bildt, 


called at a meeting earlier 
this year of NATO's gov- 
erning North Atlantic 
Council for a special force 
to be set up to hunt down 
Karadzic and other war 
crimes suspects 
Mr. Bildt contends that 
Mr. Karadzic continues to 
wield power, and is behind 
moves which are frustrating 
the peace process in Bosnia. 
“If be wants to visit the 
Hague he will be wel- 
comed, that is where he 
should be," stud Mr. Bildt's 
spokesman Colum Murphy 
last week. 


If.S. seeks to correct impression on Bosnia 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The 
State Department has said 
there were no plans to keep 
American troops in Bosnia 
beyond June 1998 despite 
earlier statements by a 
senior official. 

“SFOR ends in June 1998. 
There are no plans for Ame- 
rican troops to remain be- 
yond June 1998," spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns told 
Raters. 

Mr. Bums sought to cor- 
rect the impression left by a 
seiuor State Department 
who three hours earlier had 
given reporters a briefing on 
new Bosnia initiative 


unveiled Thursday by Sec- 
retary of State Ma^leine 
Albright 

The senior official, who 
spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity, left open the possi- 
bility that U.S. troops could 
remain in Bosnia past June 
1998. 

Asked if U.S, troops 
would be out of Bosnia by 
that date, the senior officii 
said: *T’m not making any 
commitment The president 
has not yet made any com- 
mitment" 

Asked if the NATO-led 
Stabilisation Force for Bos- 
nia (SFOR) might emerge 


later in another form, the of- 
ficial said: “Tliat is an issue 
that the president will be 
' addressing at a future time. 
I'm sure. Whai has been de- 
cided is a statement of fact; 
the SFOR mandate ends in 
June 1998 and the future still 
has to be decided." 

The official also said the 
troop issue was not add- 
ressed in the just-completed 
six-week review of U.S. 
Bosnia policy. 

But Mr, Bums said the 
decision on troops was “re- 
affinned” in the policy re- 
view. 

‘^What was reaffirmed is 


that we believe SFOR wUl 
end in June 1998 and we 
have no plans and no inten- 
lion for any American troop 
prince in Bosnia beyond 
June 1998," Mr. Bums said. 

He said he sought to “close 
the door" on any suggestion 
that Mrs. Albright and De- 
fence Secretary William Co- 
hen, who has insisted Ame- 
rican troops will be gone by 
June 1998, are not united. 

He did not explain how 
the senior State Department 
official who briefed repor- 
ters could have made com- 
ments that seemed at odds 
with established policy. 




I 




. Jordan TimeS/ Saturday, May 24, 1997 


5 


Chirac set to win poll gamble 


PARIS (AFP) — The first 
round of voting in French 
general elections takes 
place Sunday with polls 
suggesting that President 
Jacques Chirac will pull off 
his rUlty gamble to win 
himself a conservative ma- 
jority in parliament until the 
year 2002. 

An opinion poll published 
in Britain's D^y Telegraph 
Friday said the right-wing 
coalition government would 
win a 51-seat majority in 
the National Assembly, with 
the government on 314. the 
Socialists and assorted left 
on 236 and the Communists 
on 27. 

The extren^ right Natio- 
nal From was pr^cted to 
win no seats, de^te having 
the suppon of ozte in eight 
voters. 

The Ipsos poll carried out 
for ibe Bank Sbe Warburg 
using a sample of X251 
people on May 20 and 21 
reflected similar results by 
CSA. Louis Harris and 
Sofres surveys Thursday. 

All polls suggested 
tiiat more than 35 per cent 
of voters mi^t abstain from 
what has been a very lack- 
lustre campaign. 

Under Freoeb law, opin- 
ion polls cannot be pub- 
lished in France a week 
before the first round of the 
election Sunday. Round two 
is<m Jmie 1. 


But pollsters and news 
media have used the Inter- 
net to duck around the rules. 

Prime Minister Alain Jup- 
pe took a cautious line Fri- 
day, saying the first round 
of votii^ would be hard to 
interpret because of the 
number of candidates and it 
was necessary to “mobilise 
now" for the second round. 

In a phone-in programme 
on French radio, Mr. Juppe 
predicted a wide “dispersal 
of votes'* in Sunday's first 
round that would leave no 
clear indication of the elec- 
tion's ultimate direction. 

Asked by a listener to 
commit himself not to be 
the next prime minister in 
case of a conservative victo- 
ry, Mr. Juppe, who is deeply 
unpopular, said the choice 
of prime minister was 
entirely up to Mr. Chirac. 

But Juppe said he was 
“not a candidate to succeed 
himself." 

Referring ro opposition 
Socialist leader Lionel Jos- 
pin. Mr. Juppe asked “what 
is important for the France 
of tomorrow? Is it to know 
if the prime minister will be 
called Lionel or Alain, or is 
it to know the policies we 
shall follow?" adding that 
the political debate should 
not be reduced to “questions 
of persons." 

Juppe criticised the 
Socialist programme as 


“sweetened up and contra- 
dictory" and u'amed it 
would lead to a crisis in Eu- 
rope. 

The rightwing, which has 
been campaigning on its un- 
popular four-year record 
rather than on specific 
pledges, has express^ wor- 
ry about abstendonism and 
protest votes in the first 
round. 

Winding up the Socialist 
campaign Thursday night in 
the southwestern city of 
Toulouse. Mr. Jospin ssud 
the campaign was still wide 
open — and that a win by 
the centre-right was not a 
certainty. 

“They are getting scored, 
and w’e have hope of win- 
ning." be told a rally of 

5.000 supporters. 

Mr. Chirac called the elec- 
tion a year earlier than he 
had to in order to win a 
fresh mandate from the 
French to push through aus- 
terity measures so that 
France can meet the criteria 
for European Monetaiy 
Union. 

A left-wing victory’ over 
the next two weekends 
would mean “cohabitation," 
with the conserv'ative Gaul- 
list president having to 
share power with Socialist 
Jospin os prime minister 
lea^ng a government in 
which Communists would 
have portfolios. 


For his part, former Euro- 
pean Commission President 
Jacques Delors said a left- 
wing victory would streng- 
then rather than endanger 
European Monetorv Union 
(.EMU). 

Mr. Delors di.smi.ssed 
fears raised by Mr. Chirac 
of a crisis in Biropean rela- 
tions if the Socialists won 
power. In an inteniew pub- 
lished in the Rnatidal 
Times Friday, Mr. Delors 
said the left was as commit- 
ted as the right-wing to the 
Maastricht Treaty. 

“The important thing that 
has come out of this cam- 
paign is that our foreign 
partners no longer question 
France's commiintem to 
economic and monetary un- 
ion, because the three big- 
gest parties — the Socia- 
lists. the RPR (GaullLst) and 
(centre-right) UDF — have 
shown they are for the ’app- 
itcation of the Mau>iricht 
Treaty'." 

He predicted these panics 
would win around three 
quarter* of the vote in the 
first round Sunday. ‘To find 
higher suppon (for EMU) 
you w'ould have to go to 
Italy or Belgium." he said. 

He said the more Euro- 
sceptic Communists — al- 
lied to the Socialists in this 
election — would have to 
toe the line set by Mr. Jos- 
pin. 


Unionists 


Rescue teams rush medicine, 


look set 
to lose 
Belfast 
City Hall 

BELFAST (AFP) — 
Traditional Unionist domi- 
nation of Belfast CTity Hall 
looked set to end Friday 
after Northern Ireland 
polls that strengthened the 
local govemmem b^ of 
Sinn Ft^o, ^ 
cal wmgi' 

The ffnal tally was due 
later Friday but after more 
than half the votes had 
been counted, Sinn Fein, 
which woo two House of 
Commons seats io this 
month’s British general 
election, speared to have 
increased its share of the 
overall vote by as much as 
four per cent compared to 
1993. 

The party had taken 16 
per cent of the votes count- 
ed so far from Wednes- 
day's elections for the 26 
district councils, the same 
figure as in the general 
election but four points up 
since the last Ici^ polls 
four years a^. 

Although the fringe loy- 
alist Pregxessive Umooisi 
Party may win three seats 
in Belfast, c^iservers said 
that tluusands of Protes- 
tants ai^arently failed to 
vote in what coiUd lose the 
two main Umomst parties 
control in Belfast City 
HaU. 

A swing of two seats in 
the 51-seat BeifastCounciJ 
would give a majority to 
non-Utuonists and would 
be a telling ptycbological 
blow to the Unionists, who 
seek to maintain British 
rule in the province. 

The nationalists, who see 
themselves as Irish and not 
British, are unlikely to be 
able to form a mqority in 
the ccHmcii because of the 
presence of the non-deno- 
minari onal Alliance Party. 

Bm the possible shape of 
things to come can be seen 
in the current rotation bet- 
ween Qtuionalists and Un- 
ionists of the positions of 
mayor and de^ty mayor 
of northwestern city of 
Londonderry, in London- 
deny, a largely Catholic 
dty, the mo^raie nation- 
alist Social Efemocratic 
and Labour Party (SDLP) 
accuse Sinn Fein of wide- 
spread vote stealing, a 
charge which the party's 
national chairman Ii^tchel - 
McLaughlin vehemently 
denied. 

Meanwhile, SDLP depu- 
ty leader Seamus Mallon 
^ Ulster UnzQoisi MP 
Ken Maginnis accused the 
govenunent of boosting 
Siim Fein suppon by allo- 
wing government officials 
to meet with the party on 
the day of the elections. 


food to India quake 


JABALPUR, India (R) — 
Rescue teams Friday rushed 
food and medicine to some 

4.000 people whose homes 
were razed in a powerful 
earthquake that killed do- 
zens of people in central 
India and injured more than 
1 , 000 . 

Authorities said 38 people 
were killed in the quake that 
struck India's heartland in 
Madhya Pradesh state early 
Thursday and measured 6.0 
on the open-ended Richter 
•sale;-*-' 

'^'■'Rescue teams':** sef "'up ' 
camps for the 3,000 to 

4.000 homeless in Jabalpur, 
a city of 1.2 million people 
720 kilometres southeast of 
New Delhi and about 20 
kilometres from the epicen- 
tre. Volunteers from In- 
dian Red Cross Society dis- 
tributed fbodgraiijs. medi- 
cine and bed sheets to the 
homeless. 

In Jabalpur's Victoria 
Hospital, survivors lay on 
blot^-splattered beds. 

“The earth shook like a 
see-saw and the roof fell on 
me," Ram Kali Bai. 60, 
from Puranabasti village 
near Jabalpur, said from 
hospital b^. 

Relief workers brought 
bamboo and wooden logs to 
villages outside Jabdpur 
that were flattened by the 
quake. 


Villagers, many of whom 
spent the night in their 
fields, were advised to keep 
the roofs low in their new 
dw'ellings to reduce the risk 
of injury in the event of 
another quake. 

Ajay Singh, a senior offi- 
cii in Jabalpur, said the 
tremor caused extensive 
damage to property but 
killed relatively few people 
despite its magnitude. 

The quake, which smick 
at dawn, levelled several 
villages near Jabalpur. But 
relatively few Villagers' died 
as they were either sleeping 
outside in the summer heat 
or were doing early mom- 
mg chores ciutside their 
huts, officials and residents 
said. 

"The death toll is not like- 
ly to rise very much be- 
cause most of the houses 
that collapsed were made of 
mud and thatch, and no big 
buildings fell," Mr. Singh 
told Reuters. 

The Geological Survey of 
India was sending a team of 
experts New Delhi to 
assess damage and the 
chances of z^rshocks in 
the region, pan of the Nar- 
mada River basin that has 
been hit by five quakes of at 
least 6.0 on the Richter 
scale since 1927. 

Soldiers helped to clear 
debris from Jabalpur, where 


survivors 

several hundred people 
were still in ho.spitai. most 
with .spinal injuries, limb 
fractures or pelvic injuries. 

Many panic-stricken re.si- 
dents of Jabalpur shifted 
their beds outdoors, saying 
they feared possible after- 
shocks. 

“I've not taken my family 
inside the house and I do 
not plan to either," said 
Jabalapur resident Sunder- 
lal Tiwari. He said five peo- 
ple in the next bouse had. 
been buried in their sleep.’ i / 

The eanhquake 'wa.s cen- 
tred on the village of Ko- 
samghai. 23 kilometres 
south of Jabalpur. All of that 
village's 160 hoULses. most- 
ly mud huts, were flattened, 
leaving more than 1,000 re- 
sidents homeless, elder Mo- 
han Lai Yadav said. 

In September 1993. alx}ur 

10.000 people were killed 
in neighbouring Maharash- 
tra slate when an earth- 
quake measuring 6.3 on the 
Itchier scale struck the 
Latur-Osmanabad region. 

A Seismology Deport- 
ment official in New Delhi 
said the quake in Latur was 
much closer to the surface 
than the one in Madhya .^ra- 
desb, making it more dead- 
ly. In addition, the soil in 
central India was more 
solid. 


Defence in Oklahoma City blast 
trial suggests bomber may be dead 


DENVER (R) — The 
defence in the Oklahoma 
City bombing trial has 
launched an all-out attack 
on the government’s evi- 
dence against Timothy 
McVeigh, suggesting that 
the real bomber may have 
died in the blasL 

The defence called nine 
witnesses on the first day of 
its case Thursday, casting 
doubt on the prosecution’s 
time line and implying 
other unidentified people 
may have been involved in 
the April 19, 1995. bomb- 
ing of the Alfred P. Murrab 
Federal Building that killed 
168 people. 

The prosecution, which 
rested its case Wednesday 
after calling 137 witnesses, 
says Mr. McVeigh, 29, is an 
extreme right-winger who 
bombed the federal build- 
ing to avenge the deaths of 
80 branch Davidian cult 
members in a confrontation 
with federal agents at Waco, 
Texas, in 1993. 

The decorated Gulf war 
veteran has pleaded not 
guilty to murder and con- 
spiracy ch^es but could 
face the de^ penalty if 
convicted. 

After the Oklahoma state 
medical examiner testified 
that an unidentified leg was 
found in ±e rubble of the 
Murrah building, a British 
forensic expert said it was 


possible for someone close 
to a bomb to disintegrate 
when it blew up. 

“One must assume ... that 
the rest of that body must 
have been disintegrated," 
said Thomas Marshall, a 
former slate pathologist for 
Northern Ireland who con- 
ducted many autopsies on 
bombing victims before he 
retired m 1989. 

The testimony of Mr. 
Marshall, now a consultant, 
backed up the defence ±eo- 
ry that the bomber may 
lave ^ed in the huge blast 
that destroyed the Murrah 
building. 

People killed in bombings 
were usually missed by 
someone, so “when nobody 
nusses them, it reinforces 
the suggestion that the de- 
ceased is involved in the 
bomb'mg,” he said. 

However, Mr. Marshall 
conceded under questioning 
by the prosecution that he 
had not personally exam- 
ined the leg and did not 
know where it was found. 

Denver defence anomey 
and trial analyst David Ja- 
pha was not impressed by 
the defence's 'Opening and 
found unbeliev^le its sug- 
gestion that the unidentified 
leg belonged to the bomber. 

“The strength of the gov- 
ernment's case is now com- 
ing out. We see after the 
first day of the defence case 


just how difficult it is going 
to be for the defence to con- 
vince these jurors of any- 
thing.'' he told reporters. 

Vicki Beemer, a clerk at 
Elliott's Body Shop in 
Junction City, Kansas, said 
a man calling himself Ro- 
bert Kling was with another 
man when he came to pick 
up a Ryder rental truck two 
days before the bombing. 

But she could not remem- 
ber what either man looked 
like. Asked in turn by de- 
fence and prosecution law- 
yers, Ms. Beemer could not 
say whether Mr. McVeigh, 
sitting in the courtroom, 
was or was not KJing, 

The government says the 
Ryder truck, packed with 
ammonium nitrate and fuel 
oil. was used to bomb the 
Murrah building and that 
Kling was really Mr. Mc- 
Veigh. After the bla.st. the 
FBI launched a nationwide 
manhunt for another sus- 
pect, dubbed “John Doe 
No. 2,*’ but never found 
him. 

Kling wonted a truck that 
would cany 2,270 kilo- 
granunes of cargo. Ms. 
Beemer said. An expert wit- 
ness for the prosecution had 
estimated that the bomb 
probably contained bet- 
ween 1,360 and 2,720 kilo- 
grammes of explosives. 
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Importance of 
human dimension 

HIS ROYAL Hi;>hness CrOHH Prince Hassan's reaf- 
firmation during his talks Mith British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook that **soft securit}*” is a very 
essentiurcomponent for attaining Middle East peace 
is a timely reminder of the nature of difnculties that 
the peace process encounters. Prince Hassan's sug- 
gestion nould require that the humanitarian 
dimension peace tops economic and political con- 
siderations. The Prince's emphasis on the humani- 
tarian aspects of the effort to resolve the various ele- 
ments of the conflicts and disputes in the area comes 
as no surprise given his internationally recognised 
role to promote humanitarian issues worldwide. As 
a matter of fact the Prince was the first to call on 
the 1>.N. to think and act with the human dimension 
as its priority when it seeks solutions to global prob- 
lems. It will be recalled that along with Prince 
Saddrudin .Aga Khan, the Crown Prince was the co- 
chairman of the International Commission on 
Humanitarian Issues in the early eighties which 
charted the way for the application of humanitarian 
considerations on several fronts that extended from 
deforestation, to street children, to poverty, to the 
environment and to human freedoms and rights. 

To try to conrince all the parties in the Middle 
East to put on a human face to the continued search 
for a final and durable resolution of the Arab-Israeii 
conflict is in itself a living testimony of Jordan^s 
enduring trust and faith in fauraanltarianism as a 
viable and operational way of dealing with inter- 
human problems be they political or economic. Had 
the antagonists on both sides of the fence 
approached their differences with humanitarian 
considerations in mind, we would have been closer 
to the goal of a permanent and just peace for all. 

It must be conceded that what prevented us from 
reaching the ultimate goal of peace so far is the 
absence of humanitarian considerations altogether. 
Suffice it to remember that the existing stu^ling 
blocks to peace on the Israeli-Palestinlan front, 
mainly the Jfewish settlement plans on Palestinian 
soli, the cycle of violence between the two camps, or 
the non-fubTilment of the yearning of one dfispos- 
sessed people for a homeland of their own, would all 
have Imn more effectively dealt with had faumaiu- 
tarian factors been given the necessary degree of 
prominence that they deserve. 

Given the renewed efforts to restart the peace 
talks between Israel and the Palestinian National 
Authority for which Cairo among other parties are 
contributing, it would be a propitious occasion to 
begin thinking in humanitarian terms. Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak will be the guest of His 
Mujesly King Hussein today to discuss what 
appears to be an Egyptian initiative. President 
Mubamk is scheduled to meet with Israeli President 
Ezer Weiznian in Cairo Friday and Israeli Prune 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu in Shann A1 Sheikh 
Tuesday. This flurry of diplomatic activity te des- 
perately needed to save what has been painstaking- 
Iv achfvv ed on the peace front. A touch of humani- 
tarianism to these efforts would certainly help to 
bridge the existing gap between the two sides. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A \N RITER lor Al Dustour backed the goveramem's 
plaivi. Jo imprmo ihc living comJiiionN of refugees liv- 
ing ill c.iiups in ilie Kingdom, saying that improvement 
III living cniidiiions does not mean scitlemem of 
ivliigecv pennanenily in Jordan. Billions of dollars arc 
iiwvJed for the seiilemciit of the refugees, a sum w hich 
a single coiiniiy with nvugre resources like Jordon can 
bv no nic.iijs afford, according to Rokan Majali. The 
writer sud ttiai the govemmem ha.s ullwated JD 430 
million ti< improve the living conditions of the poor, 
including residents of the refugee camps, bccau.se they 
have iveen Licking the ho.sic needs of life and the nec- 
cssjiy services inlrasiriictun:. He said that the refugees, 
vvlio iiavij lived in the .Arab countries for decades, retain 
their right to repatriation or compensation w hen a final 
seirlemem has been reached, but in the meantime, the 
.Arab host coumries should at lea.st paivide these unfor- 
luiuiie people with the basic services and enable them 
to live in u dean, healthy and hygienic environment. 
Since nv> settlement has been reached, he added, at lea.st 
basic .serv ices like water, oleetricitv and roads should 
be provided to allev iaie the sufferings of the unfortu- 
nate people. 

A WRITER for .Al .Arab .Al ^awnm said that the gov- 
enmieni .seems to have lemporarilv won the battle 
against the journalists and the Press .Association, whose 
members have withdrawn their resignations. But win- 
ning the round tcmpivrarily does not mean that the gov- 
cmmeni is absolved of an> responsibility for the lur- 
iiioil. particularly as the joum^ists have made their 
point and have protested the temporary law which they 
believe will be detrimental to their profession, said 
Taher Al .Adwan. The writer said that the jounialisis 
will now wait for the convening of the coming 
ParliamenL which will debate the temporary law and 
give its decision. He said that the problem exists 
despite the government's temporary vidory and the 
temporary law will be imposed despite the general pub- 
lic feeling that with this law democracy is going many 
Steps backwards. He said the government's justifica- 
tions for this temporary' law in the absence of 
Parliament are totally unacceptable and a practice con- 
travening democracy. 
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Aid package for the Middle East should 
achieve the purpose it was earmarked for 


IT IS indeed quite heartening to note that for the first time, 
the U.S. is looking at its approach to direct financial aid to 
the Middle Ease against the backdrop of what has become 
a permanent feature of American ^iicy: $5.1 billion of 
aid to Israel and Egypt ev'ery year since the signing of the 
Camp David agreement. 

The rationale behind adopting that decision in 1979, to 
help shore up the state of peace" between Itaael and tgypt, 
was that such aid was important since the U.S. was anx- 
ious to see p^ce and security prevailing in a region vital 
to American interests. 

Bui today, in the wake of the Madrid peace conference 
and the progress (despite the logjams and hurdles) in 
Arab-lsraeli peace talks, it has been established that the 
Camp David formula has ceased to be the sole pillar for 
peace in the region. Other players have been brought in. 
and it has become vital for the U.S. to have a vep^ close 
look at the scenario as a whole rather than limiting its 
assessment to Camp David, in the context of broader 
peace in the region. 

Washington tells us that the da^ of diraet financial 
assistance are gone and, if anything, the U.S. legislature is 
bent upon axing foreign aid. Well. Washington knows its 
own political workings and as such, we have no choice but 
to accept its decisions. However, we cannot but remind 
Washington that it is continuing to pump over S5 billion to 
Israel and Egypt with tittle congressioiml snags (not to 
mention other direct and indirect assistance thu runs into 


several more billions of dollars ending up in Israel). It 
simply means that at least $5 billion is avmlable today to 
serve the U.S. purpose of supporting peace in the Middle 
East. 

So the question narrows down to wlietber it is possible 
for a “redistribution" of this amount among all players in 
the Middle East peace process. 

Shortly after the Arab-lsraeli peace talks were launched 
with the Madrid conference in 1991. some 30 or so non- 
governmental organisations (NGOs), churches and other 
institutions In the U.S. were the first to focus attention on 
the need for a revamped American approach to aid to 
Middle Eastern countries. 

From our point of view, here in Jordan, the groups did an 
excellent job at preparing all relevant documentation and 
forwarding it to everyone who mattered in Washington, 
including the administration, the Congress and lobby 
groups as well as leaders in the Middle East 

It was against the backdrop of this initiative, which was 
supported by parallel efforts of the groups concerned to 
convince Israel and Egypt to make a compromise, that 
several Israeli officials, notably Yossi BeiliiL asserted that 
Israel should be able to stand on its feet and do away with 
the need for U.S. assistance. Indeed, Beilin got into polit- 
ical trouble over the commenL 

Of course, Egypt reacted rather predictably. The uproar 
we heard fh>m Cairo over Israel's refusal to sigh the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty iNPT) — despite the 


merits of the Egyptian position and our own support for 
that position — was part of Egypt’s way of reminding 
Washington that the U.S. should nor take for granted the 
state of Egyptian-Israeli for granted. No doubt some- 
where along the line, the possibility dial the U.S. might 
even be looking at the chunk of assistance to Egypt had 
alarmed Cairo. 

Benyamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister, went 
on recoitl during his election campaign early last that 
he was aiming at getting rid of Israel’s dependence on 
U.S. aid in three years if he were given power. 

Now that be is indeed in pow'er. it is of keen interMt for 
all of us to know how Netanyahu looks at the possibility 
of Washington distributing slices of the aid to other play- 
ers in the Middle East Or perhaps, we had better wait for 
another two years to allow Netanyahu to meet his self-set 
deadline. 

In Washington meanwhile, no administration official is 
even willing to acknowledge the e.xistence of the propos- 
al made by the group of NGOs and churches, despite the 
fact that several thousand copies of the document were 
sent to address throughout Washington, including every 
member of Congress and every bureaucrat in the ttaie. 
defence and treasury departments. 

But the reality on the ground today wanants that 
Washington look closely at the aid package for the Middle 
East with a view to ensuring that ±e funds do achieve the 
purpose they were earmarked for in the first place. 


Arias: We must all become 
and find compassion for 


less selfish, less contentious 
the poorest on the planet 


OSCAR ARIAS, the former 
president of Costa Rica, can 
hardly be accused of resting 
on his laurels since winning 
the Nobel Peace Piize in 
1987. As founder of the 
Arias Foundation, a Costa 
Rica-based research centre 
±at promotes demilitarisa- 
tion, lecoociliation and 
political stability, he has 
worked tirelessly on behalf 
of democracy econom- 
ic justice in ‘ Central 
America and elsewhere. 
Combating poverty is high 
on his agenda. Arias, 46. 
has been a guest lecturer 
this year at , the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Cambridge. 
Mass. Following are 
excerpts of an interview he 
granted at his office at MTT 
to Newsweek's Ken 
Shulman: 

Question: You believe 
that poverty is undermirung 
world democracy? 

A: if democracy does not 
improve the conditions of 
human life, it will always 
be in peril. In Latin 
America, we can say that 
democracy is on its way to 
winning the battle against 
dictatorship and authoritari- 
anism. But it is losing the 
war against poverty. Half 


the popui^on of Latin 
America lives below the 
pover^ line. Dennocracy is 
not only the distribution of 
political power. It i$. or 
should also be, tiie distribu- 
tion of economic power. 
>^th tire inequalities that 
have arisen over die last IS 
it will be increasing- 
ly difficult fcH* democracy 
to consolidam its gains. 

Q: Axe you suggesting 
that the world's poor will 
lose faith in democracy and 
its institutions? 

A: I see an alarming apa- 
tiiy in much of the world. 

the fii&t tme si^e.the 
19^9 stock-ioarkeif crash. 
I^s than SO per ceint of the 
American electorate turned 
out for the last presidential 
elections. People do. not 
vote because they think vot- 
ing won't change tiieir sitii- 
ation. The poor and disen- 
franchised of the world 
don't feel they have elected 
o^i^s who represent 
them. A democracy of this 
type cannot sustain itself. 

Q: Id Lmin America, vot- 
ers are discouraged by 
endemic political corrup- 
tion. Mayte U.S. voters just 
see no pressing need for 
change. 

A: You can interpret voter 
abstention either way: as 


ratification or protest But 
go and ask U.S. voters what 
they think about their politi- 
cians, and you'll find out 
which of the two interpreta- 
tions is correct Political 
corruption is a permanent 
threat to democracy, and it 
exists in both developed 
and developing nations. 
Unfortunately, we live in a 
time when the majori^ of 
people are disillusioned 
with government and with 
their elected officials. 

Apart from low voter 
turnout do you see any 
other sigiu: that U.S. 
..democ^cy. i^erqdiiig? 

Ilie .'mok ' worrisome is 
the widenihi '' soci^ and 
economic rim I am ‘ very 
critical of U.S. leaders for 
reducing welfare benefits 
for the poor while cutting 
taxes on the rich. U.S. 
politicians think exclusive- 
ly of being elected and 
therefore tell the people 
what they want to bear. 
Today Mr. Gallup and Mr. 
Harris are more important 
to U.S. leaders than 
Washington. Jefferson, 
Madison, Hamilton and 
Lincoln. 

Q; What would you tell 
Americans? 

A; First I would tell them 
that poor people and poor 


countries are the biggest 
losers of the cold war. In 
order to prevent the spread 
of communism, U.S. for- 
eign aid was channelled 
generously to Latin 
America and other regions 
according to geo-strategic 
interests. 


trade is not going to solve 
the problems of Haiti, 
Nicaragua or sub-Saharan 
Africa. Finally, consider the 
fact that the combined debt 
of all sub-Saharan African 
nations is equivalent to just 
one per cent of the com- 
bined GDP of the world's 


“We live in a world where the richest 20 
per cent of the population is 60 times 
richer than the poorest 20 per cent This 
is a world where 400 multimillionaires 
have more wealth than half the world's 
population. It is an open 'invitation to 
conflict” 


Uofortunaiely, this for- 
eign aid is still distributed 
according to political crite- 
ria and not the needs of the 
world's population. 

Second. I would like to 
point out ±at foreign direct 
investment will not solve 
the problems of the world’s 
poorest nations, since 80 
per cent of that investment 
is concentrated in 12 coun- 
tries and all of those, with 
the exception of China, are 
middle-mcome nations. 
Third, the liberalisation of 


indusirialUed nations. This 
debt is preventing those 
countries from investing in 
human developmenL I find 
it disconcerting that this 
debt has not been forgiven. 

Q: You’ve been critical of 
the United States' defence 
spending. Yet the defence 
industry creates many Jobs, 
both in the United States 
and abroad. 

A: The United States tries 
to justify spending S26S 
billion a year on defence by 
saying that it generates 


employmenL More than 
jobs, what the defence 
industry really generates is 
profit for a select few. The 
United States would be bet- 
ter off if it invested its 
resources in infra.structure, 
education, health and low- 
cost housing, as such 
investments produce bene- 
fits for all. We live in a 
world where the richest 20 
per cent of the population is 
60 tiroes richer than the 
poorest 20 per cent. This is 
a world where 400 multi- 
millionaire.s have more 
wealth than half the world's 
population. It is an open 
invitation to conflict 
Q: What can world lead- 
ers do to alleviate this coo- 
fliet? i 

A: We need leaders who^ 
possess a clear vision, who 
can take on the real chal- 
lenges that put the peace 
and security of our planet at 
risk: poverty, injustice, I'Uii- 
eracy, disease, environmen- 
tal degradation, drugs. Our 
leaders liave to understaad 
that the 2 1 SI century cannot 
survive with the ethics of 
the 20ih century'. We must 
all become less selfish, less 
contentious and find within 
our souls the necessaty 
compa.ssion for the poorest 
people on the planeL 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


‘Freedom of expression removed by the new 
amendments to the Press and Publications Law’ 




REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 

COLUMNS AND ediiori- 
ois in the local press were 
unanimous this week In 
their discu&sion of the 
amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law, 
voicing severe criticism 
and demanding its annul- 
ment. The papers also dis- 
cussed Turkey's incursions 
into Iraq, the Middle Ea.st 
and domestic issues. 

Oreib Rintawi. a ivriter 
for Al Dustour. said that 
the umendmenis to the 
1993 Press and 
Publications Law consti- 
tute a major step back- 
wards and one that would 
render scores of journalists 
unemployed uhen their 
weekly papers go out of 
business in three months' 
time. 

He said that since almost 
none of the weekly 
tabloids can come up with 
a JD 300.000 capita, and 
since they can by no means 
secure editors with 10 years 
experience, a$ demanded 
by the amendments to the 
law. almost 20 weeklies ore 
expected to fold soon. 

The writer said there was 
really no urgent need for 
such amendments which. 


according to the 

Constitution, must be 

debated in Parliament 
before diey can become 
law. 

Fabed Fanek, a writer for 
Ai 1^'i daily, said that the 
amendments clearly dis- 
play the government's 
inteniioD to deal widi the 
journalists as enemies of 
the nation and show that 
there is not regard given to 
the Journalists' gains and 
achievements of the pasL 

The amendments are 
bound to force the week- 
lies to close down because 
they cannot meet the 
almost impossible condi- 
tions imposed by these 
omendmems. 

He said (hat freedom of 
expression and freedom of 
press lie at the basis of 
democracy, but with the 
new' amendments to the 
law, the basic elements of 
democracy ore removed. 

The writer mticised 
remarks by the minister of 
state fcH' information 
affairs who was quoted os 
claiming that the amend- 
ments ^se the ceiling of 
democracy'. He said that 
imposing more penalties 
on the journalists and new 
conditions making their 
work impossible can by no 


means be a welcome 
development. 

Mohammad Daoud. a 
writer for Al Dustour, said 
the new amendmems are 
considered by the 
Jordanian journalists as a 
means of reimposing gov- 
ernment hegemony on the 
press and restricting free- 
doms. 

It is clear now that the 
govemmeni has sought to 
find fault with the journal- 
ists' writings and the week- 
lies' articles in order to jus- 
tify its move to stifle the 
voice of (he opposition in 
Ibis country, charged the 
writer. 

The jounialisis have no 
alternative but to resort to 
the Supreme Court, which 
can prove that the govern- 
ment has violated the 
Constitution by issuing the 
amendments which are 
opposed by all political 
shades in Jordan, said the 
writer. 

He added that if the jour- 
nalists accept the new 
amendments, they will be 
accepting defeat and the 
loss of all the gains they 
have made under democra- 
cy. 

Taher Adwan, a writer 
for Al Arab .Ai Yawm daily, 
strongly criticised the gov- 


ernment's attitude towards 
the estimated 60 journalists 
who staged a protest in 
front of £e Prime Ministry 
over the new amendments 
to the Press and 
Publications Law. 

While the journalists 
were e.xercj5ing their basic 
right under democracy, the 
govemmeni resorted to 
violence by ordering the 
security forces to beat the 
protesters and detain some 
of them, said the writer. 

By so doing, the govent- 
ment contributed to distort- 
ing the image of this coun- 
try before the world televi- 
sion networks and invited 
condemnation of the act by 
all political and cultural 
circles here and abroad. 

He said that the govern- 
ment has no alternative but 
to open a dialogue with the 
journalists if it wants to 
avoid fiuther confronta- 
tions. 

Rakan Majali. a writer 
for Al Dustour. described 
the government's introduc- 
tion of the amendments to 
the press law as an 
unprecedented aa since it 
never happened before that 
such an important law be 
passed without debate in 
ParliamenL 

The writer said that the 


government's action came 
as a shock to oil journalists, 
prompting the Press 
Association Board mem- 
bers to resign en masse and 
the political parties to back 
the journalists' protests. 

ft took the government, 
in conjunction with the 
press association, almost a 
whole year in 1982 to for- 
mulate the press and publi- 
^tions law, because of its 
importance -and its effect 
on the political life in 
Jordan but, acting alone, 
the govemmem took a few 
hours to introduce amend- 
ments that are bound to 
cause a drastic change in 
that law, according to the 
writer. 

AI Ra’i Arabic daily dis- 
cussed the Turkish inva- 
sion of northern Iraq, ur<»- 
ing the Arab states to adopt 
a unified stand vis-a-vis 
this invasion and prevent 
further artacks in the 
future. 

The paper said that 
turkey s invasion is bound 
to bring the whole region 
to the verge of e.xplosion 
and could trigger a region- 
al conflict. It said "that 
Israel, which recentiv con- 
clu^ a military aUlance 
with Turkey, might be 
involved m this invasion 


which serves its purpose. 

The invasion is designed 
to involve Syria in a con- 
frontation with the Israeli 
and Turkish aimed forces 
and keep Iraq a weak enti- ; 
ty, prone to fo’reign domi- 
nation. especially from its 
neighbours. 

l^e paper said that the 
Arab countries are duty 
bound to rally behind Iraq 
and foil the Israeli-Turki^ 
designs. j 

Oreib Rintawi, a writer j 
for AI Dustour, said that i 
tile U.S.-lsradi-backed | 
Turkish invasion of north- 1 
em Iraq is bound lo pronqit J 
the countries of the regioiff 
to form regional alliances j 
and escalate tensions of j 
new. dangerous proper- { 
tions. j 

The writer said that the i 
invasion of northern Iraq j 
could be a new American- j 
Israeli plot to besiege Syria ■ 
and Iran and prevent the • 
Arabs from seeking an Md 
to Israel's occupaiioii of 
Syrian and Lebanese tern- 
tories. 

He said that the invasion 
has so far promjKed Syife 
Iran and Egypt to close 
their rank.*; and could- 
prompt these countries to 
realign with Iraq in wder 
to confront the conspuw?; 
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Tense time on death row as 
execution pace accelerates 


By Michael Graczvk 
TTie Associated Press 

HUNTSVILLE. Texas — 
De^ row inmate Carl 
N^ier, who murdered three 
people 11 years ago on a 
housebooL is not happy 
about the rate of executions 
in Texas these days. 

"Tl’s pretty depressing 
because we can see there’s 
nothing there in the way of 
appeals," Napier said. “It 
used to be you’d have a big 
list of names and there might 
be one or two on the whole 
list actually be executed. 
Now, they’re going right 
down the row and killing 
every one." 

Beginning May 19, four, 
people are to be executed on 
four consecutive days in a 
state that is far and away the 
most active for capital pun- 
ishment in the United States. 

The current flurry tucn'i 
been lost on many of the 454 
inmates who call death row 
home, especially longtime 
prisoners who iWlise their 
days are numbered. An 
unprecedented number of 
their fellow inmates have 
been or will be strapped 
down for lethal injection. 

“I try not to think about it," 
said Lany White, scheduled 
to die May 22 for st rangling 
and stabbing a woman with 
a screwdriver 20 years ago 
in Houston. “We do all the 
time talk about it But we 
can’t do anything about it" 

'This week's executions 
will bring to seven the num- 
ber of people put to death 
this month, with at least 
eight more planned in June. 

That would push Texas' 
total for the year to 23. 


eclipsing the record 19 
injections for aU of 199S and 
topping any of the years 
bet^n 1924 and 1965 
when condemned prisoners 
were scrapped to “old 
sparky," the state’s electric 
chair. 

Since the death penalty 
resumed in 1982, Ibxas has 
carried out 11 S executions. 

Paving the way for faster 
executions was a recent 
Texas Coun of Criminal 
Appeals ruling that upheld a 
state law designed to speed 
up appeals. 

The law altered the timeta- 
bles and deadlines for 
inmate appeals, and was 
expected to cut two to three 
years off the average 1 0-year 
state appeal process. 

A le^ challenge to the 
law virtually halted execu- 
tioos last year. Appeals 
delayed because of the chal- 
lenge. along widi cases 
which have exhausted 
appeals this year, have com- 
bined to produce this year’s 
spurt. 

Lawyer Jim Harrington of 
the Texas Civil Rights Pro- 
ject criticised the ruling at 
the time, saying it made it 
more likely dial innocent 
people would be put to 
death. 

“It makes it easier to exe- 
cute people and takes away a 
safeguard that's historically 
been there to protect people 
a^nst wTtmgful execu- 
tion," he said. 

Inmates were surprised at 
the result 

“Because so few happened 
last year, pMpIe here 
relaxed," said Jim Beathaid 
who is awaiting death for the 
1984 slaying of a 14-year- 


old boy, one of three mem- 
bers of a family killed in a 
scheme to collect insurance 
benefits. 

“We used to look at a long 
list and see which guys 
might go," Beathard sard. 
‘7*low we look at a list and 
see if any of them won't 

“they are movmg more 
rapidly and efficiently," 

Napier is angiy about it 
“It’s frustrating, devastat- 
ing,” he said. “Some people 
block it out but they’re in a 
fantasy woiid. We need 
some support in the ffee 
world." 

There appears to be little 
help on the horizon in Texas. 

FUbtic opinion polls show 
broad support for the death 
penalty and politicians run 
for office with tough-on- 
crime campaigns. Le^sla- 
tors have moved to expand 
the crimes eligible for death 
sentences and some states 
like New* York th^ did not 
have the death penalQ' now 
do. 

In Huntsville, executions 
draw meagre numbers of 
anti-death penalQr demon- 
strators. Relatives allowed to 
watch the killer of their 
loved ones die routinely 
complain about how long it 
takes to carry out the punish- 
ment. 

Beathaid said inmates feel 
as if no one is trying to stop 
them fforo being put to 
death. 

“The public right now is 
more intent on revenge that 
they thinly disguise as jus- 
tice." Beathard said. 'Tlut’s 
evidence of a poorly educat- 
ed public. “There's not much 
hope out there." 
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Sleaze could make 
Paris voters see red 


ill MMlLk. 
I lU' ll’il 



w 

LlW 


ii- I'l'"’" 

i-M I"-.':' 

,'.ii i!>. lY 

.nil'''' 






.1 

I, .-I 

i.i' "" 


.>1 


111 !'■ 
I,'!l! 


jlh*' 


, . J.-l"-'* . 


.'.1 . 
..ill."-’' 

,,'l" 

.i.'i- 

If 


I'l’ .• 

•* 

- • 111' 
I*, 


PARIS (R) — Wlule France's 
parliamentary election is 
mainly a banle aboui jobs, 
economics and who shoiUd be 
prime minister, the hoc issue in 
Paris is sleaze. 

Opinion pollsters say voter 
anger over a welter of party 
funding and sleaze scandals 
could push half of the capital's 
constituencies, long the politi- 
cal bastion of President 
Jacques Chirac, into the arms 
of Che Socialist opposition. 

One man has come to sym- 
bolise what critics say is 
wrong with the way Paris has 
been run: Jeon Tiberi, a loyal if 
uncfaarismatic underling who 
took o\'er from Mr. Chirac as 
mayor in 1995. 

liie 62-year-old politician of 
Corsican ancestry is under 
judicial investigation over Ae 
alleged payment of a fictitious 
salary to his wife Xaviere by a 
local auAoricy in Ae P^s 
region run by a fellow 
Gaullist. 

Mr. Tiberi was president of 
the Paris Public Housing 
.AuAoricy during a period 
when, acconhng to anoAer 
current juAcial probe, Mr. 
Chirac's conservative Gaullist 
Rally for Ae Republic (RPRl 
Party received illicit funding 
through kickbacks on public 
housing contracts. 

Dozens of builAng contrac- 
tors and alleged intermediaries 
are under investigation in Ae 
case. 

The satirical weekly Le 
Canard Enchaind revealed in 
1995 Aai Mr. Uberi’s two 
children were living in luxury, 
city-renovated couQcil fiats 
alAough each owned an apart- 
ment on which Aey were col- 
lecting renL 
They have since moved out 
^andAe Paris public prosecutor 
has closed Aat case, roling Aat 
Mr. Uberi made no personal 
gain and Aerefore could not be 
prosecuted for conflict of 
inieresL 

Now Le Canard Encbaind 
says it has discovered Aat Mr. 
Uberi supporters have over Ae 
yeaR registered some 3.000 to 
4,000 voters in his constituen- 
cy who do not live there. 

Mr. Tiberi Asmissed Ae 
accusation, saying he did not 
need Ae votes. His Socialist 
opponent, Lyne Cohen-Solal, 
has tried to challenge Ae elec- 
lonil regisier in the courts, so 
far wiAout success. 

The Greens Party canAdate, 
Y\*es Premion Donee, has also 
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filed a civil lawsuit against 
persons unknown for “elec- 
toral fraud" over the alleged 
inflation of Ae voting register, 
forcing Ae public prosecutor 
to open an investigation. 

The RPR lost control of six 
of Ae dty’s 20 districts In 
1995 municipal elections a few 
weeks after Mr. Chirac became 
president in a vote seen as a 
backlash a^nst Ae granting 
of city-owned flats to dozens 
of poUcical cronies. 

Now polling institutes say it 
could lose up to 1 1 of Ae city's 
21 pariiamentaiy seats, possi- 
bly incluAng Ae one held by 
Justice Minister Jacques 
Toubon. who sent a heiicopier 
to scour Ae Himalayas for a 
holidaying public prosecutor 
last year in an unsuccessful hid. 
to save Ae Tiberis from being 
probed. 

Socialist leader Lionel 
Jospin hit out at sleaze in his 
main election rally in Ae capi- 
tal, telling 5,000 young peo- 
ple: “Corruption, scandals and 
covert funding networks— 
have turned Paris since 1977 
into Ae exclusive property of 
Ae few. The 'City of 
has become the capital of Ae 
opaque." 

Few Gaullist candidates 
want to be seen wiA Mr. 
Tiberi, and Ae party has avoid- 
ed staging public rallies in Ae 
capital at which Prime Minis- 
ter Alain Juppe would have 
bad to share a platform wiA 
Ae mayor, RPR sources said. 

Facing a record 28 chal- 
lengers in his constituency, the 
mayor has dodged Ae media 
while campaigning Ascreedy 
in Ae well-to-do fifth district 
around Ae Soibonne Universi- 
ty- 

His press attache said Jour- 
nalists bad been unfair A him 
and be Ad not w*ant Aem chas- 
ing him throu^ Ae bustling 
street markets of his Latin 
Quarter constituency. 

An opinion poll published 
last week suggested that Mr. 
Tiberi, a ^iriiamentarian since 
1968, would be forced mto a 
runoff for Ae first time but 
woAd beat Ms. Cohen-Solal 
on Ae second round. 

“I am proud to participate in 
Ae Sodalists' combat against 
Ae RPR system which has 
long been established in 
Paris.” Ae Socialist candidate 
told Reuters. 

Asked how it felt to fight 
such a well-entrenched incum- 
bent. she saiA 'This may 


sound sini;nisiDg but it’s not so 
Afficult, because people ore 
well informed and they have 
heard about Ae scandals 
iovoliting elected officials iu 
Paris." 

A star-studded suppon com- 
mittee beaded by former jus- 
tice minister and constitutioual 
coun President Roben Badin- 
ter. and incluAng writers Jean 
Lacouture, Yves Simon and 
Tahar Ben Jelloun and film 
director Constantin Costa 
Gavras are campaigning for 
her. 

But Aey face Ae weight of 
midAe-class residents for 
whom Mr. Uberi has been a 
caring mayor always anxious 
to do favours for his cou- 
stituents. 

“The *nheri system is based 
on patronage. But that's true of 
mauy oAer members of parlia- 
rneat," said a local insider. 

Mr. Chirac has stood by Mr. 
*nberi despite wide^nead calls 
for his removal, acutely aware 
Aat his successor is carrying 
Ae can for Ae system Ae pres- 
ident put in place m 18 years 
as mayor. 

Mr. Tiberi’s only notable 
innovation in two years in 
office has been Ae creation of 
cycle lanes on the city's 
clogged streets and a plan, not 
yet iroplemeuted, to restrict 
traffic when air pollution 
exceeds safety limits. 

Interviewed at a brisk walk 
after he visited a bread festival 
outside Paris city hall. Mr. 
Tiberi insisted his campaign 
was going normally and 
deflected questions about 
sleaze. 

“The Socialists, who have 
done France so much harm, 
especially wiA scandals sneh 
as Ae Urba affair, are ill placed 
to teach anyone lessons in 
morality,*' Ae mayor said. 

Aoacks on him were '*a mis- 
erable political manoeuvre to 
distract attention from every- 
thing the Socialists did fcH* 14 
years, their economic, social 
and moral failine. not to men- 
tion things like telephone tap- 
ping," Ml Uberi said. 

Asked wheAer he felt aban- 
doned by his own political 
friends, he saiA “Absoloiely 
not, on Ae contrary. I have 
more suppon Aan ever.” 

T feel calm and relaxed," 
the tense-looking mayor added 
before escapit^ back into the 
safeQ' of city hall while his 
bodyguards barred access a 
J ournalists. 


Though the roads leading up the 
mountain are many, the moon we see is 
just one’ — Japanese view of religions 


By Lote Keilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

TOKYO — Once a year 
several Muslim and non- 
Muslim Js^ianese come 
togeAer to experience an 
Islamic day. On this day 
they practise the teachings 
of Islam, said Khaled M. 
Hiuchi, director of the 
Japanese Muslim Associa- 
tion. 

The evenL which is 
organised by Ae associa- 
tion, attracts a large number 
of Japanese who Aow 
interest in experiendng the 
Islamic way of life. 

Mr. Hiuchi. who convert- 
ed to Islam 35 years ago, 
said Aat alAoug^ Islam is 
not a familiar religion to 
Ae Japanese, alAough “Ae 
Japanese, or Aeir majority, 
oitiy know Aat Muslim 
countries export oil to 
Japan, and despite negative 
mtemational propaganda 
which portrays Musli^ as 
terrorists and fundamental- 
ists, a large number of 
Japanese are inrerested to 
learn about Islam." 

Mr. Hiuchi said Aat “on 
the Islamic day. we teach 
Ae Muslims and their 
close, non-Muslim friends. 


relatives and oAers who 
are interested m Islam, how 
to pray fr^re times a day." 

also explain to Aem 
whai Elution is. teach 
Acffi how to read Ae 
Koran, serve Muslim meals 
and bold question and 
answer lectures." be added. 

Abu Baker Morimoto, a 
Jajranese scholar wrote m 
his book “Islam in Japan" 
Aat “if Islam comes to 
Japan in its original form 
and piiitf iple, leaving aside 
Ae peculiar manners and 
customs as may be found 
deep-rooted in the Muslim 
countries mixed wiA the 
local traditions which are 
their national ones, then 
Japan is a rich soil for Ae 
culture of Islam.” 

Altbou^ the two major 
religioos m Japan are Shin- 
to, wiA 117 nuUioD follow- 
ers. and Buddhism, wiA 90 
million followers. Article 
20 Ae Japanese Constitu- 
tion guarantees religious 
free(k>m. 

“Freedom of religion is 
guaranteed u> all. No reli- 
giMis organisation shall 
receive any privileges from 
Ae State, nor exercise any 
political auAoriiy," Ae 
article stipulates. 


The director of Ae Islam- 
ic Centre Japan, Omar 
Khan, said Aat “Aere is no 
Ascrimination whatsoever 
against Japanese Muslims" 
which stand at 50.000. 
“The Japanese can practise 
Islamic worshipping and 
Japanese women can wear 
Ae vail if Aey wish," he 
added. 

Non-Japanese Muslims 
residing m Japan are 
around 200,000, according 
to Mr. Khan. 

Proof of lack of discrimi- 
nation, he added, is Ae fact 
Aat there are a number of 
Japanese Aplomats, as well 
as a former member of Par- 
liament, Aat are Muslim. 
“People are not prosecuted 
if Aey convert to Islam," he 
said. 

The Japanese Buddhist 
Association will be holAng 
a religious summit in 
August and Ae Islamic 
Centre will be inviting 
eight Muslim thinkers, said 
Mr. Hiuchi. 

Islam was introduced in 
Japan only 70 years ago. 
The fist contact was when, 
m 1890, Ottoman Turkey 
despatched a naval vessel 
to Japan on a mission of 
goodwill. The mission 


opened Ae way for estab- 
lishing Aplomatic relations 
between Japan and the 
Ottoman Empire. 

As the ship was returning 
from its mission it was 
wrecked. The Japanese col- 
lected donations for Ae 
families of Ae dead and 
two Japanese men went to 
Turkey to present Ae dona- 
tions. In Turkey, in Ae year 
1891. Aey convened to 
Islam. Upon Aeir return to 
Japan Aey started propa- 
gating Islam 

Cuirentiy. imemational 
marriages are Ae main rea- 
son behind converting to 
Islam in Japan, said Mr. 
Hiuchi. The society', he 
said, respects a hard-work- 
ing, honest, well-mannered 
person and “once Aey get 
to know Ae religion of this 
person, some feel com- 
pelled to convert to Islam." 

In Japan it is not suipiis- 
ing to fmd a Bud^ist 
faAer. a Christian moAer 
and a Muslim son or 
daughter, said Mr. Hiuchi. 
“Diverse religions are 
spread Aroughout Ae 
country and no one impos- 
es his or her believes on Ae 
oAer," he added. 

“My wife and I are Mus- 


lims, but our children have 
Ae right to chose Aeir own 
religion." he said. 

Since religions, even 
wiAin Ae same family, 
could be .so diverse, some 
customs, like for instance 
burial, could prove Ies.s 
easy to adopt. “The associ- 
ation finds it difficult to 
convince Ae family of a 
decea.sed Muslim to bury 
him in accordance wiA 
Islamic practices," said Mr. 
Hiuchi. 

“The deceased are nor- 
mally cremated in Japan," 
he said, adding that due to 
the inability to keep contact 
wiA ail Muslims, “some- 
times we find out too late 
about one's deaA and can- 
not bury him accordingly." 

"The Japanese outwardly 
do not show any negative 
response toward any reli- 
gion. They believe Aat 
God, Kami and Buddha 
coexist, and this belief is 
deep rooted. Though the 
roads leading up Ae moun- 
tain are many, the moon we 
see is just one. WiA this 
concept. Ae Japanese view 
all religions, “ reads a para- 
graph of Abu Baker Mori- 
moro's book “Islam in 
Japan." 


Bus tour finds different eastern attitudes to EU 


By Janet McEvoy 
Reuter 

MARIBOR, Slovenia — In 
Ae norAern Slovenian 
town of Maribor a young 
woman student climbs 
onto a double decker bus. 
She does not ask for a ^s- 
tioaiion, but to see Ae 
Maastricht Treaty on Euro- 
pean Union. 

The request may seem 
strange, but Aen this is no 
ordinary double decker 
bus. 

Adorned m Ae blue and 
white stars of the rich 
Western bloc and wiA 
mulrilingiial rock music 
blaring out, Ae high-tech 
Eurol^ — web sites, CD 
Foms and video screen on 
board — has come to tell 
Eastern Europeans what 
Ae EU has in store for 
Aem. 

The student organisers of 
Ae Eurobus. which last 
week completed a four 
monA tour of 30 Eastern 
European university cities 
spanning seven countries, 
stress Aeir goal was not 
propaganda. 

“We decided to put 
Europe on wheels to visit 
30 cities, to visit Ae people 
who will be Ae future d^- 
sion makers of Europe,” 
Christian MandL one of the 


student organisers told 
Reuters is Maribor. 

By Ae time Ae bus rum- 
bled home it had been vis- 
ited 30.000 people, 
given out eight tonnes of 
bitxrbures about Ae EU 
and driven 20,000 km. 

The tour, which cook in 
Poland, Ae Czech Repub- 
lic. Slovenia. Slovakia, 
Romania, Bulgaria and 
Hungary, concludes as Ae 
European Commission 
puts Ae finishing touches 
to assessments on how pre- 
pared 10 Eastern European 
countries are to jom Ae 
EU. 

The Baltic states of Esto- 
nia, Latvia and LiAuania 
have also applied for mem- 
beiship of Ae EU. 

Student funding 

The students put up one 
tenA of the cost of the trip 
Aemselves, financing most 
of Ae rest from corporate 
sponsors, and are resentful 
at Ae Uck of euAusiasm 
shown the EU executive 
for tl^ initiative. The 
commission <Mily chipped 
in when Aey parked Ae 
bus illegally outside its 
Brussels headquarters. 

'TTie result is Aat a few 
young pec^le put their 
^money m Ae programme. 


They lost money, and Ae 
commission does not 
care," Mandl said. 

If Ae students who visit- 
ed Ae bus from Ae seven 
countries showed a com- 
mon mterest. it lay in tak- 
ing part in EU educational 
exchange programmes, he 
explain^ alAough there 
was no wish to live perma- 
nently in the other EU 
countries. 

■“In 1989 whenAe Berlin 
wall fell people were afrmd 
of masses of people com- 
ing to Ae WesL It's not true 
because people want to 
stay m their country and to 
contribute to Ae develop- 
ment of Ae country. The 
best positions for Aem are 
at home,” be said. 

If Aey demonstrated a 
common fear it was of los- 
mg Aeir cultural identity 
and language once mem- 
bers of Ae giant EU bloc, 
he said. 

But oAerwise attimdes 
from couniry to country 
Affered. 

“We saw Aat Ae situa- 
tion is very different from 
one country to anoAer." 
Mandl said. 

If students m Maribor 
hardly batted an eye at the 
sight of Ae bus, it is 
because after breaking free 
of Ae old Yugoslavia 


Slovenians are in no hurry 
to join another grouping, 
Slovenian organiser Bar- 
bara Kobale explained. 

“In a way they under- 
stand Aat Ae>' have to 
open sooner or later, but 
Aey don’t want to lose 
Aeir identity or Ae free- 
dom Aey gained," she told 
Reuters in Maribor. 

The picture could not 
ha've been more Afferent in 
-Ae countries seen as least 
Ukely to make Ae EU’s 
first enlargement wave 
early next century — 
Romania, Slovakia and 
Bulgaria 

Slovak enthusiasm 

In Ae eastern Slovakian 
town of Kosice more Aan 
1.000 people besieged the 
bus, begging not to be left 
out of the European club 
and alienated even further 
from Aeir former partner 
Ae Czech Republic, w'ide- 
ly expected to enter Ae EU 
in Ac first wave. 

“I think Aat Aey are 
afraid of what will happen 
if Ae Czech Republic 
enters wiAoui Slovakia. 
Aat Ae EU will divide Ae 
Czech and Slovak people 
even more Aan before. 
They think Aat Aey should 
get in togeAer." Mandl 


said. 

The Czechs on the other 
hand seemed a little too 
confident of an easy entry. 
Unlike Ae oAer front run- 
ners Ae Poles, who even 
wanted to know about EU 
legislation on cucumbers, 
Czechs had little interest in 
Ae details of EU life. 

“They are a bit loo sure 
of Ae fact Aat Aey will get 
mto Ae EU. They are con- 
vinced Aat Aey are Ae 
best country in Ae region." 
Mandl said. 

In Ae Romanian town of 
Timisoara, students queued 
for hours to enter Ae bus. 
to browse Ae websites and 
databanks of EU legisla- 
tion. 

“People seemed to be 
very happy Aat Europe 
was coming to Aem. The 
question was when will 
we become members." 
organisers explained, 

“In Bulgaria Ae situation 
was similar. People are 
interested in Ae EU. even 
Aough Aey have other 
problems right now." 

“Many people are frus- 
trated and feel Aey are 
nobodies in Ae middle of 
nowhere as one person 
wrote in our guest book." 


Snap French vote may be barrier to women 


DEUIL-LA-BARRE, France 
tR) — Tbe youngest female 
candidate for the opposition 
Socialist Party, Delphine 
Mayraigue grumbles that 
France's snap parliamentary 
election stacks the odds 
against a big breakthrough for 
women. 

“We’ve been caught out 
because we have to campaign 
very quickly when we expect- 
ed the election next year," 29- 
year-old Mayraigue said as 
sbe handed out leaflets beside 
a maiket in Deinl-la-Barre, 
north of Paris. 

Almost 00 one seemed to 

know who sbe was. 

The May 2S-June 1 vote will 
test quotas of women candi- 
dates innuduced by the Social- 
ists and Communists in a drive 
to raise women's clout in par- 
liament, where tiiey held just 
5.5 per cent of tbe seats. Ae 
lowest in Ae European Union. 

Fnuice even lags behind 
nations like Mongolia, Algeria 
or Honduras. 

About 30 per cent of Ae 
Socialist and Communist can- 
didates are women. Like 
Mayraigue, many are young 
and contesting a national 
assembly seat for a first time. 

Many were selected just 
weeks before President 
Jacques Chirac called Ae vote 
last month, almost 10 months 
ahead of schedule, giving 


Aem little chance to get 
knowm locally. 

“Tbe early election was 
obviously aimed partly to cut 
the ground from under Ae 
Socialists and Aerefore the 
party's young and female can- 
Adaies,” Ms. Mayrargue said 
as shoppers carrying bags or 
baguettes passed 1^. often 
declining leaflets. 

Many politicians in the rul- 
ing centre-tight coalition As- 
miss tbe left's bevy of women 
candidates as a gimmick, say- 
ing they are contesting right- 
wing bastions raAer than mar- 
ginal seats where Aey nugbi 
have a chance of victory. 

Ail agree a Britisb-style 
surge of wennen members of 
pariiamsut looks unlikely. 
Wt»nen doubled Aeir share of 
Ae seats in Ae 659-member 
British House of Commons 
(lower houre) to 120 when 
Prime Minister Tboy Blair's 
Labour Puty swept away 18 
years of Conservative rule on 
May 1. 

Ms. Mayraigue said sbe was 
encourag^ by Kfr. Biair’s vic- 
tory. But she has not even bad 
time to move home to her Val 
d'Oise constituency since she 
was selected in February to 
challenge a long-term incum- 
bent Chirac’s centre- 
right coalition. 

She lives in central Paris and 
works in a town ball in a 


southern suburb on Ae oppo- 
site side of Ae city — risking 
a label as a “paraebudst" out 
of touch wiA local issues. 

“I wouldn’t say people are 
fired up about Socialist ideas. 
But ih^ are imerested in my 
candidacy." she said in an 
interview outside Ae market, 
which sells everyAing from 
goat cheese to oysters. 

Mr. Chirac called Ae vote 
saying France needed a “new 
elan" and to enter a single 
European currency from a 
position of strengA- Polls 
show left and right running 
almost neck-and-neck. 
alAough Ae coalition is pro- 
jected to win a reduced major- 
ity of seats. 

“It'll be hard for her to gee 
elected here," said Camille fer, 
an 82-year-old pensioner 
shopping A Ae Deuil-la-Baire 
ma^et where Ms. Mayraigue 
was campaigning. 

It's easier for Ae Socialists 
to field women canAdaies, 
because Aey don't have to 
make men give up existing 
seats in parliament." he said. 

In the last election in 1993, 
Ms. Mayraigue’s Socialist 
predecessor failed to win Ae 
1 2 J per cent of the vote need- 
ed to reach a run-olT round, 
which was between a conserv- 
ative and an extreme-right 
aational from candidate. 

All parties agree Aat sorae- 


Aing has to be done about 
women's lack of political and 
economic power — no woman 
heads any of Ae country's top 
200 firms. But Aey cannot 
agree whaL 

France has had one woman 
prime minister. Socialist EdiA 
Cresson, who ruled for a scant 
10 mooAs enAng in 1992 
wiA her popularity at a record 
low. 

Yet Ae weak rale of women 
in politics is an anomaly. Polls 
show Aai Marline Aubry. a 
former Socialist labour minis- 
ter, and centrist Simone Veil, a 
former healA minister and 
Nazi deaA camp survivor, are 
among Prance's most respect- 
ed politicians. 

“Women m France have 
always had too much to do — 
at home wiA Ae children or 
grand-children," lamented 70- 
year-old Marie Clement, 
wheeling her grand-daughter 
in a pram in the DeuiUla-Bane 
market 

“Men just put Aeir feet up 
when they come home from 
work." 

Ms. Mayraigue 's campAgn 
leaflets accuse Ae centre-right 
of calling the vote to stifle 
sleaze scandals and to pave Ae 
way to a new round of ausieri- 
Q'. She says she will work to 
cut noise from nearby roissy 
airport and improve transport 
and hospitals.BoA Mr. Chirac 


and opposition Socialist leader 
Lionel Jospin have promised 
lo give women a bigger politi- 
cal role. 

Mr. Chirac wrote in a news- 
paper column last week: “I 
personally commit myself to 
do everyAing to let Aem take 
part fully in the economic and 
political life of Frainre. It's a 
question of Ae harmony and 
efficiency of our society." 

Mr. Jospin replied in a simi- 
lar anicle Aat France should 
"raise — in deeds and not in 
words — the number of 
women in the national assem- 
bly". 

Women are wary of promis- 
es by the eentre-righi after 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe 
named a record 1 2 women to 
his cabinet in 1995. 30 per 
cent of ail ministers, only to 
sack eight of Aem in a reshuf- 
fle later Aat year. 

Calling French democracy 
lop-sided, Mr. Juppe said in 
March he personally favoured 
“positive discrimination” and 
an experiment with quotas for 
women in regional, municipal 
and European Parliament elu- 
tions. 

But when he delivered a 
keynote speech to coalition 
leaders launching his election 
campaign in a Paris confer- 
ence hall last monA, Aere 
were 30 men and just two 
women on the stage. 


B Economy 

Representatives from 16 Arab states 
to attend major Jordanian fair 


Jordan Times, Saturday, May 24, 1997 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special in the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Under the 
Patronage of His Majesty 
King Hussein, Jordan's 
industries exhibition will be 
inaugurated in Amman this 
month with the participa- 
tion of 127 local industrial 
firms. Khaldoun Abu Has- 
son. chairman of the 
Ammon Chamber of Indus- 
try said Thursday. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference. Mr. Ato Hasson 
.said that repre.sentatives 
from 16 Arab countries will 
anend the one-week exhibi- 
tion. .scheduled to be held 
on May 27. He added that 
businessmen are expected 
to hold talks with their Arab 
counterparts on trade coop- 
eration and ways to remove 
obstacles on flow of goods 
and movement of individu- 
als among Arab countries. 

Mr. Abu Hossan did not 
rule out signing contracts 
with visiting Arab delega- 
tions. 


Mr. Abu Hassan told 
reponers that the exhibition 
was aimed at demonstrating 
the progress achieved by 
the lUngdora in the past 50 
years in the fields of textile, 
medicine, cement food, 
engineering and plastic. 
Kimituie. leather, phos- 
phate, potash, chemical fer- 
tilisers and other industries 

He also said a seminar, 
entitled ''Obstacles in Arab 
Economic Cooperation." 
will be held during the 
exhibition. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said 
about 130 businessmen 
ftojn Iraq. Syria, Palestine, 
Egypt Saudi Arabia. Qatar. 
Bahrain. Tunisia, .Algeria, 
Oman. Lebanon. Yemen 
and Libya will participate. 

More Arab countries are 
expected to attend. Mr. Abu 
Hassan said. 

The indusoy chief said 
Jordan's industries con- 
tribute 22 per cent of the 
gross domestic products 
^GDP) and employ around 
150.000 workers in 24,000 


factories all over the King- 
dom. 

In 1996, Jordan industrial 
firms exported JDl billion 
of industrial products to 
nearly 107 countries. Of 
±is amount 47 per cent 
went to Arab countries. 

In the past five years, cap- 
ital of new industrial firms 
in the private sector 
reached JD613 million. The 
assets of Jordanian fiiins 
ore estimated at JD2 billion 

Meanwhile, a source at 
the Amman Chamber of 
Industry said that Jordan 
and Ir^ are about to con- 
clude on agreement to 
increase a trade protocol 
between the two countries 
by S50 million. 

The source, who asked 
not to be named, said that 
the hike of the $255 million 
protocol, which envisages 
supplying Iraq with food, 
medicine and other human- 
itarian supplies, was dis- 
cussed during a recent vis- 
its by Iraqi officials to the 
Kingdom, including a visit 


by Iraqi Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tareq .Aziz and Trade 
Minister Mohanunad 
Mabdi Saleb earlier this 
month. The source did not 
elaborate. 

Last week. Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali told 
a gathering of businessmen 
that Jordan was considering 
to increase the trade proto- 
col, signed in 1992. But be 
added that any increase 
should be “thoroughly dis- 
cussed between the two 
countries." He did not give 
more details. 

During the press confer- 
ence, Mr. Abu Hassan said 
that during a visit to Bagh- 
dad last week by a six-man 
delegation representing the 
Chamber of Industry, die 
t«»nrn discussed with Iraqi 
officials increasing the pro- 
tocol but added chat any 
possible increase would 
take in consideration 
expanding the list of goods 
allowed to be export^ to 
Iraq to cover more Jordan- 
ian-made products. 


New Iran president faces tough challenge 


TEHRAN (R.) — Iran's 
next president will Inherit 
an oil-dependent and 
inflation-riciden economy 
still struggling to rind 
equilibrium nearly a 
decade after the end of a 
devastating eight-year war 
with Lnq." 

Iranian voters who went 
to Che polls Friday to 
choose successor to 
President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjoni did not need to 
be told about macroeco- 
nomic policy and 
Internationa Monetary 
Fund guidelines to know 
that the economy is sick. 

How quickly the new 
president can jprovide a 
remedy to rising prices 
and unemployment within 
the confines of the coun- 
ty’s existing five-year , 
^fan (1995-2000) is left 
open to question. ‘ ' 
Two jpositive legacies 
from Mb. Rafsanjani are 
that foreign debt which 
soared to more than $30 
billion in the early 1990s. 
has been comroUed and 
the economy, thanks to ris- 
ing oil prices, posted 
growth of 4.5 per cent in 
the last Iranian year to 
March. 

Rare IMF praise for an 
Iranian leader came in 
December when officials 
said Iran had successfelly 
weathered the debt crunch 
and could look forward to 
more growth and new 
lines of credit. 

And in April IMF Man- 


Peanuts 


aging Director Michel 
Camdessus said he was 
satisfied with Iranian eco- 
nomic policy and praised 
Tehran for reviving 
^wth and bringing infla- 
Qon down. Inflanon is 
officially put at 25 per cent 
from 50 per cent two years 
ago. 

But save for the S18 bil- 
lion or so .in annual oil 
earnings. Iran is vulnera- 
ble with a crippled indus- 
trial sector an ailing 
non-oil export sector 
dependent on stagnant 
sales of Persian carpets 
and pistachio nuts to bring 
in hard currency. 

At current rates of pro- 
duction. Iran has enough 
oil reserves to last it more 
than 70 years, analysts 
> said. 

. ^ ‘We are not successful 
■ m «ports,'' is how presi- 
dent!^ candidate and par- 
liamentary speaker All 
Akbar Naieq-Nouri 
summed it up In a tele- 
vised interview Wednes- 
d^. 

Bureaucracy and unclear 
tax rules are common 
complaints by Iranian and 
foreign busmess people 
alike. 

"Industry is bust, privati- 
sation has stalled and there 
is no proper managerial 
class,'* said one It^an 
industrialist. 

The vast petrodollars 
earned by the world's third 
biggest oil exporter after 
Saudi Arabia and Norwav 


are the economy's and the 
government's saving 
grace, but they make Irw 
open to volatile 
international oil prices. 

The next president's grip 
on reforming the economy 
will to a large degree be 
shaped by what happens 
on the major oil trading 
floors in New York and 
Lx>ndon and whether 
Washington carries out its 
threat to slap sanctions on 
non-U.S. firms that invest 
in Iran's oil and gas sector, 
analysts said 

Oil prices have dived to 
$18 a barrel ^m $24 in 
early 1997 but expected 
higher petroleum demand 
next winter could give the 
new president a revenue 
boost in his first few 
months in office. 

Critical to Iran's pl^ to 
- attract foreign investment 
will be a $3.5 biJJion pro- 
ject to get a foreign con- 
sortium to develop its 
huge South Pars gas field, 
which will be the back- 
bone of Tehran's quest to 
be a major gas exporter by 
the next decade. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
All Akbar Velayati said 
this week the contract — 
which would represent the 
laigest single foreign 
investment in Iran since 
1979 — would go to a 
group led by French oil 
firm Total. 

The French government 
has repeated this week that 
it will not deter Total's bid 


and has said U.S. sanc- 
tions aimed at halting for- 
eign energy investment in 
Irm are not lawful. 

Behind the price and 
politics of oil lies serious 
domestic economic ills 
that need to be addressed 

Unemployment is offi- 
cially put at 10 per cent, 
but tiiu disguises under- 
employment. Many work- 
ers have to take on at least 
two jobs to keep up with 
25 per cent inflation and 
annual state salary 
increases of only 10 per 
cent 

“1 have to work in two 
jobs for 16 hours a day. six 
days a week just to pay my 
rent and pay for food 
How am I going to save 
for a car or get married?" 
• said one Teh^ man v^o 
, . splite 4iis day between 
working as a civil servant 
and in a shop. 

Mr. Rafeaojani's bid to 
privatise bloated state-nm 
industries has stalled 
attempts to tiiuiy Iran's 
dual exchange rate have 
failed and the country has 
now emerged as the 
world’s laigest wheat 
importer to its grow- 
ing po^niJation. 

Hea^^ state subsidies 
have led to waste, and 
farmers have found it 
more lucrative to feed 
livestock with dieir wheat 
than to sell it at a state- 
fixed price to the govern- 
ment. 
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Middle Eastern Currendes 
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Metal Prices 


Mid-East Currencies 
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Main Equity Indices 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Photographer 
Adams 

6 Lars and Mars 
10 Spade and 
Houston 

14 •— Doone" 

15 nothrin...“ 

16 Rocker Clapton 

17 Leading part, in 
music 

18 Singer McEntire 

19 Josip Broz 

20 Montana 
battlefeld 

23 Ars — artis 

25 — Amin 

26 Wall SL 
watchdog: abbr. 

27 Edward Albee 
work 

30 Silly ones 

32 Ebon: abbr. 

33 Variable star 

34 Aspire 

35 Genuine 
37 Bottle parts 

39 Western s^iool 
letters 

43 Suppositions 
45 Greet the villain 

47 Chou En— 

48 Madrid tourist 
stop 

51 Small cake 

53 Sntgglei's catch 

54 What a thole 

holds 

56 Geometric 
figures 

57 In^gniftcant sum 

61 Volume 

62 Blueprint 

63 " — Certain 
You" 

66 British collar 

67 Describe 

68 Bakery workers 

69 Rnish the case 

70 Montreal player 

71 Spectral 

DOWN 

1 Mont Btanc. e.g. 

2 Olaf 5 land: 
abbr. 

3 Cofombd’s land 


n 2 3 4 5 


16 It ra ra ^■lOTiT 112 113 


139 140 141 142 




|4« 149 150 


by Ray Smith 

4 Hatred 

5 Citizen of 
Vientiane 

6 Lass 

7 Double curve 

8 Carrie's mom 

9 Sober 

10 Clockmaker 
Thomas 

11 Songfike 

12 Headdresses, in 
England 

13 Candle header 

21 Raptor wssgsons 

22 Cousin of Lfli? 

23 Part of Eur. 

24 Vex 
2B“— hadlLF' 

29 Tude away 
31 Cassowaiy 

cousin 
34 Aid 
36 Cover 
36 Sete6«rttdes 

40 Abbott place 

41 Praise 

42 Affectation 
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44 Ninny 
46 Informer 

48 Harass 

49 Distant 

50 Los — , N.M. 

51 Tediously wordy 

52 Jason's quest 


55 Pome 

58 Furnished 

59 Press down 

60 — Domini 

64 Med. diagnostic 
tool 

65 Natives of: suff. 


HOROSCC^E 
FORECAST 
for SATURDAY, 
MAY 24, 1997 


ARIES: (Mar± 21. lb 
April ■ 19j Carefully 
scbedtile' your, time .and 
activities' today or you'll 
fioonder a^ut vritiiout 
acccmplistubg an)t|iiiig. 
Later this-evettiog woric 
on building your physical 
vitality and h^tb-sb that 
you con handle any situa- 
tion. 

TAURUS: (April '20 to 
May 20) TTiis would be a 
wise time today to start 
I economiri^ '-'while you 
j look around for more 
[ locrative . diahnels for- 
your career activities to 
I shine. Be ^dent and 
I -malce small repairs at 
home at this tme or big 
ones in tile days ahead. 
GEMINI: .(^y ^ 

June 21). opti- 

mistic today even if con- 
ditions -around you look 
bleak, you should be tact- 
ful Any display of tem- 
per arcAind your friends 
later evening could 
alienate them very quick- 
ly, so be cautious. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
should not jump to any . 
erroneous conclusions 
: today as a result of envy. 

, The person you're jeal- 
ous (rf-is bragging about 
nothing, so you should 
keep your cooL Keep 
poised', with your mate 
and show - him or her 
kindness. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
.21) You are bound and 
detmnined today to 
obtain a -urish at ' any 
price,‘howev»; wait for a 
better, time or you will 
notice some. (Acuity. 
Usually reliable friends 
may $eem distant to you 
later -tiiis evening, how- 
ever, be tactful' and 
I thoi^ihtftti* 

' VIRGO: (Angust 22 to 
Sept^ber 22) Avmd a 
hi^ier-up - at this time 
, ^ 0 :.may . be- m ^ iiate 
mood ^d looking for a 




e! anvatgyi ^atar^tfesi • 
evening wim- your credit 
br'careerior could re^t 
tiiie'ij^tuation. Rest up 
after a hard day. 

LIBRA: (Se^mber 23 
to OctobiCT 22) Keep in 
t^d tod^ that the gr^ 
only appears greener on 
the:- other side of- the 
fence. You should not be 
listening to that person 
who's been trying to get 
you out of the way in tiie 
days ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) 
Although the career 
activities may not seem 
tfipealing today, you’ve 
put it off too long 
already, get to it and stop 
procrastinating. Don’t try 
later this evening to force 
your views on others. 
SAGIITARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Try to be sympathet- j 
ic and helpful today con- * 
ceming any grievances a 
fellow associate may 
have. Any contracts 
should be followed con- 
scientiously, thereby 
avoiding any 
Be true to your word. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You . 
may have the “Monday 
blues," today, however, 
get right to career activi- 
ties and your mood will 
change. Don't be critical 
of a fellow associ^ who 
is in the same state of 
mind and. thereby quite 
helpftil. 

AQUARIUS: (January 
2I to February 19) Busi- 
ness before pleasure 
today should Tx ybuf 
motto, so keep to your « 
ideals, Don't piit 
UDpoitant matters., which 
can't wait Be sure to 
control yourfemper widi 
others later, this evening; 
and be thoughiftil of-yoor. 
mate.- 

PISCES: (February fO 
to .March 20) TenipeES 
I are short today, so tty to 
I be cooperative with your 
loved ones and thereby 
cooler heads wni.pievalL 
It would be best to post- 
pone visits from gue^ 
until a later tune, of diffir 
cullies win ensue. 

Birthstone of May:. 
Emerald — Chrioe . . 
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Jordan, Michigan aim 
at creating joint ventures, 
i exploring scope of trade 
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ByGhaliaAlnl 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
the U. S. state of Michigan 
Thursday signed an agree- 
ment of cooperation in a 
bid to expand economic 
relations b^een the two 
sides. 

The agreement, which 
was signed by Minister of 
lYade, lodust^ and Supply 
Hani Mulki and Michigan 
Governor John Engler, 
aims at creating joint ven- 
tures as well as exc han gin g 
information about trade 
opponunities. 

During his meeting with 
the American delegation. 
Dr. Mulki stressed that tiie 
government is building a 
suitable investment climate 
in the Kingdom. He said 
that Jor&m has recently ini- 
tialed a partnership agree- 
ment with the European 
Union (EU) and is negotiat- 
ing to join the World TVade 
Oiganisation (WTO). He 
added that the country has 
ako introduced and amend- 
ed a set of economic legis- 
lations and is worl^g 
towards introducing com- 
plementary laws such as an 
intellectual property rights 
law. 

During a meeting su the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try (ACI), Jordanian and 
American businessmen 
voiced their interest in 
facilitating bilateral eco- 
nomic cooperation and pro- 
viding services to business- 
men coming from both 
sides. 

Addressing the meeting, 
ACI Chairman Khaldun 
Alxi Hassan stressed the 
need to improve the bal- 


ance of trade between Jor- 
dan and the U..S. 

He said that in 1996, 
imports from the U.S. 
amounted to S336 million, 
while exports frnm Jordan 
to the U.S. amounted to 
$14.5 milli on. 

“The gap is obviously 
very large. To amend tiw 
imbalance, we are trying 
hard to increase our exports 
to your country and to 
invite American investment 
and joint ventures,“ sdd 
Mr. Abu Hassan. 

Mr. Engler expressed 
awareness of the for^com- 
ing challenges to improved 
Jordan-American econom- 
ic relations and stressed the 
need to discuss trade 
opportunities suitable for 
both parties. 

Mr. Engler said that in 
October this year. Michi- 
gan will host a Jordan week 
in an effort to encourage 
foreign investments in the 
Kingdom. 

Halim Abu Rahmeh, 
managing director of the 
Jordan Trade Association 
stressed the need to devel- 
op a mechanism for the fol- 
low up on such activities 
and to create a suitable 
investment climaie exempt- 
ed from customs and tax 
duties. 

Mr. Abu Rahmeh, who 
also attended Thursday's 
meeting, added that: Jordan 
needs to send more trade 
missions abroad in order to 
promote the Kingdom's 
products and services. 

‘I'm a strong believer of 
exporting Jord^'s services 
and marketing tourism 
properly through the 
international media," he 
said. 


Mr. Abu Hassan said that 
although Jordan played an 
active role in pushing the 
peace process forward, “the 
Israeli attitude is undermin- 
ing the peace process and 
causing disturbance in the 
region once t^ain." 

He said that “the econom- 
ic development of the 
region is hampered by the 
intransigent miiaides of 
Israeli policies which 
among other things, place 
severe obstacles to trade 
exchange between Pales- 
tine and Jordan." 

Mr. Abu Hassan called on 
the American administra- 
tion “to act fairly and justly 
as a partner in the peace 
process to see to it that the 
kraeli excesses in Palestine 
are stopped in order to give 
the area breathing space to 
consolidate peace and pave 
the way for economic pros- 
perity in the region." 

He also urged the United 
States to remove the sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq 
which he described as the 
best market for the Jordan- 
ian exports. 

Mr. Engler agreed that “it 
is very important for the 
peace process to expand 
economic opportunities," 
between Jordam and the 
U.S. 

“Wc are offering our 
resources and our people 
for the goals of prosperity 
and peace," said Mr. 
Engler 

Also on Thursday, Mr. 
Engi gf had a meeting with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and praised his role in 
achieving peace in the 
region which would in turn 
create more opportunities 
for investments. 


Foreign investors find prices ■ 
of Jordanian shares attractive 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
interest has nsceotiy risen in 
the shares of the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC), the Jordan Cement 
I^ctori^ (JCF) Company 
and the Arab Potash Com- 
pany (APC) Shares. 

According to Samir Jara- 
dat, assistant general man- 
ager of the Jmrian Invest- 
ment and Hnance Bank, the 
Amman Hnancial Market 
(AFMj is cuirentiy attract- 
ing large sums foreign 
capital because me 
price/earning (P/E) ratio on 
market shares has reached a 
competitive level in com- 
parison to the P/E of other 
markets in the region. 

The P/E of die AFM has 
.reached the multiplier oflO 
1997 and is expected to 
deerrase to 73 in 1998. 
This would attract la^e 
numbers of foreign 
investors- 

He quoted Meedmoney 
magazine as saying that Che 
government is cuireotly 
studying die impkraentar 
don of Global Depository 
Receipts (GDR) on the JCF, 
APC and JPMC. 

The new Companies Law 
also scraps the 15 pn cent 
tax on firms willing to 
raise tbetr capital by trans- 
ferring mon^ frr>m 
reserves. 


And anodier important 
factor is the Securities Law 
which bad lecently abol- 
ished the SO per cent for- 
eign ownership ceiling. 

Meedmoney magazioe 
also noted that the Central 
Bank of Jordan Deputy 
Governor Michel Marto 
said the government itself is 
planiung a S700 imiUon 
Eurobond as a means of set- 
ring a bencbmaik for future 
corporate and state borrow- 
ing. 

Meedmoney also pointed 
out that the JPMC had 
recently opted for a 
Eurobond issue worth SlOO 
milli on to help finance a 
$250 milli on expansion 
project at its Shidiy^ mine. 

Regarding die activity at 
the stock market last week, 
the volume of trade rose at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) from JD43 mil- 
lion to JD5.8 after 3,4 mil- 
lion shares were traded 
through 3394 contracts. 

On a sectoral level, indus- 
tiy shares worth JD4.1 mil- 
lion led taking up 703 per 
cent of the AFM pie. Bank- 
ing followed with JDI.03 
million wordi of shares tak- 
ing 17.7 per cent of trade 
volume and services was 
third ai JD0.67.for 1 13 per 
cent share. The insurance 
sector ranked last for 


JD18.100 and accounting 
for 0,3 percent . 

The general price index 
went up trmn 1M.17 pewts 
to 155,86 (1,09 per cent 
increase). Industries went 
up 4,01 points to 122,72 
(3.38 per cent inoeasel, 
services increased 3,06 
points to 110.37 (2.85 per 
cent increase), insurance 
went down 1.11 points to 
11339 (0,97 per cent 
decrease) and ba^ took a 
1,48 point increase to 
19336. (0.76 per cent 
increase). 

After comparing the 
opening and closing prices 
of 87 companies, shares of 
28 companies* increased, 
diose of 43 decreased and 
16 held steady. 
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*rHAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold *nd MBn Argirtoi 
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Unacrambis those tow Jumbtos, 
one letter le each square, to torm 
four erdhiary worUa. 
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SHE Rar THE 
TRACK STAR V»5 
©IVIN© HER THIS. 
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Now anange the dieted lettois to 
form the surprise anewsr, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Answer /Mfe r the [XnDGOXD 

(Answers tomorrow) 

■ JurrMes; LOONY FIFTY HEALTH AFRAID 


Answer 


Easy for ■ ges staticM attendant to get - 
HIS TILL" OF rr 
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(^Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN hd ARKETPLACE 

*** Jordan Marketplace^ 

1 DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Uniqiie designs ini 8k Goli 

r] At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
^ • Phone55271 18 Also in Brazil ‘ 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. S bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
. unfurnished for rank . 


Ijhas f4mmdn 


STUDIO HflIG 

'ProfMhnat quality In 
T hourservfce 
ipeveipp your colourlUm 
at oiir shop arid get 

* JUMSO photo size 
$0% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
2bx30cm. 
Shmeisani - Opposite 

Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 





Quality Serviced Suites 

* One k Two Bedrooms * FUly 
I fqoippetl Kitchenettes * Daily A 
Stay * Reasonable Rates 


.'th i-.'irwic 

Tcl Fax 6"4>5l 


COUUHtOCE 


-INDOOR heated. 
SWIMMING FOOir 

-SAUNA, JACUZaW 
lt.MASSA 6 E 
■-^flTNESaROOM.';" 

VJBSINIS& SQUASH 
_-^URTS 


■ ;"TEL: 758180; 
medio k. TV Station 



JAMAL TRAD & 
REAL ESTATE 

FOR RENT 
VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
Furnished or 
unfurnished 


Tel : 699369 
681279 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Alr-Condftloned 
Busses Around ihe CIOCIC 
Every 30 Minutes from Abddil 
to Airport and Bock 


Specicl Reduced rO’e: ci 
SCO FJs For Airport Sloff 
end cur Frequerl Cuslcme:; 


For Further Details caU : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdali Blanch 653313 
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Bulls get low-scoring 
win over Heat 


CHICAGO 00 — Michael 
Jordan shook off three hor- 
rible quarters to score 14 
points in the final 6:27 and 
the Chicago Bulls cranked 
up the defence to beat the 
Miami Heat 75-68 
lliursday in the lowest scor- 
ing NBA playoff game ever. 

The win. which gave the 
defending champion Bulls a 
2-0 lead in the b^t-of-seven 
Eastern Conference fiiuils, 
replaced a 74-71 game 
between Syracuse and Fort 
Wayne on April 7, 1955 as 
the lowest-scoring in NBA 
playoff history. 

Game 3 is Saturday after- 
noon in Miami. Jordan, 
who once scored 63 points 
by himself in a playoff 
gome, was 2-of-12 ft^m the 
field and had only nine 
points just before the mid- 
point of the fourth quarter. 
But he finished with 23 by 
dominating the game's cru- 
cial moments, from die field 
and at the free-throw line. 

"1 played like doo-doo” 
s^d Jordan. “It's simple. I 
made some free t^ws 
down the stretch. Other than 
that they did it without me 
tonight 1 missed some easy 
shots. It was an ugly perfor- 
mance by me. It wasn’t 
pretty basketball but at least 
we get out of here with two 
wins.” 

Scotde Pippem also had 23 
points for Chicago, which 
shot just 3S per cent (,23-of- 
64) from the field. 

*1 got off to a good eariy 
start,” said Pippen. “If you 
lake that away, I played as 
lousy as anyone else. You 
have to realise that (Miami's 
Pat) Riley has coached 
against this triangle 
(oSence) many dmes. He 
knows how to take the ball 
out of Michaers_hands. 

“No matter how physical 
it gets, we have to play our 
game. The inqrartant thing 
is that we are winning." 

“There is not much good 
to say about fiiis game, 
except that we won” said 
Bulls coach Phil Jacksoit ‘T 
told them after three quar- 
ters that whoever scored 14 
points would have a chance 
to win the game. Bad shoot- 
ing has just been the tone of 
the series.” 

Tim Hardaway had 15 
points and Alonzo 
Mourning 14 for Miami, 
which hit just 33 per cent 
(25-of-74) from the floor. 

“If we can get the same 
type of shots we got tonight 
in Miami. I'll be happy,” 
Riley said. “We sot some 



Chicago Bulls’ Michael Jordan (R) gets a shot off as Miami Heat’s Alonzo Momming 
(L) d^ends in the second quarter of the NBA Eastern Conference Finals game in 
CUc^go. Chicago won 75-68 and leads the be$t-of-«even series 2-0 (Renters photo) 

good looks, we just didn't In the first half, Jordan man- Miami within 57-56 but 


good looks, we just didn't 
make the shots. Both teams 
are playing very well defen- 
sively.” 

The game also saw the 
lowest scoring first half in 
playoff history. Chicago led 
39-29 at the break, and the 
68 combined points were 
one fewer than the new York 
Knicks and new jersey nets 
produced on April 29. 1994. 
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WTTH OMAR SKAHSF 
A TANNAH HtRSCH 

Cl M rmw HMa Sanns 


DEFENDERS ABE ONLY HUMAN 


Both vulDPraUe. South dnit. 

NORTH 

*QJ8«S3 

04 

«AR64 

*AK 

WEST EAHT 

*Kl0a AA97 

C108752 OE9S 

OlOB OJ97S 

*Q7« *043 

SOUTH 
*4 

OAQJO 

0083 

*410989 

The biddi ng! 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


0|Mning lend: Rve of O 
Study the diagram above. Would 
foe cfaeoee to play or defeod tfaxee 

no tnimp after Wcat leads the five 
ofbearta and East follows with the 
kina? At the table, would the play 
to m fiivt trick change yaermutd? 

Note that once North bad eh«wa 
at lean nine cards in two lulta, 
South didn't bother to introduce the 


a aix<ara lOAior (mth a minimum 
and sis spades, Nonh would have 
rebid two spades immediately 
rather than introduce the bur-card 
minor), so South bad an easy rebid 
of three no trump. 

Douto dummy, you tie correct if 
you chose to defend. There is only 
eae entry left to the South hand 
and, since ibe queen of clnfas docs 
not drop doublelou and diamonds 
are not evenly dinded. South 
(alia trick sbM 

Alternatively, declarer can win 
tbeace of benr^ cash the two win. 
niog hcaits, discarding the ace and 
Ung of clubs from dummy, and lead 


the jade of dubs to set up the suit 
whiCe the mecn of 
in hand. But that enables the 
de fe nde r s to scare two heart tridca. 
two spades and the queen of dubs 
Ihr down one. 

Nevertheless, in practice we 
would choose to play three do 
trump. When East pisys the Idng tk 
hearts at trick one, we would allow 
the monarch to hdd! It would be 
inhuman of East not to return a 
heart. Now declarer can win she 
next two heart trieka, 
the oflendiiie dub honon finn the 
North hand, and force out the 
qoeen of dnt^ Sioce a hi^ b«m 


aged just seven points on 1- 
of-7 shooting. 

The Heat pulled within a 
basket on several occasions 
in the third quarter but were 
unable to take the lead. 
They trailed 45-43 wfli 
3:27 left in the period, but 
Jamal Mashbum missed a 3- 
pointer. After a Chicago 
turnover, mourning missed 
a driving layup that would 
have knott^ the contest 
After Mourning’s miss, 
Jordon penetrated but 
dished off to Pippen, who 
buried a 3-pointer for a 48- 
43 lead. The heat were 
unable to get closer than 
four the resf of the quarter. 

In the fourth quarter, the 
Heat drew within 55-34 on a 
3-pointer by Dan Majerle 
with 6:30 to go in the game. 
The Bulls called time-out 
and, on their first possession 
after the break, Pippen 
threw up a wild 3-point 
attempt. 

But Jordon, who finished 
w-ith nine rebounds, came 
up with the loose ball and 
laid it back in for a three- 
point advantage. 

Isaac Austin hit a reverse 
layup in the key to bring 


Pippen answered by drain- 
ing a pair of free throws 
with 5:29 to go. Austin hit 
an 11-foot turnaround 
jumper with D ennis 
Rodman all over him to 
again bring Miami within a 
point But Jordan hit a 
clutch 17-footer with 4:45 
to play, pushing the lead 
back to 61-58. The Heat 
misfired again at the offen- 
sive end and Jordan grabbed 
the rebound and was fouled. 
He made both free throws 
for a five-point lead, then 
got a steal and penetrated 
into the key as the heat 
defenders collapsed on him. 

Jordan dished the ball to a 
wide-open Ron Harper, who 
buried a 3-pointer to give 
Chicago a 6^58 lead. 

After a free throw by 
Hardaway brought Miami 
within seven, Jordan hit two 
more free throws and the 
heat never drew any closer 
than five the rest of the way, 

Chicago got just nine 
points on 3-of-13 shooting 
from its bench as Toni 
Kukoc. Brian Williams and 
Steve Kerr combined for 
four points. 


Tfamsday’s playoff result 


Chicago 75 Miami 68 
(Chicago leads best-of-seven series 2-0) 


Wednesday’s playoff result 


Irish 

Silence in 

Belmont 

Stakes 


ELMONT, New York (R) 
— Trainer Leo O’Brien 
announced Thuisday diat 
he will enter Irish Silence 
in the S500,000 Belmont 
Stakes. 

The aonounceraent came 
one day after captain 
Bodgit, who finished sec- 
ond at the Kentucky derby 
and third in the Preakness 
behind double winner 
Silver Charm, was forced 
to letite due to an injury in 
his fix>nt left leg. 

Irish Silence has two 
wins and two second-place 
finishes in eight career 
starts. 

“Austin wants to tiy the 
Belmont, and we're both 
hoping this one is good 
enoi^ to talre a shot,” said 
O'Brien about the June 7 
race. 

O'Brien added diat John 
Velazquez or Frank Lovato, 
Jr. Would be the jockey. 
Irish Silence is the first 
New York-bred horse to be 
confirmed for this year's 
BelfflonL 


Spain reign on day as G 
go down in World Team 


DUESSELDORF (R) — 
Albert Costa and Felix 
Mantilla both posted 
straight-set wins as Spain 
sped to victory over 
Germany at the World Team 
Cup on Thursday. 

Cold, rainy conditions 
twice delayed play three 
hours and forced (be post- 
ponement of tile doubles, 
but failed to cool off the 
red-hot Spaniards who have 
dftmirtatftd on clay this sea- 
son. 

A Spaniard has filled 14 
of the 28 semifinal spots in 
seven European clay court 
events this season, winning 
four. 

That domination has been 
in evidence at the world 
team cup. 

In two ties Spain have yet 
to lose a match and drop^ 
just two sets, leaving ttem 
top of the blue group stand- 
ings with a perfect 2-0. 

Aldiough Mantilla’s 
match took, most of the day 
to complete, after it was 
interruiRed midway through 
the fiiM set, he spent littie 
time on. court cnishii^ 
David Ptinosil 6-2 6-1 in 
41 minutes. 

With rain continually 
threatening his mam^ 




Micheal Stich 

Costa made quick woik of 
Michael Stich, disposing of 
the 1991 Wimbledon cham- 
I»OD 6^1 6-3 in exaedy one 
boon 

'The long wait was diffi- 
cult but you get used to it, 
you just have to try and be 
patient and keep your coo- 
centcation,” smd Costa, 
world ranked 13tii. 

Immediately after the 
match, Stich said he would 
not play at die frach Open, 
joining a Rowing list of 
players to drop out of the 
Gr^d Slam event starting 
on Monday. 

Stich. who lost in the final 


French Open milestones 



and 

vrins die 'women’s 

drownaftBTlb^DgfejaxfiD^^ 
f 1939-1^fiIUam.M(^eifi benb. Bobliy Ri^ in.f^ 
Amedi^inen’Bfind .' ^ 
•1947-Huogari^' Jc^f Asboth. becomes tl^ 

European player to win men’s smgles.title. A joitomenX^--..!. 
gles event is .included:iir toumameot progiaoune ferfee first 
time.. • l-. -.r..' 

' •1951-Czech Jaroslw . DrcdH^ wins the meu's^eveiit.^ a,, 
fouiih attenqit after tii^ unsuccessfhl appeamoces'm the 
final. 

•1953-Ken Rosewall o£ Ausmlia. at -18 years 7 monifas, 
becomes (he yonngest-ever men’s gmeia* champion whQe 
American' Maureen Connolly, at 18 yeius 8 nxaiths (and on 
her way to the first female 'Grand Slam’) beco^ tiie 
youngest-ever winner of tbe women's crown 
•L9S4-Touy Trabect of die Uxtiied Smtes becomes die firM 
player to win the men’s singles title widx>ut losing a 
•1962-an 'all-Australian* year. Rod Laver (on his way to faiis 
first 'Grand Slam’) recovers ftom two sets down to beat fel- 
low-Australian Emerson for tbe men’s singles title, vrinle 
Margaret Court sees off ccniqiattiot Lesley Itimer in die 
women's evou. 

•1966-Hungarian Istvan Gulyas accepts a deday of 24 honrs- 
before coming out to play in die men’s singles final to allow 
Australian oppemeot Tcmy Roche time to recover from an 
ankle injury. Roche wins die tide. 

•1968-Tbe tonmamrat becomes tbe first Grand Siam event 
to go ‘opeiL' Australian ken Rosewall beats rod Laver to 
become the oldest-ever singles champion at 33 years 7 
months. The women’s singles is won by Nan^ Ridiey of the 
United States who beats Bthain’s Ann Haydon-Jones. 

"1969-Rod Laver (ab^t to succeed a second' 'Grand Sam') 
wins his second singles tide. 

•1970-Czech Jan Kodes beats 'Iftigoslavia’s Zeljko 
nranulovic in the dimtest-ever men’s final — 6-2, 6^ 6-0 in 
just 68 minutes. 

Margaret Smith-Coort of Australia, <ri her wiqt to her first 
'Grand Slam' takes women's title to a fourth Hnic by ont- 
pla^g Helga Niesseo of Germany ^2, 6-4. 

•1971-Jan Kodes retains die men's tide, by beating 
Romanian Hie Nastase, while Evonne Goobigrag wins die 
women’s singles in an all-Aostralkn showdown with Helen 
(^uilay. 

•1972-Andres Cimeno of Spain becomes the oldest winner 
oftbemen*ssmgle$crowDattoeageof34ye^ lOmontfas. ' 
1973-Inaugundon of the tie-break does not stop tbs 1973 
championsh^ from being the longest-eveL RomAman 
Nasiase beats Nikld Pilic ^Yugoslavia in die men's final oa 
the Tuesday of dw diiid week after serious laia delays dis^ ' 


Mqre'i!ii^6()Qjp0p^ie^^ 

- of ITyei^Tl m^ 

dfe women's 

' who doesn't drop 

ietato:’hCT 'womm's title 
^ Zvereva of die Soviet Unum in the fint 
._ "iS%9-Midiael.Ch»g becomes youE 
..pioa mtbe age of ITye^ 3 months by 
He ls^.fiistAzhOTcan to vrin the tit 
. Sanche&ificario- of Spain- become 
• wpmenls chanqnoo die age of 17 ye 
•lS>90-Monica Seles takes over fin 
l^cario as the youngest-ever women's 
16 years 9 months wfafle Ameri^ Jen 
2 mondis. beifomes the youngest-eve 
men's Mi^les bodi of die top seeds, B 
Edbeig, are defeated in the first-round 
Left-Jumded veteran Andres Gomez U 
from Ecuador to vrin a Grand Slam ti 
Agassi in die finaL 
•1991-While the tournament celebrat 
Ag^i loses in tbe final for the second ] 
he is beaten by feUow-American Jim C 
•1992-Monica Seles wins women's 
while fim Courier retmns the men's cr 
Petr Korda. 

•1993-Se^ Brugueta becones the fi 
men’s title in 21 years by detfarooing-Ji 
Steffi Graf wto her dnnl singles ctowr 
•1994-Tbe year of die Spanish ‘dou 
the men’s tide by beadi^ unorthodc 
Boasategni wfafle Arantxa Sanchez-Vi 
wcanen's singles crown by hwiring 

final was completed CHI tbe second SuDc 

early in the first set by tain on tbe San 
•1995-Tbomas Muster, univ- ary n 
becomes the first Austrian winner of 
defeats Michael Chang in the final Su 
season injury worries, notches up her fi 
crown, by bradug Arantxa Sanchez- Vie 

•1996-Steffl Graf 'agam beats San 
wmnen's tide when she scores a 6-3, 6-' 
longest final in tournament history. Pla 
enthralled spectators, tbe final lasted A 
' mmt it e s. Yevgeny Kafelnikov became d 
^ men’s crown. The 2^yea^-old defe 
Gecmaay 7-6 C7/4), 7-5, 7-6 (7/4) in ; 
tiuel played on a sun-baked centre-cour 
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Nabil & Risbai 
TEL: 62 
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Pittsbiirgb Pirates* second baseman Joe Randa jumps to avoid Montreal Espos’ Mike T^ndn g on the fiaQed dou- 
ble>play attempt during third hming action in Montreal. Expos* RondeO White was safe at first on the play. Pitts- 
burgh won 9-3 (Renters photo) 

Mets’ Bobby Jones is first NL 8-game winner 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Bobby Jones became the national 
league's first eight-game winner and was one of three Mets 
with three hits as surging New York routed the Philadelphia 
Phillies 10-3 Thursday. 

Jones (S-2) allowed three runs over seven inning s on eight 
hits and a walk with three strikeouts in winning his fifth 
straight decision. He held Philadelphia to one run over the 
first five innings as the Mets, who have won nine of their 
last 12 games, built a 10-1 lead. 

“It's definitely not something I expected, to have this 
many wins so soon," Jones said “It's great to get off to a 
good start. I'm throwing the ball as well as 1 ever have. I'm 
very comfortable and I've had good location on all my 
pilches." 

John Olerud, Edgardo Alfonzo and Jones played key 
roles in an eight-run third inning that broke open a ti^t 
game. Bernard Gilkey. Alex Ochoa and Rey Ordonez add»d 
two hits sqyiece as the Mets banged out 15 hits against five 


Dave Burba's eight-game string in 1993. 

“Pitching in big games I tiy not to change the way I 
pitch," Gardner said. “Every game is important I just try to 
maintain composure and pitch my game." 

Rich Rodriguez and D<mg Henry combined to hold Col- 
orado scoreless over the fiii^ three frames. 

Colorado starter John Thomson (0-3) was tagged for four 
runs and seven hits in 5 2/3 innings. 

Ellis Burks and Jeff Reed got the Colorado homers. 

In Montreal, Adrian Brown’s first major-league homer, a 
thiee-run shot in the seventh inning , helped n^y the Pitts- 
burgh Pirates to a 9-3 victory over t^ Expos. 

"I was sitting on a changeup all the way," said Brown, 
who was recalled fiom double-a Carolina last Friday. “The 
first two at-bats, he (Carlos Perez) threw me a fastl^ and 
then a change, so I was looking for iL" 

Added Brown: “Special, like a dr^m come true for me. 
I'll remember this one." 


Philhitelpua Ditchers. The win also ipoyed New York four Joe . Randa also homeied for Pii^burgb while Danin 
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“It'|5 a fluke tl^g " added Jones of bis hit^g. ‘The ball 
just mt the bau it's one of those things I guess.^ 

. j Phillies ace Curt Schilling (6-4) was tagged for nine runs 
and nine hits in 2 2/3 innings, walking three and striking out 
three. His earned run average jumped fipom 3.18 to 4.13. 

Schilling, who was pitcidng on just three hours' sleep 
after his lime gave birth to his first daughter, didn’t blame 
the lack of rest for his perfocmance. 

“My pre-game routine was a little skewed, but I'm incred- 
ibly di^ppointed. because I felt good coming out of the 
pen." Schilling said. 

“Every mist^e I made they hit. 1 was ready to pitch and 
I thought it would be a pitebers’ duel, but only one pitcher 
showed up.” 

Olerud got his ninth homer for New York while ex-Met 
Rico Brogna horaered for Philadelphia. 

In San Francisco, Mark Gardner ^owed four hits over six 
innings en route to his sixth straight victory and J.T. Snow 
had a double and three RBI as the Giants brat the Colorado 
Rockies 7-2. 

Gardner (6- 1) allowed a pair of solo homers, walked three 
and struck out three in extending the longest winning streak 
of his career. The Giants have won seren of his last eight 
starts and his winning streak is the longest by a Giant since 


Jon Lieber (2-5) broke his five-game losing streak and 
won for the fu^ time in six sf^ since April 20. He allowed 
three nins and walked one with seven strikeouts in six 
innings as the Pirates posted their second straight win after 
a four-game losing strcak. 

Perez (4-4) lost his tittird straight decision and is winless 
since April 30. He ^ve up four runs and five hits with five 
walks and three strikeouts in 6 2/3 innings for Montreal, 
which suffered its thitd straight loss. 

In San Diego. Jo^ Hamilton allowed one run over seven 
innings and hit his second career home run and Tony 
Gwynn added three hits as the Padres stopped the Los 
Angeles Dodgers 4-1 for their fourth straight victory. 

Hamilton (3-1) allowed four hits, walked three and struck 
out five to notch his second straight win since returning 
from the disabled list last week. The right-hander's only 
mistake was Todd Zeile's leadoff homer in the second 
inning. 

The four-game winning streak is die Padres' longest of the 
season. They also extended their win streak over Los Ange- 
les to seven games. 

Hideo Nomo (5-3) gave up four runs and eight hits over 
seven innings for the Dodgers, who have lost five straight 
for the first time since July 1995. 


Jordan to play Palestinian 
soccer team in Jericho June 6 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Kingdom’s national soccer team heads to 
the West Bank town of Jericho next month to play against 
their Palestinian counterparts in the first international soc- 
cer match since 1967, a spokesman for the Jordan Soccer 
Federation (JSF) said Friday. 

Hisham Axfour, secretary of the J$F, said that the match 
with the Palestinian national soccer team will coincide with 
the inauguration of Jericho Stadium, scheduled to be on 
June 6. 

Mr. Asfour told the Jordan Times that the lineup of the 
Jordanian team had not yet been decided but ad^d that 
most of the national team players will be included. He did 
not elaborate. 

He said that a Palestinian delegation, headed by Issa 


Shou'ebi. secretary of the Palestinian Football .■Association, 
would arrive to discuss the arrangements for the June 6 
match with JSF officials. 

Mr. Asfour did not rule out holding matches with other 
Palestinian soccer clubs in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
during the visit which will start on June 5. 

In the past two years. Jordanian and Palestinian soccer 
teams exchanged visits and held several matches. Jordan's 
Al Wihdat and A1 Faisali played several games in Ca.ta, 
Hebron and other cities. 

No matches have so far been held between Jordanian and 
Israeli clubs. Mr. .Asfour did not mention whether the 
national team was scheduled to play with Israeli teams dur- 
ing the visit. 

In 1 995 the Israeli Arab team of Kfar Kana. which includ- 
ed several Jewish players, visited the Kingdom attd played 
against M Wihdat and Al Fai.sali. 


Makinen holds overnight lead 
in Rally of Argentina 


CORDOBA, Argentina (R) 
— Tommi Makinen, the 
reigning world champion, 
ended the first day of the 
rally of Argentina on Thurs- 
day at the head of a three- 
way fight for the lead with 
Briton Colin McRae and 
Spaniard Carlos Sainz 
chasing hard. 

Makmen, of Finland, 
moved to the fix)nt of the 
event on the third stage and 
built a 12 second lead over 
bis two main title rivals 
with the quickest time on 
the fourth, then saw his 
advantage slowly chipped 
away through the remaining 
four stages of the day. 

McRae, who set the 
fastest times on the sixth, 
seventh and eighth stages as 
the teams returned to their 
base in the city of Cordoba, 
north of Buenos Aires, was 
just eight seconds behind at 
the end of the opening leg. 

Sainz 'had- led the -rally 
after the second st^e, but 
after damaging bis fonji 
while driving through water 
on the third stage, he 
slipped down to thifo place 
before a spirited recovery 
saw him set the fastest time 
on the fifth stage and end 
the day 13 seconds behind 
Makinen. 

Briton Richard Bums 
marked bis impressive 



flnnish Mitsubishi driver Ibnunf Makinen drives his car during the first leg of ttK , 
’XVn Argentine^ Motor RaUy; Makkmen. who heads the Worlds Drivfjjt4ftrhampi-V^ 
onship after six rounds, took the Argentine lead on the dust)’ third' ista^ from > 

Albertina to IschUin to lead teammate Briton Richard Burns by seconds af^ the 
fourth stage (Reuters photo) 


return to the championslup 
with Mitsubishi by ending 
the day fourth overall, with 
former champion Juha 
Kankunnen. of Finland, 
fifth placed on his debut 
outing for the ford team. 

The huge local interest in 


the event caused chaos on 
the opening stages when 
spectators poured onto the 
rally route, forcing organis- 
ers to delay the running of 
the rally by more than an 
hour as they cleared them to 
safe viewing points. 


The second leg of the 
rally, which runs to the west 
of Cordoba on Friday, is the 
longest of the event with 10 
stages totalling 1 80 kilome- 
tres before the teams arrive 
bock in Cordoba for their 
overnight hull. 


Sydney hits back at IOC chief Samaranch 


SYDNEY (R) — Sydney's 
top politician on Fri^y told 
Juan Antonio Samaranch to 
mind his own business affer 
complaints by the 
International Olympic 


^ jled Sox beat Yankees 8-2; Rangers overcome A’s 
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NEW YORK (R) — Wil 
Cordero had five hits and 
Mike Stanley blasted a 
three-run homer as the 
Boston Red Sox pounded 
out 19 hits to beat the New 
Yoik Yankees 8-2 on Thurs- 
day. 

“It was a good win for us." 
Red . Sox manager Jimy 
Williams said. 'The pitch- 
ing and defence gave the 
oppominity for the offence 
ro get on track." 

Cordero had a double and 
three singles in his first five 
at-bais. He had a shot at a 
perfect 6-for-6 day, but Yan- 
kees third baseman Wade 
Boggs made a tough back- 
handed play on a grounder 
in the eighth inning to Deny 
<^idero a six-hit game. He 
.>mgled in the ninth. 

Tun Naehring was 4-for-6 
for Boston, and Mo Vaughn 
had three -hits, including a 
430-foot solo homer into 
the upper deck in right 

New York’s David Wells 
(4-3) lasted 5-1/3 innings 
and surrendered five runs 
and 12 hits. 

The Red Sox snapped a 
three-game losing streak 
and won for only Ae second 
time in 12 games. The Yan- 
kees lost their fourth 
straight game. 

“Baseball is a season of 
peaks and we'll get out of 
iC Yankees manager Joe 
Toire said. "We’re being too 
tentative at the pl^ and 
too many pitches. We 
“*ere a little spoiled in the 


be ginning . We were getting 
the hits when we needed 
them." 

Paul O'Neill was 3-for-4 
for the Yankees. 

In Cleveland, Albie Lopez 
pitched seven strong 
innings and Manny Ramirez 
and Pat Bordets had two- 
run singles in an eight-run 
fifth inning as the Cleveland 
Indians routed the Kansas 
City Royals 9-1 on Thurs- 
day. 

Lopez, who has replaced 
the injured Jack McDowell 
in the rotation, has allowed 
just one run over 12 innings 
in u'inniiig his last two 
starts. 

The last two starts 
showed (manager) Mark 


Hargrove what I can do." 
Lopez said. T am used to 
being a starter my whole 
career. All I ever wanted to 
do was go out there every 
five days.” 

Kansas City has lost six 
straight games and has 
scoroi just one run in the 
last 20 innings. 

The Indians (23-20) 
pounded Jose Rosado (3-3) 
for six runs and six hits in 4- 
1/3 innings and moved to 
three games over .500 for 
the first time this season. 

“Guys are starting to get 
confidence in each other, 
not confideace in them- 
selves. but with each other," 
Haigrove said. “We've been 
getting good pitching and 


some timely hits." 

At Texas, Juan Gonzalez 
homered twice and drove in 
five runs to power the Texas 
Rangers to a 10-7 victory 
over the Oakland Athletics. 

John Burken (3-3) pitched 
five ineffective inniogs but 
was credited with the win 
for Texas, which is 10-4 in 
its last 14 games. 


“It's always nice to score 
early, but 1 guess it was one 
of those days where the 
entire pitching staff was in a 
co mman d slump," Texas 
manager. Johnny Oates said. 

Oakland starter Willie 
Adams was ripp)ed for four 
runs and four bits with two 
walks in one inning. 


Committee ilOC) chief 
over a proposed cit>' hotel 
bed tax to help fund the 
2000 Games. 

New South Wales premier 
Bob Carr, whose state gov- 
ernment is funding much of 
the massive consuuctioo 
costs invoK’ed in staging 
the Sydney games, said the 
bed tax was a local issue 
and had nothing to do with 
the IOC. 

“Mr Samaranch runs the 
IOC. By all accounts he 
does an exemplary job." 
Carr told reporters. 

“But we're building the 
Olympics. We're building 
the facilities and we're enti- 


tled to say to the hotels in 
the cad (Central Business 
District): ‘you'll make a 
cootribucion'." 

Speaking in Monaco on 
Thursday. Stonaranch said 
the IOC was unhappy over 
plans to impose a 10 per- 
cent bed ra.\. starting f^m 
September 1 this year, for 
hotels, motels and guests 
houses in central Sydney. 

The tax is projected to 
raise AS64 million 
(USS50.07 million) a year, 
offsetting a projected AS3.2 
billion bill for building 
Olympic facilities, about 
two-thirds of which is 
being met from the public 


purae. 

“We are not happy with 
the tax and the hotels arc 
also not happy.” Samaranch 
said. “We con do nothing 
— only tell the orgunisers 
that we are not happy." 

Several of Sydney's five- 
star hotels have joined 
forces in a campaign urging 
the government to scrap the 
proposed ia.\. 

Overall. Sydney's budget 
and plans^ for the games 
were well received by the 
IOC and iniemaiional 
sporting federations during 
meetings in Monaco e.'ulier 
this week. 


Cleveland 

Boston 

Texas 


San Irancisco 
San Diego 
NY Mets 
Pittsburgh9 


American League 

9 Kansas City 
8 New Yoric 

10 Oakland 

National League 
7 Colorado 
4 Los Angeles 
10 Philadelphia 
Montteal 3 


Mercedes For Sale 

300 E, full options, 1993 mode!, silver 
colour, California specifications. Price: 
JD1 9,000 (duty unpaid). 

Please call Tel. 612050, 

from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

A furnished villa in a distinguished site in Shmeisani 
towards Birds Garden. Suitable for diplomatic corps. 
Consisting of two floors, with a total area 600 sq.m. All 
facilities are available; central heating, telephone with two 
lines, garden and garages. 

Please call Tel.: 688488 or 729110 
Mr. Abu-lbrahim (Rent after checking). 


MMM* 

0*a«OM 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The British Counefl Library & Information Services 
win be closed on 
Sunday 25th May 1 997 
for in-house mainteimnee and stefT training. 


Superbly Furnished Apartment 

For Rent Or Sale In Swefiyeh 

Furnished and decorated by an American lady for 
own use. Area 237 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 3 bath- 
rooms, large family-TV room. Beautiful living-dining 
room, study, laundry room with automatic washer 
and dryer. Fully-equipped kitchen. Wali-to-wall 
carpeting. Built-in cupboards in ail rooms. Quality 
furniture imported or custom built. Satellite, 2 TV's, 
phone, fax, garage.... etc.... etc. 

Annual rent only 

Call Dr. Khalid 863830 - 12 noon - 6 p.m. 


^ .MODERN AMERICAN SCHOOL 

The UODERN AMERICAN SCHOOL is a private co-educationai 
international day school with classes KG-12, offers International 
Programs, and caters for English native speaking students where 
the primary language of instruction is English. The Jordanian General 
Certificate of Education (Taivjilii) is abo offered. 

HODERH AIK&ICAN SCHOOL is s member of the European 
Council of Internationai Seboob (ECIS), the Near East South Asia 
Coundi of Overseas Schoob (NESA), and is also licensed by the 
Minbtry of Education in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 
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Two more car bombs kill 7 
in Algeria as election nears 


Jordan Times, Saturday, May 24, 1997 



ALGIERS (AFP) — Two 
car bombs exploded Friday 
in one of Algeria's great 
Islamic cities, killing se\'en 
people and injuring 12 less 
than two weeks before leg- 
i.slative elections, the securil}' 
services said. 

One of the taigets in 
Tlemcen. 400 kilometres 
from the capital Algiers, was 
the Maghreb Hotel, where 
members of a commission 
overseeing the June 5 poll.*i 
were .staying, officials said. 

"The hotel wa.s practically 
blown away.” a resident said. 
"The expio.sion cv«uld be 
heard for kilomeire.s around." 

The other car bomb went 
off in the old. low-income 
Bab-Ezzir district of the city, 
site ol' several brothels — 
regarded as immoral by 
Algeria's Lslomist fundamen- 
tulFsts. Dozens of houses 
were damaged, residents 


said. 

Both car bombs went off 
minutes apart, at around 4:40 
a.m. <03:30 GMTi. The secu- 
rity services called them 
"criminal acts." 

Residents, contacted by 
telephone, told AFP that 
eight people bad died and 
that 60 to 100 bad been 
injured. 

Bui it u'as not known if 
members of the electoral 
commission. known as 
Cnisel. were among the casu- 
alties. 

Islamists were immediately 
suspected of .setting the 
bombs. They have been wag- 
ing a virrual civil war since 
1992 against the military- 
backed government of noith 
Africa's largest country. 

President Uamine ^roual 
is determined that the upcom- 
ing elections pass smoothly. 
a.s proof to the world that 


Algeria has "exierminated** 
militants who want to estab- 
lish an Islamist reginie. 

Tlemcen, set in a pic- 
turesque region of olive 
groves and vineyards, is 
regarded as one of the gr^t 
Islamist cities of Algeria, 
with a rich history going back 
to the 13th century when it 
was an Arab Sultanate. It is 
home to 200.000 people. 

Friday's attacks came a day 
after a car bomb went off in 
Boufarik. near Algiers, 
killing at least 12 people and 
injuring 31, accor^g to the 
security serxices. 

On May 15. 32 villagers — 
mostly w'omen and diDdrea 
— were massacred in a pre- 
dawn attack on on isolated 
collective farm at Chebti. 
southwest of Algiers in an 
area that has seen many vio- 
lent attacks. 

Separately, the security ser- 


vices said ftiday its forces 
bad killed a total of 27 aimed 
Islamists in various opera- 
dons in Algiers, Laghouat 
and TissemsilL 

It was die first time in more 
than a year that the security 
services have issued such a 
battle report, although tolls 
fit>m otfier operations do 
appear in the Algerian press. 

In the latest operations, 
eight automatic pistols, five 
hunting rifles, four sub- 
machine guns, four home- 
made bombs and three scan- 
ner radio receivers were 
seized, the security services 
said. 

Within Algiers, they added, 
four were kiUed in the subur- 
ban Bourouba districL two in 
a hotel on Tangiers street in 
the city centre, and two in 
another suburb. Bab- 
Ezzouar. 


Most Israelis 'not satisfied' with 
Netanyahu after one year — poll 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A 
majority of I.sraelis gave 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu a thumbs down 
when asked to evaluate him 
after one year in office, 
according to a poll pub- 
lished Friday. 

Asked if they ore satis- 
fied with Mr. Netanyahu's 
general performance, 62 
per cent said they were noL 
31 per cent said they were 
and seven per cent were 
undecided. 

Mr. Netanyahu scored 
highest on security. Forty- 
four per cent said they 
were satisfied with his per- 
fdrmance'on security-relat- 
ed matters, while 49 per 


cent said they were not. 

Reflecting public reac- 
tion to a recent scandal that 
rocked Mr. Netanyahu's 
govemmenL 65 per cent 
said they did not believe 
Mr. Netanyahu was run- 
ning a government proper- 

>y- 

Overall. Mr. Netanyahu’s 
approval rating — one a 
scale from zero to 10 — 
fell to 5.17 from 5.54 five 
months ago. according to 
the Gallop poll published 
in the Maariv newspaper 
Friday. 

Mr. Netanyahu narrowly 
beat former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres in May 1996 
elections on a platform of 


"peace and security." 

A year after voting him 
into office. 56 per cent of 
Israelis say it is more like- 
ly Mr. Netanyahu will lead 
the country toward war 
than toward peace with the 
Arabs. Twenty-three per 
cent thought Israel was 
beaded towards peace with 
its Arab neighbours and 21 
per cent were undecided. 

In the evaluation of the 
cabinet, Mr. Netanyahu 
ranlced 15th among 18 
ministers, with popular 
Defence Minister \ltzhak 
Mordechai in the top slot. 

The poll questioned 491 
Israeli adults by telephone 
and has a margin of error 


of 4.5 per cent. 

Israel's previous govern- 
ment began a peace 
process with the 
Palestinians that led to par- 
tial Palestinian autonomy 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Mr. Netanyahu's pre- 
decessors also made peace 
with Jordan and held peace 
talks with Syria. 

But during Mr. 
Netanyahu's rule, relations 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians hit a low point 
over the expansion of 
Jewish settlements. Talks 
with Syria, on hold before 
the elections, never 
resumed. 


ELECTIONS TO CHOOSE THE BEST ISLAMIST: Iranian police guard an 
intersection in Front of a poster showing the late founder of the Iranian 
Islamic Republic Ayatollah Ruholiah Khomeini (R) and the current supreme 
leader Ayatollah All Khamenei during presidential elections on Friday. 
Iranians vote for a successor to retinng President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, in a battle between conservative and moderate factions (Reuters 
photo) 


Israel, Russia sign deal 
to fight organised crime 


IVirkish coalition MP 
Summit on Sudan quits in Islamist row 

conflict next week ANKARA (R) — A Turkish woman orime minister and sniaU rifihi-wina Darty who 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
and Russia have signed a 
cooperation agreement to 
fight organised crime and 
imemanonal terrorism. 

Israel's police have long 
warned that the Russian 
mafia is flourishing in 
Israel, and estimated" that 
Russian mobsters have 
laundered billions of dollars 
in Israel. 

RiLssian Interior Minister 
Anatoly Kulikov held u 
series of meetings with 
police ui'ficiulN during a visit 
to Israel this week on how to 
tackle the Russitm mafia. 
(.In Thursday, he signed u 
erime-tlghting agreement 
with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Davul Levv which 
also includes efforts !•' stem 
iniemarional ierrt>r. 

Mr. Kulikov al.so iiHik 
home a list of .’4 Israeli 


immigrants from Russia 
whose Israeli citizenship 
may be revoked on suspi- 
cion of involvement with 
the Ru.ssian mafia. 

Both Israel and Russia 
will increase their staff at 
emba.ssies in Moscow and 
Tel Aviv. La.si month, Israeli 
police announced that their 
international crime-fighting 
division will be increased 
fivefold to take on Russian 
mafia operations. 

Mr. Kulikov also met with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu dur- 
ing his visiL He will also 
hold talks with Palestinian 
leader Vaster .Arafat next 
week in the Gazu Strip. 

Ru.v»ia. as a sponsor of 
Midea.vi peace talks, assists 
the Palestinians in training 
personnel and police. 


Yeltsin discusses peace 
process over telephone 


MOSCOW I API — 
President Boris Yeltsin, eager 
to demonstrate RuNsi.fs clout 
as a co-sponsor of the Middle 
East peace pn»ees.s. discussed 
the stalled negotiations 
Wednesday witli die visiting 
Syrian foreign minister 

During u telephone conv er- 
sation. Mr. ^'elbin and 
Foreign Minister Farv'uk .A1 
Shuraa "underlined the 
necessity of developing the 
peace paicess in line with the 
U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions and die 'land-for- 

peace' principle." the 
Kremlin press service siiid in 
an olficiul communique. 

Mr. Yeltsin confirmed 
Russian resolve to cooperate 
with Syria. The foreign min- 
ister re,sponded by .saying 
that his country supports 
imensifring Russia’s mle in 
peace effbns. 

Russia and the U.S. areco- 
sponscH^s of the peace negoti- 
ations launched in 1991 in 
Madrid. Spain. 

In recent months, Moscow 
has tried to encourage the 
Arabs and Israel to reo]^ 
peace negotiations, w hich 
broke down in early 1996. 


Kraeli iifilcuds say Rus.via 
has a r«Mc to plav in restarting 
the ialk'» w idi Syria but vvants 
the L'.S. alone involved in 
negotiations with the 
Palotinians. 

.Moscow was Syria's main 
arms supplier until the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union in 
1990 . 

Israel has rejected Syrian 
offers to renew talks because 
Uiey included a precondition 
to agree to a full withdrawal 
Irom the Golan Heights. 
Svria has long demanded the 
return of the strategic plateau 
that l.>*rael seized in 1967. 

Mr. Sharaa told reporters 
on Wednesday that Mr. 
Yeltsin .stressed the impor- 
tance of returning the (jolan 
Heights to Syria, the ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov, who met 
with .Mr. Sharaa on 
Wednesdav. also appeared to 
bow' to Syria's demands at a 
news conference after the 
talks, saying peace is not pos- 
sible widiout reoiming all 
previously seized territories. 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Kenya 
confirmed Thursday that it 
will host a regional summit 
next week on the conflict 
between Sudan and Uganda, 
which agreed two weeks ago 
to end hostilities. 

The foreign ministry said 
the Intergovernmental 
Authority on Drought and 
Developmeut fJGADD), 
headed by Kenyan President 
Daniel Arap Moi and group- 
ing Djibouti. Eritrea, 
Ethiopia. Kenya. Somalia, 
Sudan and Uganda, would 
meet next Wednesday. 

Sudanese President Omar 
.A1 Bashir and his Ugandan 
counterpart Voweri 

.Mu.«eveni pledged after 
meeting with Nlr. Moi in 
western Kenya on to end 
hnstiliiies and “open a new 
chapter" in their troubled 
relations. May 1 0 . 

The two countries have 
been at loggerheads over the 
post two years with Sudan 
accusing Uganda of backing 
the rel^i Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA). 
which is battling Sudanese 


troops in southern Sudan. 

Uganda has denied the 
charge and for its part accus- 
es IQiartoum of supporting 
the Lord's Resistance Army 
(LRA). a rebel movement 
fighting in northern Uganda 
to overthrow Mr. 
Museveni's government. 

The two neighbours broke 
diplomatic relations in April 
1^5 over the mutual 
Fecriminations. 

Sudan's ofiBcial news 
agency. SUNA announced 
Sunday that SPLA Chief 
John Garang had been invit- 
ed to the IGADD meeting. 
The SPLA. in alliance witii 
the opposition in the north, 
began a massive offensive 
in January in eastern and 
southern Sudan aimed at 
ending the domination of the 
mainly Christian and ani- 
mist south by the Arabised 
north. 

SUNA said the Nairobi 
summit should allow 
IG.ADD to “move forward" 
the peace process. Earlier 
talks sponsored by IGADD 
were suspended in 1994. 


ANKARA (R) — A Turkish 
deputy from the secularist 
wing of Prime Minister 
Necmetdn Erbakan's 

Islamist-led coalition 
resigned Friday in a fresh 
blow to the government. 

Anatolian news agency 
said Deputy Samil Ayrim 
quit the conservative True 
^cb Party, after he bad been 
quoted in the Turkish press 
as saying he would step 
down as port of a row over 
the government's Islamist 
leanings. 

Anatolian also said one of 
the True Path deputy chair- 
men. Necmenin Cevheri. 
resigned his post. .Mr. 
Cevheri was formerly close 
to party leader Tansu Ciller, 
who wa.s Turkey's first 


woman prime minister and 
is now the foreign minister. 

“I hove forwarded my res- 
ignation to the chairwoman 
t^ morning," the news 
agency quoted him as say- 
ing. 

The deputy’s resignation 
leaves the coalition with 
279 deputies, a slim majori- 
ty in the 550-member par- 
liament 

Intense pressure firom the 
army for Mr. Erbakan to 
crack down on Islamist 
activists has opened up seri- 
ous cracks in the 1 1 -month- 
old coalition. 

Mr. Erbakan woo an 
opposition censure motion 
this week by only half a 
dozen votes. He was helped 
by six deputies from a 


small right-wing party who 
backed &e government 

The Hurriyet daily quoted 
Mr. Ayrim as saying he 
wished he had withefrawn 
support for Mr. Erbakan at 
the censure motion. “I have 
realised how wrong I was," 
he said. 

The cabinet failed to hold 
a scheduled meeting on 
Thursday for the eighth 
week running amid reports 
that Mrs. Ciller had asked 
Mr. Erbakan to hand her the 
reins of power. 

Mr. Erbakan's Islam- 
based Welfare Party is fac- 
ing a case in the constiru- 
tional court that could lead 
to its closure on grounds 
that it threatens Turkey's 
official secularism. 


U.S. Jewish body plans to 
foster pluralism in Israel 

Liberal American Jews' donations to Israel slump 


South African women’s groups 
outraged over ofiBcial rape tip 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Women's groups are outraged 
over the latest advice from 
public officials to rapists that 
they should masmrbaie 
instead of attacking women. 

"Stay healthy and mastur- 
bate," said the item in a 
newsletter published by the 
provincial Gauteng public 
safet)' ministiy. “Stop raping 
our mothers, wives, sisters 
and children." 

The advice show'ed police 
ha\*e no understanding of the 
crime of rape, women's 
organistuions told the inde- 
pendent daily. The Star, on 
Friday. 

“Rape is about power. It is 
not just about physical pene- 
tration. but can involve the 
use of bottles." said 
Mffltushilo Motsei of the 
Agisanang Domestic Abuse 
Prevention and Training 
(.ADAPT) Prograniroe. 

ADAPT is a rape crisis cen- 


tre in the black township of 
Alexandra which also runs 
self-help groups for men who 
abuse their spouses. 

“We are disgusted,” Mr. 
Motsei said. Sally Shackleton 
from People Opposing 
Women Abuse (POWA) said: 
“Rape is an act of violence, 
it has nothing to do with sex." 
New'sletter editor Mike 
Mabasa said the ministry had 
decided to take a strong stand 
against rape and “create an 
awareness within the force... 
We are serious about ridding 
not only society, but the 
police force, of this crime.’’ 
Last year. 19 policemen 
were arrested for rape. 
Playing on the fight against 
apartheid before I994's first 
all-race elections. the 
Newsletter item also said that 
another word for masturba- 
tion is "arm struggle...Join 
the arm straggle and stop nqi- 
ing," it said. 


CHIC.AGO (AFP) — The 
United Jewish Appeal 
(UJA). concerned about 
slumping donations from 
liberal U.S. Jews because 
of Israel's hardline poli- 
cies. is joining a fundrais- 
ing drive to" foster reli- 
gious pluralism in Israel, 
officials said Thursday. 

At a closed-door meet- 
ing here last week, UJ.A 
officials agreed to help 
leaders of U.S. reform 
and conserx'aiive Jewish 
movements raise an extra 
S20 million a year to pro- 
mote tolerance and reli- 
gious tolerance in Israel. 

The two movements 
represent 80 per cent of 
Jews affiliated with syna- 
gogues in The United 
States. 

“We have said to those 
movements that if they, 
come to U.S. with legiti-* 
mate projects to prornote 
religious pluralism in 
Israel, we will put our 
fundraising apparatus at 
their disposal to help 
them raise the money," 
UJA chief operating offi- 
cer Bernard Moscoviiz 


told AFP. 

Israeli Premier 

Benyamin Netanyahu's 
hardline policies in’peace 
talks with the Palestmians 
and in the religious ffeld 
have triggered outrage 
among some liberal, secu- 
lar U.S. Jews. 

Some Jewish liberals are 
particularly incensed by 
the backing given by the 
Netanyahu-led coalition 
to dr^ legislation that 
would not recognise non- 
orthodox conversions per- 
formed in Israel. They see 
the bill as deiigiiimlsing 
U.S. Jewry. 

"We have become a bai- 
tlefield. It's inappropriate 
that organisations that 
rai.se money that goes to 
poor Ethiopian kids or old 
ladies in Kiev should have 
to suffer becau.se people 
are angry at the Israeli 
govemmem,’' Mr. 

Moscovitz said. 

He stressed that the 
UJA. the bedrock of U.S. 
Jewish fundraising, was a 
pluralistic organisation 
that worked with all 
branches of the Jewish 


faith, including Orthodox 
groups. 

Noting that U.S. Jews 
identified the UJA closely 
with Israel, he added: “I 
understand what's hap- 
pened. But if you have a 
fight, an argument you 
should address fyour crit- 
icism) to the government 
of Israel or the Knesset 
(parliament)." 

Press reports said San 
Francisco’s Jewish com- 
munity had cut support 
for traditional charities by 
SI rrallion and other com- 
munitie.s across the coun- 
try were following suiL 

The UJA sends about 
$300 million a year to 
Israel, part of the estimat- 
ed $1 billion sent by U.S. 
private Jewish philan- 
thropic groups every year. 

The U.S. donations are 
distributed in Israel by the 
Jewish agency and the 
joint distribution commit- 
tee to help Jews around 
the world immigrate to 
Israel or to fund Jewish 
relief in 60 countrie.s. 



400 world artefacts 
to be featured in ^ 
Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (AFP) _ 
The world’s largest 
museum chain is to 
open a collection of 
incredible artefacts In 
Hong Kong that will 
challenge conventional 
beliefs and astound the 
senses. The ^pley's 
believe it or not 
“Odditorium" will open 
in Hong Kong’s peak 
tower complex on June 
1 7 and feature over 400 
artefacts from around 
the globe. One of the 
highlights of the muse- 
um will be a display of 
models and pictures 
depicting the story of an 
Australian man who 
survived a vicious 
attack by a great white 
shark. The Ripley's 
Chain was founded by 
American cartoonist 
Robert L. Ripley, in the 
1 930's after he collected 
unusual artefacts from 
198 countries. There are 
now 26 Ripley’s muse- 
ums worldwide. 

Busey to undergo 
tumour surgery 

WASHINGTON fAFP) 

— Actor Gary Busey, 
52. will undergo surgeiy 
Saturday to remove a 
plum-size tumour in his 
sinus cavity, which was 
detected after he suf- 
fered severe nose ; 
bleeds. The motorcycle 
buff who kicked a drag 
habit and survived a 
very serious motorcycle 
accident said he was not 
overly concerned about 
going under the knife. “I 
have a good crack record 
for survival. This is 
another notch in the gun 
butt." 

V 

Girl of 12 refuses 
to wear jock strap 

WASHINGTON (AFP) 

— A 12-year-old girl 
was banned from her 
position as catcher in a 
rlorida baseball youth 
league because she 
refused to wear a male 
jock strap and cup as 
protection, claiming she 
had nothing to protect. 
The umpire decision to 
banish her to the out- 
field earlier this week 
raised a storm of protest 
in Boca Raton, Florida, 
and around the country 
getting plenty of ah 
time on television. On 
Thursday, the Bnihaha 
ended when Melissa, 
Raglin turned up for he^' 
game wearing a female 
jock strap and cup 
somebody sent her in 
the mail. 

Blondie 

in for a reunion 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 

A decade after 
"Blondie" split up, U.S. 
pop icon Debbie Harry 
is getting ready for a 
reunion of the band that 
scored such teeny bop* 
per hits as "Heart Of 
Glass" and “Sunday 
Girl" in the 1970s and 
1980s. Harry, looking 
heavier but retaining her 
radiant smile, said she 
was going back into the 
studio with origio^ 
band member and long- 
term partner Chris Stein 
to relaunch the group. 
The former sex symbol, 
who now goes by the 
name of Deborah, said 
the new songs will be 
included in a compila- 
tion album of reina^ 
tered greatest hits- 
Several U.S, dates have 
^ready been pencilled 
in for the reformed 
Blondie. but whether 3 
full blooded comebaclt 
tour will follow remains 
undecided. “We'll see 
how it goes," the singer 
said. Harry has also 
been pursuing an on-off 
film career, appearing U 
such films * 
"Videodrome" and 
"Union City Blues." 




